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Cbe^MIBool* 



7%en did I see a pleasant Paradise^ 

Full of sweet flowers and daintiest delights^ 

Such as on earth man could not more devise 

With pleasures choice to feed his cheerful sprights ; 
Not that which Merlin 6y his magic slights 

Made for the gentle squire to entertain 

Mis fair Belphabe^ could this garden stain* 

Spekser. Ruins ov Tiifx. 



VOL. II. 



THALABA THE DESTROYER. 



THE SIXTH BOOK. 



1. 

So from tlie imnost cftvem, Tbalaba. . 

'R«trod tiie windoifi of the rock 

Still on the ground the giant lunbs 

Of Zohak wero outftretchM ; 

The 4pdl of deep had ceasedf 

And his broad ejres were glaring on the youth: 

Yet raised he not his arm to bar theway. 

Fearful to rouse the snakes 

Now lingering o*er their meaL 

% 

(Ml tbeo» emerging from the dreadful cave, 

How gratefol did the gale of night 
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Salute his freshened sense ! 

How full of lightsome joy. 

Thankful to Heaven, he ha&tens by the verge 

Of that bitumen lake, 

Whose black and heavy fumes, 

Surge heaving afler surge, 

Rolled like the billowy and tumultuous sea* 

S. 

The song of many a burd at morn 

Arous'd him from his rest* 

Lo ! by his side a courser stood ! 

More animate of eye> 

Of form more faultless never hiad he seen, 

More light of limbs and beautiful in strength, 

Among the race whose blood| 

Pure and unmingled, from the royal steedt 

Of Solomon came down* 

4. 
The chosen Arab's eye 
Glanced o'er his graceful shape^ 
. His rich caparisons^ 
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His crimson trappings gaj* 

But when he saw the mouth 

Uncurb'dy the tmbridled neck. 

Then flushed his cheek, and leapt his heart ; 

For sure he deem'd that Heaven had sent 

The courser, whom no erring hand should guide. 

And lo ! the eager Steed 

Throws his head, and paws the ground. 

Impatient of delay ! 

Then up leapt Tbalaba, 

And away went the selfrgovern'd steed. 

5. 

Far over the plain 

Away went the bridleless steed ; 

With the dew of the morning his fetlocks were wet. 

The foam froth'd his limbs in the journey of noon. 

Nor stayed he till over the westerly heavei\ 

The shadows of evening had spread. 

Then on a sheltered bank 

The appointed Youth repos'd, 

An^by him laid the docile courser down. 

Again in the grey of the morning 
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Thahba bounded up ; 

Over hill, over dale. 

Away goes the bridleless steed. 

^ Again at eve he stops, 

Again the youth descends; 

His load discharged, his errand done, 

Then bounded the courser away« 

6. 

Heavy and dark the eve ; 

The Moon was hid on high, 

A dim light only tinged the mist 

That crost her in the path of Heaven. 

All living sounds had ceas'd. 

Only the flow of waters near was heard, 

A low and lulling melody. 

7. 

Fasting, yet not of want 

Percipient, he on that mysterious steed 

Had reach'd his resting-place. 

For expectation kept bis nature uf^ 

Now as the flow of waters near 
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Awoke a fereiish 
Led by the soond, he moVd 
To seek the gmtefiilifdlt. 

9. 

A meteor in the haqrair 

Ray^d before ha pBdl^ 

Before him now il TcAfi 

A globe of Ifviog fire; 

And now contracted to a steady Ught, 

As when the soUoavy hennit {nronea 

His lamp^s long; andahtBig fiame : 

And now ks wa^ point 

Up-blazmg rose, Ke a young qrpress tree 

Swayed by the heavy wind; 

Anon to ThaUba it mov^ 

And wn^ him in its pale imiocuons fire : 

N0W9 in the darkness drown'dy 

Left him with eyes bedimn^d. 

And now, emerging, spread the scene to ttght« 

9. 
Led by the sound and meteor-flame^ 
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Advanced the Arab youth. 

Now to the nearest of the many rills 

H^lto^ps; ascending steam 

Timely repels his hand ; 

For from its source it sprung, a boiling tide. 

A second course with better hap he tries. 

The wave intensely cold 

Tempts to a copious draught. 

There was a virtue in the wave ; 

His limbs, that, stiff with toil, 

Dragg'd heavy, from the copious draught received 

Lightness and supple strength. 

O'erjpjr'd, and deeming the benignant Power, 

Who sent the reinless steed, 

Had blest the healing waters to his use, 

He laid him down to sleep ; 

LuU'd by the soothing and incessant sound. 

The flow of many waters, blending ofb 

With shriller tones and deep low murmurings, 

Which from the fountain caves 

In mingled melody 

Like faery music, heard at midnight, came. 



VI. 9 

la 

The sounds which last beJmBtd at night 

Awoke his sense at morn. 

A scene of wonders lay before his eyes. 

In mazy windings o'er the vale 

Wandered a thousand streams ; * 

They in their endless flow had channell'd deep 

The rocky soil o'er which they ran, 

Veining its thousand islet stones. 

Like clouds that freckle o'er the summer sky; 

The blue ethereal ocean circling each. 

And insulatmg all* 

11. 

A thousand shapes they wore, those islet stones, 

And Nature, with her various tints, 

Varied anew their thousand forms : 

For some were green with moss, 

Some rich with yellow lichen's gold. 

Or ruddier tinged, or grey, or silverrwhite, 

Or sparkling sparry radiance to the sun. 

Here gush'd the fountains up, 

Alternate Hght and blackness, like the play 

a2 
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Of sunbeams on the warrior's bumishM arms. 

Yonder tbi river roll'd, whose bed. 

Their labyrinthine lingerings o'er, 

KeceiTed the condnent rHls. 

12; 

This was a wild and wonderous scene. 

Strange and beautiftd, as where 

By Oton-tafa^ like a sea of stars. 

The hundred sources of Hoangho bursl» 

€ 

High mountains dos'd the vale. 

Bare rocky mountains, to all living things 

Inhospitable; on whose sides no herb 

Rooted, no insect fed, no bird awoke 

Their echoes, save the Eagle, strong ^ wing ; 

A lonely plunderer, that a&r 

Sought Jn the vales his. prey. 

13. 

Thither towards those mountains Tbalaba 

Advanced, for well he ween'd that there had Fate 

Destin'd the advai^ture's end. 

Up a wide vale winding amid their depths. 
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A stony vale betfreen 

Of stone, lie wound hk way. 

A cheerless place I the soKtary Bee, 

Whose buzzing was the only sound of life, 

Flew there on resdess wing, 
Seeking in vain one blossom, where to fix. 

14. 

Still Thahba hdds ouj 

The winding vale now narrows on his way, 

And steeper of ascent, 

Bightward and leftward rise the rocks. 

And now they meet across the rale. 

Was it the toH of human hands 

Had hewn a passage in the rock. 

Through whose rude portaUway 

The light of heaven was seen i 

Rude and low the portal-way; 

Bey(md the same ascending straits, 

l^ent winding up^thei wilds. 

15. 
StSi a bare^ silent, solitary glen, 
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A fearful silence, and a solitude 

That made itself be felt ; 

And steeper now the ascent^ 

A rugged path, that tired 

The straining muscles, toiliog slowly up. 

At length again a rock 

Stretched o'er the narrow vale. 

There also was a portal hewn, 

But gates of massy iron barred the way, 

, Huge» solid, heavy-phinged. 

16. 

There hung a horn beside the gate, 

Ivory-tipt and brazen-mouth'd ; 

He took the ivory tip, 

And through the brazen mouth he breath'd ; 

From rock to rock rebounding rung the blast 

Like a long thunder-peal ! 

The gates of iron, by no human arm 

Unfolded^ turning on their hinges slow^ 

Pisclos'd the passage of the rock. 

He entered, and the iron gates 

Fell to, and clos'd him in^ 

8 
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17. 

It was a narrow winding way; 

Dim lamps suspended from the vault. 

Lent to the gloom an agitated light. 

Winding it pierced the rock, 

A long descending path 

By gates of iron closed; 

There also hung the horn beside 

Of ivory tip and brazen mouth 

Aga^ he took the ivory tip. 

And gave the brazen mouth his voice again 

Not now in Uiunder spake the horn, 

But poured a sweet and thrifling melody: 

The gates flew open, and a flood of light 

Jtush'd on his dazzled eyes. 

18. 

Was it to earthly Eden, lost so long. 

The Youth had found the wonderous way ? 

But earthly Eden boasts 

No terraced palaces. 

No rich pavilions, bright with woven gold, 

Like these that in the vale 
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Rise amid odorous groves. 

The astonished Thalabfti 

Dottbtffig as though an unsnbstanlial dream 

BeguiPd his passive sense, 

A BoomeBl closed hk eyes | 

Still they were there, • • the palaces and groves^ 

And rich pavflions guttering golden light. 

And lo 1 a men, reverend in comely age, 

Advancing meets the youth. 

*' Favoured of Fortune,'' he exdaim'd, •* Go taste 

<* The joys eif Pbra^se ! 
** The remless steed that ranges o'er the world, 

** Brings hither those alone for lofly deeds 

^* Mark'd by their horoscope ; permitted here 

** A foretaste of the full beatitude, 

<< That in heroic acts they may go on 

*' More ardent, eager to return and reap 

<< Endless enjoyment here, their destin'd meed. 

** Favoured of Fortune thou, go taste 

•* The joys of Paradise !" 
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This mUt he turned away, and left 

The ToQth in wonder mute ; 

For Thalaba stood mute. 

And pasaively receiv'd 

The mingled joy which flow'd on every sense. 

Where'er his eye could reach, 

Fair structures, rainbow-hued, arose ; 

And rich pavilions through the opening woods 

Gleam'd fhmi their waving curtains sunny gold ; 

And win&)g through the verdant vale, 

Flowed streams of liquid light ; 

And fluted cypresses rear'd up 

Their living obelisks ; 

And bvead-leav'd plane-trees in long colonades 

O'er-arch'd delightful walks, 

Wh^e round their trunks the thousand-tendril'd vine 

Wound up and hung the boughs with greener wreathsi 

And clusters not their own. 

Wearied trith endless beauty, did his eyes 

Betum for rest ? beside him teems the earth 

With tul^s, like the ruddy evening streaked ; 

And here the lily hangs her head of snow ; 
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And here amid her sable cup 

Shines the red eye-spot^ like one brightest star, 

The solitary twinkler of the night; 

And here the rose expands 

Her paradise of leaves. 

21. 

Then oh his ear what sounds 

Of harmony arose ! 

iFar music and the distance-mellow'd song 

From bowers of merriment ; 

The waterfall remote ; V 

The murmuring of the leafy groves ; \ 

The single nightingale 

Perch'd in the rosier by, so richly ton'd> 

That never from that most melodious bird. 

Singing a love*song to his brooding mate, 

Did Thracian shepherd by the grave 

Of Orpheus hear a sweeter melody. 

Though there the Spirit of the Sepulchre 

All his own power infuse, to swell 

The incense that he loves. 



I 
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22, 

And oh ! what odours the voluptuous vale 

Scatters from jasmine bowers, 

From yon rose wilderness. 

From cluster'd henna, and from orange groves, 

That with such perfumes fill the breeze. 

As Peris to their Sister bear, 

When from the summit of some lofty tree ' 

She hangs encaged, the captive of the Dives. 

They from their pinions shake 

The sweetness of celestial flowers, 

And, as her enemies impure 

' From that impervious poison far away 

Fly groaning with the torment, she the while 

Inhales her fragrant food. 

Such odours flowed upon the world. 

When at Mohammed's nuptials, word 

Went forth in Heaven, to roll 

The everlasting gates of Paradise 

Back on their living hinges, that its gales 

Might visit all below ; the general bliss 

Thrill'd every bosom, and the family 

Of man, for once, partook one common joy. 
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Full of the joy, yet still awake 

To wonder> on went Thalaba ; 

On every side the song of mirth, . 

. The music of festivity. 

Invite the pasmng youth. 

Wearied at length with hunger and with heat^ 

He enters in a banquet room. 

Where round a fountain brink. 

On silken carpets sate the festive train. 

Instant throc^ all his frame 

Delightful codness spread ; 

The playing fount refreshed 

The agitated air ; 

The very light came cooPd through silvering panea 

Of pearly shell, like the pale moon-beam tmged; 

Or where the wine-vase fiU'd the aperture. 

Rosy as rising morn, or softer gleam 

Of sa£Bron, like the sunny evening mist : 

Through every hue, and streak'd by all, 

The flowing fountain play'd* 

Around the water-edge 

Vessels of wine, alternate i^acedy 
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Ruby and amber, tinged its Httle wavti. 

From golden goblets th^re 

The guests sate quaffing the delidout juiee 

Of ShinuE* golden grape* 

Sut Thalaba took not the draught ; 

For rightly he knew had the Prophet forbidden 

That beven^i the mother of rins* 

Nor did the urgent guests 

Proffer a second time the liquid fire ; 

For in the jrouth's strong eye they saw 

No moveable resolve. 

Yet not uncourteousi Thalaba 

Drank the cool draught of innocencei 

That fragrant from its dewy vase 

Cande purer than it left its native bed. 

And he partook the odorous fruits. 

For all rich fruits were there. 

Water-melons rough of rindt 

Whose pulp the thirsty lip 

Dissolved into a draught : 



VI. £0 

Pistachios from the heavy-cluster'd trees 

Of Malaverty or Haleb's fertile soil. 

And Casbin's luscious grapes of amber hue, 

That many a week endure 

The summer sun intense. 

Till by its powerful fire 

All watery particles exhalM, alone 

The strong essential sweetness ripens there. 

Here cased in ice, the apricot, 

A topaZ| crystal- set : 

Here, on a plate of snow. 

The sunny orange rests ; 

And still the aloes and the sandal-wood. 

From golden censors, o'er the banquet room 

Diffuse their dying sweets. 

25. 

Anon a troop of females form'd the dance„ 

Their ancles bound with bracelet*bells, 

That made the modulating harmony. 

Transparent garments to the greedy eye 

Gave all their harlot limbs. 

Which writhed, in each immodest gesture skill'd. 



VI. 21 

26. 
With earnest eyes the banqueters 
Fed on the sight impure; 
And Thalaba» he gazed. 
But in his heart he bore a talisman. 
Whose blessed alchemy 
To virtuous thoughts refin'd 
The loose suggestions of the scene impure* 
Oneifica's image swam before Ids sights 
His own Arabian Maid. 
He rose, and from the banquet room he rush'd, 
And tears ran down his burning cheek ; 
And nature for a moment woke the thought, 
And murmured> that, from all domestic joys 
Estranged> he wandered o'er the world 
A lonely being, far from all he lov'd. 
Son of Hodeirah, not among thy crimes 
That momentary murmur shall be written ! 

iProm tents of revelry, 
From festal bowers, to solitude he ran; 
And now he reachM where all the rills 
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Of tbat well-watered garden in one tide 

Roll'd their collected waves. 

A straight and stately bridge 

Stretch'd its long arches o'er the ample stream* 

Strong in the evening, and distinct its shade 

Lay on the watery mirror, and his eye 

Saw it united with its parent pile. 

One huge iantastic fabric. Drawing near, 

Iioud from the chambers of the bridge below^ 

Sounds ef carousal came and song, 

And unveiPd women bade the advancing youth 

Come merry-make with them ! 

Unhearing, or unheeding, Thalaba 

Past o'er with hurried pace. 

And plunged amid the forest solitude* 

28. 

Deserts of Araby ! 

His soul retum'd to you. 

He cast himself upon the earthy 

And dos'd his eyes, and call'd 

The voluntary vision up. 

A cry, as of distress, 
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Arous'd him ; loud it came and near! 
He started up, he strung his bow. 

He pluck'd the arrow forth. 

Again a shriek . . a woman's shriek ! 

And lo ! she rushes through the trees^ 

Her veil all rent, her garments tomi 

He follows close, the ravisher. • • 

Even on the unechoing grass 

She hears his tread, so near ! 

** Prophet, save me ! save me, God ! 

^ Help ! help !'' she cried to Thalaba ; 

Thalaba drew the bow. 

The unerring arrow did its work of death. 

He tum'd him to the woman^ and beheld 

His-ewnOneizayJus- Arabian Maid. 



NOTES TO BOOK VI. 



Of Solomon came dotDn»'^P, ^. 

The Arabian horses are divided into two great brlbches$ 
the Kaditckif whose descent is unluiown, and the Koch' 
lani, of whom a written genealogy has been kept for 
9000 years. These last are reserved for riding solely | 
they are highly esteemed, and bonseqaently ver^ dearf 
they are said to derive their origin from King SolomAA 
studs; however this may be, they are fit to bear the 
greatest fatigues, and can pass whole days without food i 
they are also said to show uncommon courage against 
an enemy ; it is even asserted, that when a horse of this 
race finds himself wounded, and unable to bear his rider 
much longer, he retires from the fray, and conveys him 
to a place of security* If the rider falls upon the gipundy 
hfs horse remains beside him> and neighs till assistance's 
brought. The Kochlani are neither large nor handsome, 
but amazingly swift ; the whole race is divided into seve- 
ral families, each of which has its proper name. Some 
of these have a higher reputation than others, on account 
of their more ancient and mcontaminated nobility. 

Niebuhr, 
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And now emerging^ 4'^.'— P, 7. 
lo trayelliog by Dight through the Tallies of Mount 
JB^hraim, we were attended, for above the space of an 
kour, with an Ignis Fatuiis, that displayed itself in a ya- 
liety of extraordinary appearances. For it was some- 
times globular, or like the flame of a candle ; immedi- 
ately after it would spread itself, and involve our whole 
company in its pale inoffensive light, then at once con* 
tract itself and disappear. But in less than a minute, it 
-would again exert itself as at other times ; or else, mn- 
. / ning along from one place to another with a swift pro- 
gressifft motion, would expand itself, at certain intervals, 
over more than two or three acres of the adjacent moun- 
tains. The atmosphere, from the beginning of the even- 
ing, had been remarkably thick and hazy^ and the dew, 
as we felt it upon our bridles, was unusually clammy and 
iHKtuous. In the like disposition of the weather, I have 
observed those luminous bodies, which at sea skip about 
the masts and yards of ships, and are called Corpusanse * 
by the mariners.—^Aaw* 

They in their endless flow, 4'^.— P. 9, 

The Hammam Meskouteen, the Silent or Inchanted 
Baths, are situated on a low ground, surrounded wiCh 
Moontains. There are several fountains that ftirnish the 



* A'corruption of Caerpo Santo, as this meteor is calK 
ed by the Spauiards. 
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water, which ii of an intense heat, and falls afterwards 
into the Zenati. At a small distance from these hot 
foantains, we have others, which, upon comparison, are 
of as intense a coldness; and a little below tbeM, 
somewhat nearer the banks of the Zenati, there are tiio 
rains of a few houses, bailt perhaps for the conreniciiey 
of sach persons who came hither for the benefit of the 
waters. 

Besides the strong salphnreoos steams of the Ham* 
mam* Meskooteeo, we ai^ to observe farther of them, 
that their water U of so intense a heat, that the rocky 
i;roand it runs over, to the distance sometimes of a IraiN 
dred feet, is dissolved, or rather calcined bj it* When 
the substance of these rocks is soft and uniform, then the 
water, by making every way equal impressions, leaveth 
them in the shape of cones or hemispheres ; which being 
six feet high, and a little more or less of the same diame- 
ter, the Arabs maintain to be so many tents of their pre* 
decesBors turned into stone* But when these rocks, be- 
sides their usual soft chalky substance, contain likewise 
some layers of harder matter, not so easy to be dissolved i 
then, in proportion to the resistance the water is thereby 
to meet with, we are entertained with a confusion of 
traces and channels, distingnbhed by the Arabs into 
sheep, camels, horses, nay into men, women, and chil- 
dren, whom they suppose to have undergone the like fata 
with their habitations. I observed that the fountains 



• They call the TAermc of this country Hammams^ 
from whence our Hummums, 
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frhich afforded this water, bad been freqaeDtly.stopped 
op : or ratber ceasing to run at one place, broke out im* 
mediately in anotber; which circumstance seems not 
only to account for the number of cones, but for that yq* 
riety likewise of traces, that are continued from one or 
other of these cones or fountains^ quite down to the river 
Zenati. 

This place, in riding over it, giveth back such a hoi* 
low sound, that we were afraid every moment of sinking 
tluoagh it. It is probable, therefore, that the ground 
below us was hollow ; and may not the air then, which 
is pent up within these caverns, afford, as we may sup* 
pose, in escaping continually through these fountains, 
that mixture of shrill, murmuring, and deep sounds, 
which, according to the direction of the winds and the 
motion of the external air, issue out along with the wa- 
ter ? The Arabs, to quote their strength of imagination 
once more, affirm these sounds to be the music of the Je- 
noune. Fairies, who are supposed, jn a particular manner, 
to make their abodes at this place, and to be the grand 
agents in all these extraordinary appearances. 

There are other natural curiosities likewise at this 
place. For the chalky stone being dissolved Into a fine 
impalpable powder, and carried down afterwards with 
the stream, lodgeth itself upon the sides of the channel, 
nay, sometimes upon the lips of the fountains themselves j 
or else, embracing twigs, straws, and other bodies in its 
way, immediately hardeneth, and shoots into a bright 
fibrous substance, like the Asbestos, forming itself at the 
same time into a variety of glittering figures, and beauti- 
Cal .crystallizations.— iSAinr, 
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By Oton-talaf Uke a aea rfttan.'^P. 10« 

In the place where the Whang-ho rises, there are more 
than an hnadred springs which sparkle like stars^ whence 
it is called Hotun Nor, the Sea of Stars. These sources' 
form two great lakes called Hala Nor, the black .sea or 
lake. Afterwards there appear three or fonr little rU 
▼ers, which joined, form the Whang-ho, which has eight 
or nine branches. These sources of the river are called 
also Oton-tala. It is in Thibet.— OoudK. jittley*$ C^(- 
Iscf . of Voy, and Travels, 

The Whang-bo, or, as the Portuguese call it, Hoam* 
ho, t. e, the Yellow River, rises not far from the source 
of the Ganges, in the Tartarian mountains west of China* 
aad having run through it with a course of more than six 
hundred leagues, discharges itself into the eastern sea* It 
hath its name fk-ora a yellow mud which always stains iti 
wa|er, and. which, after rains, composes a third part of 
its quantity. The watermen clear it for use by throwing 
in alum* The Chinese say its waters cannot become 
'clear in a thousand years ; whence it is a common pro- 
ferb among them for any thing which is never likely to 
happen, when the yellow river shall run eleBr^^Nate to 
the Chkune TaJLt^ Hon Kiou Choann, 

B^fond the tame ateending elraUSf j«.«-P. 11. 

Among the mountains of the Bent Abbeee, foor leagues 
to the S. £. of the IVelled Maneoure^ we pass through a 
narrow winding defile, which, for the space of near half 
a mile, lieth on each side under an exceeding high pre- 
tipice* M every winding, the rock or stratum tliat orl«- 
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finally went across it, and thereby separated one valley 
from another, is eat into the fashion of a door-case sii or 
seven feet wide, giving thereby the A.rab8 an occasion to 
call them fie«&«ii, the Gates ; whilst the Turks, in consi- 
deration of their strength and rnggedness, know them by 
the additional appellation of Dammer Cappy^ the Gates 
of Iron. Few persons pass them without horror, a hand^ 
&1 of men being able to dispute the passage with a whole 
army* The rivulei^ of salt water which glides through 
this valley, might possibly first point oat the way which 
art and necessity would afterwards improve.— 5Aato« 

No rich pavilionSf bright with woven gold.— "P. 13* 

In 1568 the Persian Sultan gave the Grand Seigneur 
two most stately pavilions made of one piece, the cur- 
tains being interlaced with gold, and the supporters im- 
broidered with the same ; also nine fair canopies to hang 
over the ports of their pavilions, things not used among 
the Christians.— liCno{/es. 

jMd broad'leav'd Zennart in long colonades.-^P, 15. 

The eipences the Persians are at in their gardens is 
that wherein they make greatest ostentation of their 
wealths Not that they much mind furnishing of them 
with delightful flowers as we do in Burope i but these 
they slight as an eicessive liberality of Nature, by whom 
their common fields are strewed with an infinite number 
of tulips and other flowers ; but they are rather desirous 
to have their gardens full of all sorts of fruit-trees, and 
especially to dispose them into pleasant walks of a kind 
of plane or poplar, a tree not known in Europe, which 
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* 

the Persians call Tzinnar. These trees gfow op to the 
height of the Pine, and have very broa4 leayes, not much 
unlike those of the Tine. Their fmit hath some resem- 
blance to the chesnut, while the outer coat is abbot it, 
bat there is no kernel ivithin it, so that it is not to be 
eaten. The wood thereof is very brown, and fall of 
▼eins ; and the Persians use it in doors and shutters for 
windows, which, being rubbed with oil, look incompa- 
rably better than any thing made of walnut tree, nay 
indeed than the root of it, which is now * so very much 
esteemed.— 'ilfiid. Travelt* 

With tuUps, like the ruddy evening streaked. — P. 15. 

Major Scott informs us, that scars and wounds by Per- 
sian writers are compared to the streaky tints of the tn- 
lip. The simile here employed is equally obTions^ and 
more suited to its place. 

And here amid htr table cup.— P. 16. 

*' We pitched our tents among some little hills whera 
there was a prodigious number of lilies of many colours^ 
with which the ground was quite covered. None were 
white, they were mostly either of a rich violet, with a 
red spot in the midst of each leaf, or of a fine black, and 
these were the most esteemed. In form they were like 
•nr lilies, but much larger.^— Taoemter. 
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Her paradite of leaves. — P. 16» 

Thif expression is borrowed from one of Ariosto^s 
smaller poens. 

Tal 6 proprio a Teder qoeir amorosa 
JFiamma, che nel bel viso 
Si sparge, ond' ella con soave riso 
Si va di sue bellezze ioamorando $ 

Qual* e a vedere, qoal* hor yermigUa rosa 
Scnopra il bel Paradiso 
De le rue foglie albor che 1 sol diviso 
De r Oriente sorge 11 giomo alzando. 

Of Orpheus hear a sweeter melody t^^P. 16. 

The Thracians say, that the nightingales which build 
their nests about the sepulchre of Orpheus, sing sweeter 
and louder than other nightingales. — Pausanias. 

Gongora has addressed this bird with somewhat more 
than his usual extravagance of absurdity : 

Con diferencia tal, con gracia tanta 
Aquel Ruisenor Ilora, que sospecho, 
Que tiene otros cien mil dentro del pecho. 

Que alteman su dolor por su garganta* 
■i 

With such a grace that nightingale bewails. 
That I suspect, so exquisite his note. 

An hundred thousand other nightingales 
Within him, warble sorrow through his throat* 
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Inhales her fragrant food, — P« 17. 

In the Caherman Nameh, the Dives haying taken la 
war some of the J^eris, imprisoned them in iron cagety 
whieh they hong from the highest trees they coald fiad* 
There« from time to time, their companions visited tlieni 
with the most precious odours. These odoars were the 
usual food of the Peris, and procured them also another 
advantage, for they prevented the Dives from approach* 
ing or molesting them. The Dives could not bear the 
perfumes, which rendered them gloomy and melancholy 
whenever they drew near the cage in which a Peri waf 
nspended.— -D'JEfer&0<oli 

Of man, for oncCf partook one common joy.'-^P, 17* 

Dnm autem ad nnptias celebrandas solemnissimum cone 
▼ivinm pararetur, concussus est Angelis admirantibus, 
thronns Dei : atque ipse Deus m^estate planus pnecepit 
Custodi Paradisi, nt puellas, et pneros ejus cum festivis 
omamentis educeret, et calices ad bibendum ordina* 
tira disponeret :grandiores item puellas, et jam sororian- 
tibos mammis prseditas, et juvenes ill is cosbvos, pretiosis 
vestibos indueret. Jussit prasterea Gabrielem vexillnra 
landis supra Meccanom Templum ezplicare. Tunc vero 
valles omnes et montes prce IsBtitiam gestire coeperunt, et 
iota Mecca nocte ilia velut olla super ignem imposita ef- 
ferbuiL Eodem tempore prsscepit Deus Gabrieii, ut su- 
per omnes mortales uogueota pretiosissima dispeigeret, 
admirantibus omnibus subitum ilium atque insolitum odo* 
itm, quem in gratiam novorum cozyugum divinitus ejhtu^ 
UDiversi cognovere.— Jtfaroect. 

b8. 
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On iilken carpets sate the festive train.**P. 18* 

S<dynius II. received the ambassadors sitiing^ upon a 
pallet which the Turks call Mastdbe^ used by tbera in 
their chambers to sleep and to feed upon, covered with 
carpets of silky as was the whole floor of the chamber 
bUmo^^KmIUs. 

Among the presents that were exchanged between the 
Persian and Ottoman sovereigns in 1568» were carpets of 
silk, of camel's hair, lesser ones of silk and gold, and 
some called TefUch ; made of the finest lawn, and so large 
that seven men could scarcely carry one of them.'^iCfio/^es, 

In the beautiful story of Ali Beg, it is said Cha Sefi 
when he examined the house of his father's favourite, 
was much surprized at seeing it so badly furnished with 
plain skins and coarse carpets, whereas the other nobles 
in their houses trod only upon carpets of silk and gold* 
^-Tavemier* 

Of pearly shelly 4[C, — P. 18. 

On the way from Macao to Canton, in the rivers and 
channels, there is taken a vast quantity of ousters, of 
irbose shells they make glass for the windows. — GerneUi 
Careri, 

In the Chinese Novel Hau Kiou C&oann, we read, 
Sbuey-ping-sin ordered her servants to bang up a curtain 
of mother-of-pearl across the hall. She commanded the 
first table to be set for her guest without the curtain, and 
two lighted tapers to be placed upon it. Afterwards 
ihe ordered a second table, but without any light, to be 
set for herself within the curtain, so that she could see 
every thing through it, unseen herself. 
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Iffaiter Gcoige Taber?iley in bis letten tnm Mwitciff, 
1668y describes tbe Russian windows : 

They have do English glasse ; of slices of a rocke 
Higbt Slnda they their windows maiLey that Ei^liih 

glasse doth mocke. 
They cot it very thinne, and sow it with a thred 
In pretie order like to panes, to serre their present 

need. 
No other glasse, good fkith, doth give a better light. 
And sure the rock is nothing rich, the cost is very 

slight.— Hofc/uyt. 
The Indians of Malabar use mother^f-pearl for win* 
dow panes.— fVo. Paolino da San Bartolomeo^ 

Or where tkewme^vatef ^c— P. 18. 

The King and the great Lords have a sort of cellar tot 
magnificence, where they sometimes drink with persons 
whom they wish to regale. These cellars are square 
rooms, to which you descend by only two or three steps, 
in the middle is a small cistern of water, and a rich car- 
pet coyers the ground from the widls to the cistern. At 
the four comers of the cistern are four large glass bottles, 
each containing about twenty quarts of wine, one white, 
another red. From one to the other of these, smaller 
bottles are ranged of the same material and form, that is, 
round, with a long neck, holding about four or fire quarts, 
white and red alternately. Round the cellar are several 
rows of niches in the wall, and in each nich b a bottle 
•bo of red and white alternately. Some niches ai« 
Blade to hold two. Some windows give light to the 
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apartment, and all these bottles so well ranged with their 
▼arioos colours, have a very fine effect to the eye. They 
are always kept fall, the wine preserving better, and 
therefore are replenished as fast as they are emptied*-^ 
T09ernier, 

From golden goblets therCf j-c. — P. 19. 

The Cuptzi, or king of Persia*s merchant^ treated us 
with a collation, which was served in, in plate vermilion 

gat. 

The Persians having left us, the ambassadors sent to 
the Chief Weywode a present, which was a large drink- 
ing cup, vermilion gilt. — Amhauador't Travols* 

At Ispahan, the king's horses were watered with silver 
pails thus coloured* 

The Turks and Persians seem wonderfully fond of gild- 
ing; we read of their gilt stirrups^ gilt bridles,^gilt ma- 
ces, gilt scymitars, &c, &.c. 

That beverage^ the mother of%iru.^~'V, 19. 

Mohammedes vinum appellabat Matrem peccatorum; 
cni sententisB Hafez, Anacreon ille Persarum, minimc 
ascribit suam $ dicitautem. 

** Acre illud (vinum) quod vir religiosus mtUrem pecca- 
torum vocitat, 

Optabilius nobis ac dulcius videtur, quam Tirginis sua- 
viam**'— Ptfeieot Aiiat» Com* 

IHHe Ignera ilium nobis liquidam, 

Hoc cstf ignem ilium aquae similem affier.— Ha/es. 
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Thai fragrant fiom its dewy voie^ 4'^.— tP. 19k 

They export from Com eartheo ware both white and 
▼arnisbed i and this is peculiar to the white ware which 
Is thence transported, that in the summer it cools the wa- 
ter wonderfully and, very suddenly, by reason of conti- 
nual transpiration. So that they who desire to drink cool 
and deliciously, ne?er drink in the same pot above five or 
BIX days at most. They wash it with rose water the first 
time, to take away the ill smell of the earth, and they 
hang it in the air full of water, wrapped up in a moist 
linen cloth. A fourth part of the water transpires in six 
lionrs the first time ; after that, still less from day to 
day, till at last the pores are closed up by the thick mat- 
ter contained in the water which stops in the pores. But 
§o soon as the pores are stopt, the water stinks inthepotSy 
and you must take new ones. — Ckardin, 

In Kgypt people of fortune burn Scio matHc in theif 
cnps ; the penetrating odour of which pervades the po- 
rous substance, which remains impregnated with it a long 
time, and imparts to the water a perfume which requiret 
the aid of habit to render it pleasing.— -Sonniiii. 

And Coibin'fluiciout grapes of ambtr hue,^»P. SO; 

Casbin produces the fairest grape in Persia, whicK 
they call Shahoni^ or the royal grape> being of a gold co- 
lour, transparent, and as big as a small olive. These 
grapes are dried and transported all over the kingdom* 
They also make the strongest wine in the worli^ and the 
most luscious, but very thick, as all ttroqg and sweet 
wines nsaally are. This incomparable grape grows onij 
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■pon the yonng braocbes, wbicfa they never water. So 
that, for five mootbs togetber, they grow in the heat of 
snranier, and under a scorching^ luh, withoat receiving a 
drop of water, either from the siiy or otherwise* When 
the vintage Is over, they let in tlieir cattle to browse in 
the vineyards ; afterwards they cut oflf all the great wood, 
and leave only the young ttotks about three feet high, 
which need no propping up with poles as 4n other places, 
and therefore they never malie use of atfy such support- 
ers.— C^rdtfi. 

Here eated in ice, the apricot, j«.*— P. 80* 

Dr Fryer received a present from tlie Caun of Bunder* 
Abassn, of apples cftndied in snow. 

When Tavernier made his first visit to the Kan at Eri« 
van, he found him with several of his officers regaling in 
the Chambers of the Bridge, They had wine which they 
cooled with ice, and all kinds of fruit and melons in large 
plates, under each of which was a plate of ice. 

A great number of cataiels were laden with finow to 
cool the liquors and fruit of the Caliph Mahadt, when he 
made the pilgrimage to Mecca. * 

Their ancles hound with braceUt'bellSf 4^.— tP. SO* 

Of the Indian dancing women who danced before the 
ambassadors at Ispahan, *< some were shod after a very 
strange manner. They had above the instep of the foot 
a siring tied, with little bells fastened thereto, whereby 
they disMNrered the exactness of their cadence, and some- 
times cbrrected the ttiusic itself; as they did also by the 
Tiarpanesor Caitagnets, which they had in their hands^ 
in the managing whereof they were very expert.** 
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if 

At KonjtuTf MoDgo Park saw a dance ** in wlitcli ma* 
ay performen anisted, all of whom were provided witk 
little bells, which were fastened to their legs and arms." 

TrampamU garmentt to the greedjf tye, ^Cb— P. 8(K 

At Seronge, a sort of cloth is made so fine, that the 
ikin may be seen through 'it, as though it were naked. 
Merciiaats are net permitted to export this, the governor 
lending all that b made to the Seraglio of the Great Mo- 
gul, and the chief lords of his court. C*est de quoy les 
Sultanes et les femmes des Grands Seigneurs, s^ font det 
chemises, et des robes pour la chaleur, et le Roy et les 
Grands se plaiseot % les voir au travers de ces chemises 
fines, et a les faire danser. — Tavemier, 

Loud from the chambers of the bridge fteioto.— P. 22* 

I came to a village called Capri-Kent, or the Village 
of the Bridge, because there is a very fair bridge that 
stands not far from it, built upon a river called Tabadi. 
This bridge is placed between two mountains, separated 
only by the river, and supported by four arches, unequal 
both in their height and breadth. They are built after 
an irregMar form, in regard of two great heaps of a rock 
that stand in the river, upon which they laid so many 
arches. Those at the two ends are hollowed on both 
sides, and serve to lodge passengers, wherein they have 
made to that purpose little chambers and porticos, with 
every one a chimney. The arch In the middle of the ri- 
▼er is hollowed qliite through, from one part tot|fe other, 
with two chambers at the ends^ and two large balconies 
coveredi where they take the cool air In-theBommer with 
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great delight, and to which there'll a descent of two pair 
•f stain hewn out of the rock. There is not a fairer 
bridge in all Georgia. — Chardin, 

Over the river Isperuth ** there is a very fair bridge, 
bailt on six arches, each whereof hath a spacious room, 
a kitchen, and several other conveniences, l>ing even 
with water. The going down into it is by a stone paiv 
of stairs, so that this bridge is able to find entertainment 
for a whole caravaone." — Amb, Tr, 
' The most magnificent of these bridges is the bridge of 
Zolpha at Ispahan. 
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Now all is done ; bring home the Bride again. 
Bring home the triumph of our victory ! 

Bring home with you the glory of her gain, 
Withjoyance bring her, and with jollity* 

Neoer had man more joyful day than this, 

Whom Heaven would heap with bliss. 

"* Spenser's Efithalamium* 



THALABA THE DESTROYER. 



THE SEVENTH BOOK. 



1. 

FaOH fear, and from amazement, and from joy. 

At length the Arabian Maid recovering 8peech» 

Threw around Tbalaba her arms, and ctied^ 

^My fether ! O my father i"* ... Thalaba 

In wonder lost, yet fearful to enquire. 

Bent down his cheek on hers, 

And their tears met, and mingled as they fbll. 

2. 
Okbiza. 

At night they seized me, Thalaba ! in my sleep, • « 
Thou wert not near, • .and yet when in their grasp 
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I woke, my shriek of terror called on thee* 

My father could not save me, . . an old man ! 

And they were strong and many, . • O my God, 

The hearts they must have had to hear his prayers^ 

. And yet to leave him childless I 

Thalaba. 

We will seek him ; 

We will return to Araby. 

Oneiza. 

Alas! 

We should not find him, Thalaba I our tent 

Is desolate 1 the wind hath heaped the 6and» 

Within its door, the lizard's track is left 

Fresh on the untrodden dust ; prowling by night 

The tyger, as he passes, hears no breath 

Of man> and turns to search its solitude* 

Alas ! he strays a wretched wanderer 

Seeking his child ! old man, he will not rest, • • 

He cannot rest, ... his sleep is misery, • • 

His dreams are of my wretchedness, my wrongs • % 

O Thalaba ! this is a wicked place ! 

Letusbegonei 
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Thalaba* 

But how to pass again 

The iron doors that opening at a breath 

Gave easy entrance ? armies in their strength^ 

Would fail to move those hinges for return I 

Oneiza. 

But we can climb the mountains that shut in 

This dreadful garden. 

Thalaba. 

Are Oneiza's limbs 

Equal to that long toil ? 

Onziza, 

Oh I am strong. 

Dear Thalaba I for this • . fear gives me force^ 

And you are with me ! 

So she took his hand^ 

And gently drew him forward, and they went 

Towards the mountain chain. 

It was broad moonlight, and obscure or lost 
The garden beauties lay, 
But the great boundary rose, distinctly marked. 
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These were no little hills. 

No sloping uplands lifting to the*sun 

Their vine-yards^ with fresh verdure, and the shade 

Of ancient woods, courting the loiterer 

To win the easy ascent : stone mountains these^ 

Desolate rock oh rock, 

The burthens of the earth, 

Whose snowy summits met the morning beam 

When night was in the vale, whose feet were fix'd 

In the world's foundations. Thalaba surveyed 

The heights precipitous. 

Impending crags, rocks unascendible, 

And summits that had tir'd the eagle's wing; 

<< There is no way !'' he cried* 

Paler Oneiza grew, 

And hung^pon his arm a feebler weight. 

4. 

But soon again to hope 

Revives the A]|bian maid. 

As ohalaba imparts the sudden thought. 

<* I past a river,'' cried the youth, 

^' A full and copious stream. 
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** The flowing waters cannot be restrain'di 

** And where they find or force their way* 

^ There we perchance may follow ; thitherward 

<^ The current rolled along.'' 

So saying, yet again in hope 

Quickehing their eager steps^ 

They turned them thitherward. 

6. 
Silent and calm the river rolled along. 

And at the verge arriv'd 
Of that fiiir garden, o'er a rocky bed 

Towards the mountain-base^ 

Still full and silent, held its even way. 

But farther as they went its deepening sound 

Louder and louder in the distance rose. 

As if it forced its stream 

Struggling with crags along a narrow pass. 

Andlo ! where raving o'er a hollow course 

The ever*flowing tide 

Foams in a thousand whirlpools ! there adown 

The perforated rock 

Plunge the whole waters; so precipitous, 
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So &thomle8S a fall, 

That their earthHshaking roar came deadened up 

Like subterranean thunders. 

6. 

** Allah save us ?* 

Oneiza cried, '^ there is no path for maft 

'^ From this accursed place !'' 

And as she spake, her joints 

Were looseu'd, and her knees sunk under her* 

^' Cheer up, Oneiza !" Thalaba replied, 

<< Be of good heart. We cannot fly 

*^ The dangers of the place, 

^' But we can conquer them !" 

7. 

And the young Arab's soul 

Arose within him ; '< What is he,'' he cried, 

« Who hath prepared this garden of delight, 

<< And wherefore are its snares ?" 

a 

The Arabian Maid replied, 

10 
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** The Women, friien I entered, welcome me 

** To Paradisey by Aloadin's will 

** Chosen, like themselves, a Houri of the Earth. 

** They told me, credulous of his blasphemies, 

** That Aloadin placed them to reward 

** His faithful servants with the joys of Heaven* 

** O Thalaba, and all are ready here 

** To wreak his wicked will, and work all crimes ! 

^ How then shall we escape V* 

9. 

« Woe to him P' cried the Appointed, a stem smile 

Darkening with stronger shades his countenance; 

** Woe to him ! he hath laid his toils 

** To tsdce the Antelope, 

*^ The Lion is come in !'' 

She shook her head, << A Sorcerer he 

^' And guarded by so many ! Thalaba, . • 

** And thou but one !'' 

10. 

He raised his hand to Heaven, 

^* Is there not God, Oneiza i 

VOL. II. c 
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^ I have a TalismaD/ that, whoso bears^ 

^* HiiD, nor the Earthly, nor the Infernal Powers 

^* Of Evil, can cast down* 

** Remember Destiny 

*' Hath markM me from mankind ! 

*^ Now rest in faith, and I will guard thy sleep ^" 

11. 

So on a violet bank 

The Arabian Maid laid down, 

Her soft cheek pillow'd upon moss and flowers* 

She lay in silent prayer. 

Till prayer had tranquillized her fears. 

And sleep fell on her. By her side 

Silent sate Thalaba, 

And gaz*d upon the Maid, 

And as he gaz'd, drew in 

New courage and intenser faith. 

And waited calmly for the eventful day* 

12- 

Loud sung the Lark, the awaken'd Maid 

Beheld him twinkling in the morning light. 
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And wish'd for wings and liberty like his* 
The flush of fear inflam'd her cheek/ 
But Thalaba was calm of soul, 
Collectedfor the work. 
He ponder'd in his mind 
How from Lobaba's breast 
His blunted arrow fell. ^ 

Aloadin too might wear 
Spell perchance of equal power 
To blunt the weapon's edge ! 
Beside the river-brink 
Rose a young poplar, whose unsteady leaves 
Varying their verdure to the galoi 
With silver glitter caught 
His meditating eye. 
Then to Oneiza tum'd the youth, 
And gave his father's bow. 
And o'er her shoulders slung 
The quiver artow-stor'd. 
<< Me other weapon suits ;" said he, 
« Bear thou the Bow : dear Maid, 
<< The days return upon me, when these shafts, 
** True to thy guidance, &om the lofty palm 
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^' Brought down the duster, and thy gladden'd eye, 
** Exulting, turn'd to seek the voice of praise* 

'' Oh ! yet again, Oneiza, we shall share 
'^ Our desert-joys !'' So saying, to the bank 
He mov'dy and stooping lew. 
With double grasp, hand below hand, he clench'd^ 
^ And from its watry soil 

. Uptore the popUr trunk. 

^ Then off he shook the dotted eartb, 

And broke away the head 

And boughs, and lesser roots ; 

And lifting it aloft, 

Wielded with able sway the massy dub. 

<' Now for this child of Hdl ?* quoth Thalaba ; 

<< Belike he shall ex .^i«ge to-day 

<< His dainty Paradise 

** For other dwelling, and the fruit 

*^ Of Zaccoum, cm*sed tree*'' 

13. 
With that the youth and Arab maid 
Toward the centre of the garden past. 
It chanced that Aloadin had convoked 
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The garden«habitant8y 

And with the assembled throng 

Oneiza mingled, and the Appointed Youth, 

Unmark'd they mingledi or if one 

With busier finger to his neighbour notes 

The quiver'd Maid, " haply/* he says, 

** Some daughter of the Homerites, 

** Or one who yet remembers mth delight 

** Her native tents of Himiar !** ** Nay !'* rejoins 

His comrade, ** a love-pageant 1 for the man 

** Mimics with that fierce eye and knotty club 

** Some savage lion-tamer, she forsooth 
« Must play the heroine of the years of old !'' 

• 

14. 

Radiant with gems upon his throne of gold 

Sate Aloadin ; o'er the Sorcerer's head 

Hovered a Bird, and in the firagrant air 

Waved his-wide winnowing wings, 

A living canopy. 

Large as the hairy Cassowar 

Was that o'ershadowing Bird; 

Se huge his talons, in their grasp 



■/f 
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The Eagle would have hung a helpless prey. 

His beak was iron, and his plumes 

Glittered like burnish'd gold. 

And his eyes glow'd, as though an inward fire 

Shone through a diamond orb. 

15. 

The blinded multitude 

Ador'd the Sorcerer, 

And bent the knee before himi 

And shouted out his praise, 

^^ Mighty art thou, the Bestower of joy, 

« The Lord of Paradise !" 

Then Aloadin rose .and waved his hand, 

And they stood mute, and moveless. 

In idolizing awe. 

16. 

<' Children of Earth,'' he cried, 

** Whom I have guided here 

<< By easier passage than the gate of Death ; 

** The infidel Siiltan, to whose lands 

** My mountains reach their root8» 
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** Blasphemes and threatens me* 

** Strpng are his armies^ many are his guards, 

** Yet may a dagger find him. 

** Children of Earth, I tempt ye not 

<' With the vain promise of a bliss miseen, 

** With tales of a hereafter Heaven 

** Whence never Traveller hath returned ! 

'' Have ye not tasted of the cup of joy, 

** That in these groves of happiness 

** For ever over-mantling tempts 

« The ever-thirsty lip ?" 

'* Who is there here that by a deed . 

'* Of danger will deserve 

'^ The eternal joys of actual paradise ?'' 

17. 

« I !'* Thalaba exclaimU 

And springing forward, on the Sorcerer's head 

He dash'd the knotty club* 

18. 

He fell not, though the force 

Shatt^wd his skull } nor flow'd the blood, 
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For by some helliBh talisman 

His life imprisoned still 

Dwelt in the body. The astonished crowd 

Stand motionless with fear, and wait 

Immediate vengeance from the wrath of Heaven* 

And k) ! the Bud • • the monster Bird, 

Soars up . • then pounces down 

To seize on Thalaba i 

Now, Oneiza^ bend the bow^ 

Now dr%w die arrow home ! • • • 

True fled the arrow from Oneiza's hand ; 

It pierced the monster Bird, 

It broke the Talisman, . • 

Then darkneas covered all, .* 

Earth shook. Heaven thundered, and amid the yells 

Of Spirits accurs'd, destroy'd 

The Paradise of Sin. 

19, 

At last the earth was still ; 

The yelling of the Demons ceased; 

Opening the wreck and ruin to their sight. 

The darkness roUM away. Alone in life, 
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Amid the desolation and the dead. 

Stood the Destrpyer and the Arabian Maad. 

They look'd around, the rodcs were rent. 

The path was open, late by tastgit clos'd. ' 

Awe-struck and silent down the stony glen 

They wound their thoughtful way. 

aa 

Amid the vale below 

Tents rosei and streamets play'd. 

And javelins qparkled in ihe sun^ 

And multitudes encamped, 

SwarmM, far as eye could follow, o'er the plafai. 

There in his war-pavilion sate 

In council with his' Chiefs 

The Sultan of the Land. 

Before his presence there a Captain led 

Oneiza and the appointed Youth. 

21. 

<< Obedient to our Lord's command/' said he^ 

<^ We past toward die mountains, and began 

<< The ascending strait ; when suddenly Earth shookj 

c2 



.1. 
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'* And darkness, like the midnight^ fell around, 

^ And fire and thunder came from Heaven 

^f As though the Retribution day were come. 

'< After the terror ceas'd, and when with hearts 

** Somewhat assured, again we ventured on, 

** This youth and woman met us on the way. 

'* They told us, that from Aloadin's haunt 

'< They came, on whom the judgment-strokehathfaOeuii 

*^ He and his sinful Paradise at once 

*^ Destroyed by them, the agents they of Heaven. 

Therefore I brought them hither to repeat 

<' The tale before thy presence ; that as search 

** Shall prove it false or faithful, to their merit 

<< Thou mayest reward them.'' 

" Be it done to us,** 

Thalaba answer'd, ** as the truth shall prove I'* 

22. 

The Sultan while he spake 

Fix'd on him the proud eye of sovereignty ; 

^ If thou hast play 'd with us, 

By Allah and by Ali, Death shall seal 

<< The lying lips for ever ! if the thing 

8 
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^ Be as thou isayest it, Arab, diou sbalt stand 

« Next to ourself I'* . . . 

Harl^! while he speaks, the cry, 

•The lengthening cry, the increasing shout 

Of joyful multitudes ! 

Breathless and panting to the tent 

The bearer of good tidings comes, 

** O Sultan, live for ever ! be thy foes 

«LikeAloadinaU! 
^< The wiath of God bath smitten him." 

Joy at die welcome tale 

Shone in the Sultan's cheek; 

^* Array the Arab in the robe 

*' Of honour," he exclaimed, 

^ And place a chain of gold around his neck, 

<<.AQd bind around his brow the diadem, 

*^ And mount him on my steed of state, 

** And lead him through the camp, 

** And let the Heralds go before and cry, 

** Thus shall the Sultan reward 

** The man who serves him well I" 
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Then in the purple robe 

They vested Thalaba, 

And hung around his neck the golden chaini 

And bound his forehead with tJhe diadem. 

And on the royal steed 

They led him through ^e camp^ 

And heralds went before and eriedi 

'< Thus shall the Sultan reward 
^< The man who serves him well P' 

When from the pomp of triumph 

And presence of the King 

Thalaba sought the tent allotted him. 

Thoughtful the Arabian Maid beheld 

His animated eye. 

His cheek inflam'd with pride* 

^< Oneiza!" cried the youth, 

** The King hath done according to his word| 

** And made me in the land 

** Next to Jiimself be nam'd ! • • 

<< But why that serious melancholy smile i 



• • • 
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** Oneiza, when I heard the voice that gave me 

^* Honour, and wealth, and fkme, the instant thought 

^* Arose to fill my joy, that thou would'st hear 

<* The tidings, and be happy.*' 

Oneiza. 

Thalaba» 

Thou would'st not have me mirthful ! am I not 

An orphan, • . among strangers? 

Thalaba* 

But with me! 

Oneiza* 

My Father, • • 

Thalaba. 

Nay^ be comforted ! last night 

To what wert thou expos'd ! in what a peril 

The morning found us ! • • safety, honour, wealth. 

These now are ours. This instant who thou wert 

■Hie Sultan ask- d* I told him from our childhood 

We had been plighted; • • was I wrong, Oneiza i 

And when he said with bounties he would heap 

Our nuptials, • . wilt thou blame me if I blest 

His wiUy that bade me fix the marriage day !••••• 

In tears; my love } 



• • 
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Onbiza. 

Remember Destiny 

Hath mark'd thee from mankikd ! 

Thalaba. 

Perhaps when Aloadin was destroy'd, 

The mission ceas'd ; else would wise Providence 

With its rewards and blessings strew my path 

Thus for accomplished service i 

Oneiza. 

Thalaba i 

T^ALARA. 

Or if haply not, yet whither should I go ? 

Is it not prudent to abide in peace 

Till I am summon^ i 

Okeiza. 

Take me to the Deserts ! 

Thalaba. 

But Moath is not there ; and would'st thou dwell 

In a Stranger's tent i thy &ther then might seek 

In long and firuitless wandering for his chOd. 

Onbiza. 

Take me then to Mecca ! 

There let me dwell a servant of the Temple, 
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Bind thou thyself my vefl, • • to human eye 

It never shall be lifted. There^ whilst thou 

Shalt go upon thine enterprize, my prayers. 

Dear Thalaba ! shall rise to succour thee» 

And I shall live, • • if not in happiness, 

Surely in hope. 

Thalaba. 

Oh think of better things ! 

The will of Heaven is plain : by wonderous ways ' 

It led us here, and soon the common voice 
Will tell what we have done^ and how we dwell 

Under the shadow of the Sultan's wing ; 

So shall thy father hear the fame» and find us 

What he hath wish'd us ever. • • Still in tears ! 

Still that unwilling eye ! nay • • nay • • Oneiza • • 

I dare not leave thee other than my own, . • 

My wedded wife. Honour and gratitude 
As yet preserve the Sultan from all thoughts 
That sin against thee ; but so sure as Heaven 

Hath gifted thee above all other maids 

With loveliness, so surely would those thoughts 

Of wrong arise within the heart of Power. 
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If thoa art-mine, Oneia, we are safi^ 
But dse, there is no sandiiarf could save* 

OnEI2A. 

« Thalaba! Thalaba! 

With songy with music, and with dance. 

The bridal pomp proceeds. 

Fdlowing ion the vefled Bride 

Fifty female slaves attend 

In costly rdbes, that gleam 

With interwoven gold. 

And sparkle far with gems. 

^ hundred slaves behind them bear 

Vessels of silver and vessels of gold. 

And many a gorgeous garment gay. 

The presents ihat the Sultan gave. 

On either hand the pages go 

With torches flaring through the gloom. 

And trump and tunbrel mernment 

Accompanies their way ; 
And multitudes with loud acclaim 
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Shout blessings on the Bride. 
And now they reach the palace pile. 

The palace home of Thalabay 

And now the marriage feast b spread, 

And from the finished banquet now 

The wedding guests are gone. 

27. 
Who comes from the bridal chamber ? . • • 
It is Aaraely the Angd of Death. 
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WUhiu iU ioor the UmrtTt trtuik U left, fc— P. 44. 

Tex dust which ovenpreads these beds of wad is so 
floe, that the lightestfaiiiiDal, the smallest iosecty leaves 
there, as oo snoWy the vestiges of its track. The varieties 
of these impressions prodace a pleasing effect, ia spots 
where the saddened soal expects to meet with nothing 
-but sjrmptoms of tlie proscriptioos of natare— It it impos- 
Mible to $ee any thing more beautiful than the traces of the 
passage of a species of very small lizards, extremely 
common in these desarts. The extremity of their tail 
forais regular sinuosities, in the middle of two rows of 
deiineations, also regularly imprinted by their four feet, 
with their Aw slender toes. These traces are multiplied 
and interwoven near the subterranean retreats of these 
little animak, and present a singular assemblage which 
is net void of beauty^-^SonninU 
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In thetooMsfiundationSf j-CMtP. 46. 

These lines are feebly adapted from a passage in Bur- 
net's Theory of the Earth. 

HsBC autem dictfei vellem de geutlinis et majoribos ter- 
ras montibus; non gratos Bacchi colles hie intelligimos, 
ant amoenos illos monticulos, qui viridi herba et Ticino 
fonte et arboribosj Tim a»tivi solis repellunt : bisce ooq 
deest sua qnalisconque elegantia et jucunditas. Sed 
longe aliud hie respicimus, nempe longseva illa> tristia et 
squalentia corpora^ telluris pondera, quas duro capite ri* 
gent inter nubes, infixisque in terram sazeis pediboSy ab 
innumeris secnlis stetenint immobilia^ atque nudo pectore 
pertolerant tot annonim ardentes soles, fulmina et procel* 
las* Hi sunt primaevi et immortales illi montes, qui non 
aliunde^ quam ex fracta mundi compage ortum suum da* 
cere potuerunt, nee nisi cum eadem perituri sunt. 

The whole chajpter de montibm is written witif the elo* 
qoence of a poet. Indeed, Gibbon iMstowed no exagge- 
rated praise on BuAiet in saying, that he bad << blended 
seriptttre, history, and tradition, into one magnificent sys- 
tem, with a sublimity of imagination scarcely inferior to 
Milton himself." This work should be read In Latin, the 
authof^s own translation is miserably inferior. He li?e4 
in the wont age of English prose. 

■ ♦ 
' OfZaccoumfCurteiTi^e^ — P. 59. 

The Zacconm is a tree which iasiieth from the bottote 

of Hell f the fruit thereof resembleth the heads of devils i 

and the damned shall eat of the same, and shall fill their 

bellies therewith ; and there shall be given them thereon 
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« mtxttire of boiling water to drinlci afterwards ibaUt 
they retnm to HelL— JToran, Clap. ST. 
. Thit J^ellisli Zaccoom Iiat its name from a tboroy trea 
ia Tehama, which, bears frait like an almond, bat ex- 
treaty bitter; therefore the same name is given to the 
infernal tree.— So/e. 

Some daughter of the flomerttei.— P« 53. 

When the sister of the fhmons Derar was made prison* 
ar befiftre Oamascus, with many otlier Arabian women, 
she excited them to mutiny, they seiaed the poles of the 
teets^ and attacked their captors. This bold resolution, 
my Marigigp, was not inspired by impotent anger. Most 
of tliese women had military inclinations jalready $ parti* 
calariy those wlio were of the tribe of HImiar, or of the 
Hmneritcs, where they are early exercised in ridlj^ the 
horse, a^ In asii^ the bow, th.e lance, and the ja?diin« 
The revolt was saccessfol, for, daring the en^gagement, 
Denur capae up to their assistance-*— ^or^ny. 

The Paradise of Sin.— P. 66. 

In the N. £. parts of Persia there was an old man mi« 
■Md Aloadin, aMahumetao, which had Inclosed a goodly 
Tally^ sitnate between two hlUes, and famished it with 
aU variety which nature and art could yidd % as fruits^ 
pictares,. rillet of milk, wine, honey, water, pallaceS| 
beautiful damoselh^ richly attired, and called it Pai- 
Xo this was no passage but by an hnpregnable 
castle ; and daily preaching the pleasures of this Para* 
dise to the youth which he kept in his court, sometimes 
would minister a sleepy drinke to some of them, and thea 
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i6tive\gh thein (hither, where, being entertained wfik 
these pleasures four or five days, they supposed thedt^ 
telves rapt into Paradise, and then beii^ again cast into 
ft trance by the said drinic, he caused them to be carried 
forth, and then would examine them of what they had 
seene, and by this delusion would make them resolute for 
any enterprize which he should appoint them; as to 
murther any prince his enemy, for they feared not death 
in hope of their Mahumetical Paradise. But Haslor or 
Ulan, after three years siege, destroyed him, and this hit 
foors Paradise.-^PurcAot. 

In another place, Purchas tells the sam^ tale, but caUs 
the impostor Aladeules, and says that Selim the Ottoman 
Emperor destroyed his Paradise, 

The story is told by many writers, but with such dif- 
ference of time and place, as wholly to invalidate Its 
truth, even were the circumstances more probable. 

Travelling on further towards the south, I arrived at a 
certaine countrey called Melistorte, which is a very plea* 
sant and fertile place. And in this countrey there was 
a certeine aged man called Senex de Monte, who, round 
about two mountaines, had built a wall to inclose the 
sayd mountaines. Within this wall there were the fair* 
est and most chrystall fountaines in the whole world : and 
about the sayd fountaines there were most beautiful vir- 
gins in great number, and goodly horses also ; and, in a 
word, every thing that could be devised for bodily solace 
and delight, and therefore the inhabitants of the countrey 
call the same place by the name of Paradise. 
' The sayd olde Senex, when he saw any proper and va» 
liant young maui he would admit him into his paradise* 
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lloireovelr by €«rtaiiie condacte, be makes wine wad mtik 
im flow abundantly. This Senex, when he hath a mindit 
to tewfogt himselfe, or to slay any kin^ or baron, com* 
imdetb him that is governor of the sayd Paradise, to 
Mif thereonto some of the acquaintance of the sayd 
Vtag or baiton, permitting him a while to take his plea- 
wut therein, and then to give him a certeine potion, 
hmibg of force to cast him into such ^slumber as shoild 
make bim quite void of all sense, and so beli^ in a pro* 
fiNUNle sleepe, to convey bim out of his paradise t who 
being awaked, and seeing himselfe thrust out of the pac 
radise, would become so sorruwfull, that he could not in 
the world devise what to do, or whither to fiirae liim* 
Tlien would he go onto the forsaide old man, beseechii^ 
him that he might be admitted againe into his paradise t 
who saith onto him, you cannot be admitted thither, on- 
lesse yon will slay such or such a man for my sake, and 
if yon will give the attempt onely whether yon kill him 
or no, I will place yon againe in paradise, that there 
yon may rcmaine alwayes. Then would the party, with- 
out fbile, put the same in execution, Indeavouring to mur- 
tber all those against whom the sayd olde man had con- 
ceived an^ hatred. And therefore all the kings of the 
£ast stood in awe of the sayd olde man, and gave nnto 
bim great tribute. 

And when the Tartars had subdued a great part of the 
world, they came unto the sayd olde man, and tooke 
from him the custody of his paradise ; who being incen- 
sed thereat, sent abroad divers desperate and resolute 
penons out of his forenamed paradise, and caused many 
#f the IWarian nobles to be slaint The Tartars, seelof 
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iliisy vent and besieged the city wlierein tlieaayd old# 
nan was, tooke bim, and put bim to a moBt cimU aad||^ 
nominious. death. — Odoricu$, 

The most particular account is giren by tliat oateiil* 
ed liar. Sir John ManndeTille. \. - 

<< Beside the Yle of Pentexoire, that is, the Lon^ ef 
Prestre Joho, is a gret Yle, lon|; and brode, that 
depen Milsterak ; and it is in the Lordschipe of 
John. In that Yle is gret plentee of godes. There^^hvl 
dwellinge sometyme a rychemani and it is not long si^ 
then, and men clept hira Gatholonabes; and he was taXL 
of canteles, and of sotylledisceytes ; and had a (bile foil 
castelle, tmd_ a strong^ in a momitayne, so strong and so 
Qob^y that n# man cowde devise a fairere, ne a stren^ 
gere^ And l|e.4iad , let marea all the moontayne aboute 
with a st|P^g waUe and a £»ir. And withinne the wallet 
he had the fairest garden that ony man might behold | 
and therein were trefs berynge all maner 6f fmtes that 
ony man cowde devise, and therein were also alle maner 
Tertaous herbes of gode smelle, and all other herbes also 
that beren faire fioures, and he had also in that gardyn 
many faire welles, and beside the welles he had lete 
make faire halles and iaire chambres, depeynted alie 
with gold and aznre* And there weren in that placd 
many dyverse thinges, and many dyverse stories ; and of 
bcstes and of bryddes that soogen foUe delectabely, and 
moveden be craft that it semede that thei weren qnyke* 
And he had also in his gardyn all maner of fowles and of 
bestes, that ony man might thinke on, for to have pley • 
or desport to beholde hem* And he had also in that 
place, the faireste damyseles that myghte ben fooude iiii« 
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der ihe a^.of 16 sere, and the faireit Eonge striplyngM 
t|imt men myghte gete of that same age; and all the! 
werai clothed in clothes of gold ftilly rychely, and he 
tejfde that tho weren angekt. And he had also let make 
three welles faire and noble» and all envy round with ston 
•f jasprcy of cristalle, dyapred with gold, and sett with 
fRcioas stoDcsy and grete orient perles. And he had 
■We a condoyt under erthe, so that the three welles^ at 
•Ui list, on scholde renne nilh, another wy% and another 
hooyy and that place he clept paradys. And whan that 
ony gode knyght, that was hardy and noble, came to see 
this Rialtee, he wonld lede him into his paradys, and 
•ehewen him theise wondirfiille thinges to his desport, 
and the marreylloas and delicious soi^ of dyverse 
bryddeSf and the faire damyseles and the faire welles of 
fliylk, wyn, and hooey plenteyons rennynge. And he 
woalde let make dyverse instruments of musick to sownen 
In an high tour, so merily# that it was joye for to here^ 
and no man scholde see the craft thereof: and tho, he 
■ayde, weren Anngeles of God, and that place was para- 
dys, that God bad behyghtrto his friendes, saying, Daio 
mbii terram ftueniem lacte et melle. And tlianne wolde 
he maken hem to drynken of certeyn drynk, whereof 
anon the! sholden be dronken, and thanne wolde hem 
thlnken gretter delyt than thei hadden before. And then 
wolde he seye to hem, that zif thei wolde dyen for him 
and for his love, that after hire dethe thei scholde come 
to his paradys, and their scholde ben of the age of the 
damyseles, and thei scholde pleyen with hem and zit ben 
maydenes. And after that zit scholde he putten hem in 
B fayrere paradys, where that thei scholde see God of 

VOL* !!• D 
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■stare Tiribelj in Ms nagestee aad in bii Mfaie, Aatf 
tkan wolde he schewe hem his enftfoA atfd segpe >en, that 
sif tbei wolde go tie such a lordy or nsch a man, ilhat 
was his eneniye, or contimrloos to his list, ilmt tlwi 
•cholde not drede to don it, and for to be sleyn tberefoae 
fcemselfe i for aftir hire dethe he wolde patten hem into 
aaotber parad js, that was an hundred fold ftiireie thtm 
tuy ofthe tothere : and there scholde thei dweUea wHk 
the most foirest damjseles that myghte be, aad pley with 
hem ever more. And thus wenten many dyveise Imtf 
bacheleres for to sle grete lords, in dyrerse comitrcesy 
that weren his enemyes, and maden liemself to ben slayn 
in hope to have that paradys; And thos often tyme he 
was revenged of his enemyes by his sotylle disceytes and 
fhlse canteles. And whan the worthe men of the contree 
hadden perceyved this sotylle £alshod of tills Gatholon- 
abes, thei assembled hem with force, and assayleden his 
castelle, and slowen him, and destroyden all the foire 
places, and alle the nobletees of that paradys. The 
place ofthe welles, and ofthe walks, and of many other 
•thinges, bene zit apertly sene i but the richesse is voyded 
clene. And it is not long gon sitben that place was de- 
stroyed«"*^ir John MaundevUU* 

** The man who wrvea him well /"—P. 60. 

Let the royal apparel be brought which the king oseth 
to wear, and the hone that the king rideth upon, and the 
crown royal which is set upon his head. 

Aad let this apparel and horse be delivered to the 
tend of one of the kiog*8 most noble princes, that they 
nay array the man withal whom the king delighteth to 
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honoor, and bring him on horseback tbroogh the street of 
the city, and proclaim before him. Thus shall it be done 
to the man whom the kmg ddighteth to honoor. 

Either^ yU 8, 9. 

Ttike me then to Mecca /—P. OS. 

The Sheik Kotbeddin discoMes the qnettion, whether 
it Jfey opon the whole, an advantage or dbadvantage to 
li?e at Mecca ? for all doctors agree, that good works 
performed there ha?e doable the merit which they would 
hare any where else. He therefore enquires, Whether 
the guilt of sins must not be augmented in a like propor^ 
tioD i^Notket de$ MSS. de la Bm. Nat. t. 4 541. 
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Quoipotius deeuit nottro te inferre tepulchro 

FeironiUof tibi tpargimiu has lacrimas* 
Spargimta ha» lacrmas^ masti monumenta parentiii^ 

Et tibi pro thalamo stemknus hunc tumulutn. 
Sperabam gemtor tadas pr^errejugah$^ 

Et titulopatrisjungere nomen avi; 
Hen ! gener est Orcus ; quique dukissima J per te 

Se sperabat avumy desinit esse pater. 

JOACH. BKLLAIUS. 



THALABA THE DESTROYER 



THE EIGHTH BOOK. 



1. 

Woman. 

Go not among the Tombs^ Old Min ! 

There is a madman there^ 

Old Man. 
Will he hann me if I go ? 

W0MAN» 

Not he, poor miserable man ! 

But 'tis a wretched sight to see 

His utter wretchedness. 

For all day long he lies on a grave. 

And never is he seen to weep. 

And never is he heard to groan ; 



s 



viir. 80 

Nor ever at the hour of prayer 

Bends his knee nor moves his lips. 

I have taken him food for charity, 

And never a word he spake; 

But yet so ghastly he looked, 

That I have awaken'd at night 

With the dream of his ghastly eyes« 

Now go not among the Tombs, Old Man I 

Old Man. 

Wherefore has the wrath of God 

So sorely stricken him ? 

Woman. 

He came a Stranger to the land. 

And did good service to the Sultan, 

And well his service was rewarded. 

The Sultan nam'd him next himself. 

And gave a palace for his dwelling, 

And dowered his bride with rich domains. 

But on his wedding night 

There came the Angel of Death* 

Since that hour> a man distracted 

Among the sepulchres he wanders. 

The Sultan, when he heard the tale. 
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Said, that for some untold crime 

Judgment thus had stricken him, 

Andy asking Heaven forgiveness 

That he had shewn him favour, 

Abandoned him to want. 

Old Man. . 
A Stranger did you say i 

. Woman. 

An Arab born, like you. 

But go not among the Tombs, 

For the sight of his wretchedness 

Might make a hard heart ache ! 

Old Man. 

Nay^ nay, I never yet have shunn'd 

A countryman in distress : 

And the sound of his dear native tongue 

May be like the voice of a friend. 

2. 

Then to the Sepulchre 

The Woman pointed out. 

Old Moath bent his way. 

By the tomb lay Thalabai 

d2 
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In die light rfthe setting eve ; 

The sun, and the wind, and the ram. 

Had rusted his raven locks ; 

His cheeks were fallen in. 

His fece-bones prominent; 

By the tomb he lay along. 

And his lean fingers played, 

Unwitting, with the grass that grew beside. . 

S. 

The Old Man knew him not, 

And, drawing near him, cried, 

** Countryman, peace be with thee V* 

The sound of his dear natiye toogue 

Awakened Thalaba; 

He raised his countenance, 

And saw the good Old Man, 

And he arose, and fell upon his neck. 

And groan'd in bitterness. 

Then Moath knew the youth. 

And fear'd that he was childless ; and he tum'd 

His eyes, and pointed to the tomb. 
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<< Old Man !" cried Thalaba, 
** Thy aearch is ended there !'* 

4. 

The father's cheek grew white. 

And his lip quivered with the misery; 

Howbeit, collecting, with a painful voice 

He answered, ** God is good ! his will be done !" 

5. 

The woe in which he spake, 

The resignation that inspired his speech, 

They soften'd Thalaba. 

^ Thou hast a solace in thy grief,'' he cried, 

** A comforter within ! 

** Moath ! thou seest me here^ 

** Delivered to the Evil Powers, 

** A God-abandon'd wretch." 

6. 

The Old Man looked at him incredulous. 

'< Nightly," the youth pursued, 

<* Thy daughter comes to drive nke to despair. 
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** Moath, thou thinkst me mad, • • 

** But when the Cryer from the Mmaret 

*^ Proclaims the midnight hour, 

*^ Hast thou a heart to see her ?'' 

7. 

In the Meidan now 

The dang of clarions and of drums 

Accompanied the Sun's descents 

*' Dost thou not pray, my son V* 

Said Moathy as he saw ^^' 

The frhite flag waving on the neighbouring Mosque: 

Then Thalaba's eye grew wild^ 

•* Rray !*' echoed he ; " I must not pray !** 

And the hollow groan he gave 

Went to the Old Man's heart, 

Andf bowing down his face to earthy 

In fervent agony he call'd on God. 

8. 

A night of darkness and of storms \ 

Into the Chamber of the Tomb 

Thalaba led the Old Man, 



*^ 
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To roof him from the rain. 

A night of storms! the wind 

Swept through the moonless sky. 

And moan'd among the pilWd sepulchres ; 

Andy in the pauses of its sweep. 

They heard the heavy rain 

Beat on the monument above. 

In silence on Oneiza's grave 

The Father and the Husband 8at«( 

9. 

^ The Cryer from the Minaret 
Proclaimed the midnight hour* 
> ** Now, now!" cried Thalaba; 
,' And o'er the chamber of the tomb 

There spread a lurid gleam, 

Like the reflection of a sulphur fire ; 

And in that hideous light 

Oneiza stood before them. It was She, . • 

Her very lineaments, • . and such as death 

Had changed them, livid cheeks, and lips of blue; 

But in her eyes there dwelt 

Brightness more terrible 
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Than all the loathsomeness of death; 

** Still art thou living, wretch?'' 

In hollow tones she cried to Thalaba; 

** And must I nightly leave my-grave 

<* To tell thee, still in vab, 

<< God hath abandoned thee V* 

10. 

<^ Tfab is not she !'' the Old Man exdaim'd ; 

<< A Fiend ! a manifest Fiend V* 

And to the youth he held his lance ; 

^ Strike and deliver thyself l** ^ 

^ Strike bter P' cried Thalaba, 

Andy palsied of all powers, 

Gaz'd fixedly upon the dreadful form. 

** Yea, strike her !" cried a voice, whose tones 

Flow'd with such sudden healing through his soul^ 

As when the desert shower 

From death delivered him ; 

But, unobedient to that well-known voices 

His eye wasl seekmg it^ 

When Moath, firm of heart, 

Perform'd the biddisgi through the vampire corpse 
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He thrust his lance ; it fell, 
And, howling with the wound, 

Its demon tenant fled. 

A sapphire light fell on them. 

And, garm^ited with gloiy, in their sight 

Qneiza's Spirit stood. 

11. 

«< O Thalaba!" she cried, « 

'^ Abandon not thyself! 

^ Wouldst thou for ever lose me ? • • go, fulfil 

*%Thy quest, that in the Bowers of Paradise 

** In vain'X may not wait thee, O my Htisband !'* 

To Moath then the Spirit 

Tom'd the dark lustre of her Angel eyes ; 

<* Short is thy destined path, 

** O my dear Father ! to the abode of bliss* 

** Return to Araby, 

** There with the thought of death 

** Comfiort thy lonely age, 

** And Azrael, the Deliverer, soon 

** Shall visit thee in peace. 
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12. 

They stood with earnest eyes. 

And arms out-reaching, when agaitt 

The darkness clos'd around them. 

The soul of Thalaba revived ; 

He from the floor the quiver took, 

And| as he bent the bow, exdaim'd, 

•* Was it the over-ruling Providence 

*^ l^t in the hour of frenzy led my hands 

** Instinctively to this ? 

<< To-morrow, and the sun shall brace anew 

<< The slackened cord, that nowsounds loose anddamp ; 

*^ Td-morrow, and its livelier tone will smg, 

** In tort vibration, to the arrow's ^tigfat. 

<< I • . but I also, with recovered health 

" Of heart, shall do my duty. 

*< My Father ! here I leave thee then !" he cried^ 

'< Aildrnot to meet again, 

<< Till at the gate of Paradise 

<< The eternal union of our joys commence. 

<< We parted last in darkness !'' . . and the youth 

Thought with what other hopes ; 
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But now his heart was calm, 
For on his soul a heavenly hope had dawn'd* 

13. 

The Old Man answered nothing, but he held 

His garment, and to the door 

Of the Tomb Chamber followed him* 

The rain had ceased, the sky was wild. 

Its black clouds broken by the storm. 

And lo ! it chanced that in the chastti 

Of Heaven between, a star. 

Leaving along its path continuous light, 

Shot eastward. ** See my guide!'' quoth Thalaba ; 

And turning, he received 

Old Moath's last embrace. 

And the last blessing of the good Old MasL 

U. 

Evening was drawing nigh. 

When an old Dervise, sitting in the sun 

At his cell door, invited for the night 

The traveller ; in the sun 

He spread the plain repast, 
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Rice and fresh grapes, and at their ftet there flowed 
The brook of wbkh thtj drank. 

15. 

So as they sate at meal» 

With 8ong> with music, and with dance, 

A wedding train went by ; 

The veiled bride, the female skives, 

The torches of festivity. 

And trump and timbrel merriment 

Accompanied their way. 

The good old Dervise gave 

A blessing as they past; 

But Thalaba look'd on. 

And breathed a low, deep groan, and hid his face. 

The Dervue had known sorrow, and he felt 

Compassion ; and his words 

Of pity and of piety 

Opened the young man's heart, 

And he told all his tale. 

16. 
^ Bepine not, O my Son P* the Old Man replied. 
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** That Heayen hath chasten'd thee. Behdd this vine, 

^< I found it a wSd tree» whose wanton stfengtii 

Had swoln into irregular twigs 

And bold excrescences, 

^< And spent itself in leaves and little rings^ 

^ So in the flourish €ikB outwardness 

« Wasting the sap and strength 
** That should have given forth firuit; 

• 

** But when I prun'd the Tree, 

'^ Then it grew temperate in its vain expense 

^* Of usdess leavesi and knotted, as thou seest, 

^< Into these foil, dear clusters, to repay 

<< The hand that wis^ wounded it. 

<< Repine not, O my Son ! 

** In wisdom and in mercy Heaven inflicts, 

Like a wise Leech, its painfol remedies." 

17. 

Then pausing, • • ^Whither goest thou now}'' heask'd. 

'^ I know not;'' answeited Thalaba; 

** Straight on, with Destiny my guide.'* 

Quoth the Old Man, • . ^< I will not blame thy trust, 

^ And yet methinks thy feet 



VIII. 93 

** Should tread with certainty. 

** In Kaf the Simorg hath his dwelling place, 

** The all-knowing Bird of Ages, who hath seen 

<< The World, with all her children, thrice destroyed* 

** Long is the thither path, 

** And difficult the way, of danger full ; 

** But his unerring voice 

<' Could point to certain end thy weary search." 

18. 

Easy assent the youth 

Gave to the words of wisdom ; and behold 

At dawn, the adventurer on his way to Kaf« 

And he hath travelled many a day. 

And many a river swum over, 

And many a mountain ridge hath crostj 

And many a measureless plain ; 

And now amid the wilds advanced, 

Long is it since his eyes 

Have seen the trace of man. 

19. 
Cold ! cold ! 'tis a chilly dime 
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That the toil of the youth has reached. 

And he is aweary now. 

And &mt for the lack of food. 

Cold! cold! there is no Sun in heaven, 

But a heavy and uniform dbud. 

And the snows begin to fall. 

Dost thou wish for thy deserts, O Son of Hodeirah i 

Dost thou long for the gales of Arabia ? 

Cold! cold! hb blood flows languidly^ 

His hands are red» his lips are blue^ 

' His feet are sore with the frost. 

Cheer thee ! cheer thee I Thalaba ! 

A little yet bear up ! 

< 

20. 
All waste! no sign of life 
But the track of the wolf and the bear! 

No sound but the wild> wild wind. 

And the snow crunching under his feet! 

Night is come ; no moon^ no stars, •• 

Only the light of the snow I 

But behold a fire in the cave of the hill, 

A heart«reviving fire ; 
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And dikher widi mreogOk leneiHd 
ThaUba praMet (Ml. 

21. 
He finind a Woman in the cate^ 

A solitary Woman, 

Who by the fire was apuming. 

And angiDg as she i^n. 

The pine boughs they bbized chearfiiyy. 

And her £aee was bright with the flame; 

Her &ce was as a Damsdi's ftee. 

And yet her hair was grey* 

She bade him welcome with a smiley 

And still continued spinning. 

And singing as she spun.' 

The thread the Woman dr6w 

Was finer than the silkworm'st 

Was finer than the gossamer ; 

The song she sung w|» low and swee^ 

And Thalaba knew not the words. 

He laid his bow brfore the hearth. 
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For the string was frozen stiff; 

He took tbe i^iiiTer &vm his neck. 

For the arrow plimieB were ioecL 

Then as the cheacfU fire 

Reriv'd his languid Undm^ 

The adventurer askM for food. 

Tlie Woman answered him. 

And atill her speech was song: 

<< The She Bear ahe dwells near to me^ 

** And she hath cubs, one, two, and three; 

'* She hunts the deer, and brings him here^ 

^* And then with her I make good cheeri 

** And she to the chase is gone, 

<< And she will he here anon." 

2S. 

She ceased her spinning while she spake, 

. And when she had answered him, 

Again her fingers twirled the thready 

And again &» Woman began. 

In low, sweet tones to ring 

The unintelligible song. 
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The thread she spun it gleam'd like gold 

In the light of the odorous firoi 

Yet was it so wondejgmsly thin^ 

That, save when it sn6ne in the light. 

You might pry for it closely in vain* 

The youth sate watching it. 

And she beheld his wonder. 

And then again she spake. 

And still her speech was song : 

M Now twine it round thy hands I say, 

'* Now twine it round thy hands I pray, 

** My thread issma}], my thread is fine, 

** But he must be 

<< A stronger than thee, 

<< Who can break this thread of mine !" 

25. 

And up she rais'd her bright blue eyesi 

And sweetly she smil'd on him. 

And he conceived no ill; 

And round and round his right hand, 

And round and round his left, 

8 
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He wound the thread so fine. 

And then again the Wonuin spake, 

• And still her qpeech was songi 

** Now thy strength, O Stranger, strain ! 

** Now then break the slender chain.^ 

26. 

Thalaba strove, but the thread 

Was woven by magic hands. 

And in his cheek the flush of shame 

Arose, commixt with fear. 

She beheld and laugh'd at him. 

And then again she sung, 

** My thread is small, my thread is fine, 

** But he must be 

** A stronger than thee, 

** Who can break this thread of mine \^ 

27. 
And up she rais'd her bright blue eyes. 

And fiercely she smil'd on him, 

<* I thank thee, I thank thee, Hodeirah's son! 

** I thank thee for doing what canH be undone, 

VOL. II. B 
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** For binding thyself in the chain I have spun !" 
Then from his heaA she wrench'd 
A lock of his raven hair, ^ 
And cast it in the fire^ 
And cried aloud as it burnt, 
'' Sister ! Sister ! hear my voice ! 
** Sister ! Sister ! come and rejoice ! 
<< The web is spun, 
** The prize is won, 
'* The work is done, 
^* For I have made captive Hodeirah's Son.'* 

Borne in her magic car 

The Sister Sorceress came, 

Kbawla^ the fiercest of the Sorcerer brood* 

She gaz'd upon the youtfi. 

She bade him break the slender thread. 

She laugh'd aloud for scorn. 

She dapt her hands for joy. 

29. 
The She Bear firom the chase etam faf 
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She bore the prqr in her bloody mouth. 

She laid it^f^aimuna's feet. 

And she look'd up with wistful eyes 

As if to ask her share. 

** There ! there !" quoth Maimuna, 

And pointing to the prisoner-youthi 

She spum*d him with her foot. 

And bade her make her meaL 

But soon their mockery ^'d them. 

And anger and shame arose; 

For the She Bear fawn'd on Thalabat 

And quietly lick'd his hand. 

. SO. 

The grey-haired Sorceress stampt the ground. 

And called a Spirit up; 

« Shall we bear the Enemy 

** To the dungeon dens below V^ 

Spirit. 

Woe ! woe ! to our Empure woe! 

If ever he tread the caverns below. 

Maimuna. 

Shall we leave him fettered here 

With hunger and cold to die ? 
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SlPIRIT. 

Away from thy lonll^ dwelling fly ! 

Here I see a danger nigh. 

That he should live, and thou shouldst die. 

Maimuna. 

Whither must we bear the foe ? 

Spirit. 

To Mohareb's island go. 

There shalt thou secure the foe. 

There prevent thy future woe, 

SI. 
Then in the Car they threw 

The fetter'd Thalaba, 

And took their seats, and set 

Their feet upon his neck ; 

Maimuna held the reins. 

And Khawla shook the scourge, 

And away ! away ! away 

32. 
They were.no steeds of mortal race 
That drew th6 magic car 
8 
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With the swiftoess of feet and of wings. 

The snow-dus^Rses behind than. 

The ice«rock'8 splinters fly, 

And hark in the valley below 

The sound of their chariot wheels, • • 

And they are far over the mountains ! 

Away! away! away! 

The Demons of the air 

Shout their joy as the Sisters pass. 

The Ghosts of the Wicked that wander by night 

nit over the magic car. . 

S3. 

Away! away! away! --^' 

Over the hills and the plains. 

Over the rivers and rocks. 

Over the sands of the shore ; 

The waves of ocean heave 

Under the magic steeds ; 

With unwet hoofs they trample the deep. 

And now they reach the Island coast. 

And away to the city the Monarch's abode. 

Open fly the city gates» 
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Open fly the iron doors. 

The doors of the falace-court. 

Then stopt the charmed car. 

The Monarch heard the chariot wheeb^ 

And forth he came to greet 

The Mistress whom he serv'd. 

He knew the captive youth. 

And Thalaba beheld 

Mohareb in the robes of rojralty, 

Whom erst his arm had thrust 

Down the bitumen pit. 



w 
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NOTES TO BOOK VIIL 



** But when the Cryerfrom the Minaret^^*^. — P. 84. 

As the celestial Apo«tl% at bis retreat from Medina^ 
did not perform always the five canoDical prayers at the 
prechie time, his disciples, who often neglected to join 
with him in the Namas, assembled one day to fix upon 
some method of announcing to the public those moments 
of the day and night when their master dbcharged this 
first of religious duties. FlagSy bells, trumpets, and fire^ 
were successively proposed as sigoals* None of these, 
however, were admitted. The flags were rejected as un» 
suited to the sanctity of the olject ; the bells, on account 
of their being used by Christians ; the« trumpets, as ap- 
propriated to the Hebrew worship i the fires, as haviqg 
too near an analogy to the religion of the pyroUton. 
From this contrariety of opinions, the disciples separated 
without any determination* But one of them, jibduUah 
ihn Zeid Abderyi^ saw the night following, In a dream> a 
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celestial being clothed in green : he immediately request- 
ed his advice, with the most zealous earnestness, reipect* 
ing the object in dispute. I am come to Inform ymi, re- 
plied the heayenly visitor, how to discharge this import- 
ant duty of your religion. He then ascended to the roof 
of the house, and declared the Ezann with a loud Toice^ 
^ \ and in the same Words which have been ever since used 
to declare the canonical periods. When he awoke, Ab* 
duUah ran to declare his vision to the prophet, who load- 
ed him- with blessings, and authorized that moment Bilal 
Haibcichy^ another of his disciples, to discharge, on the 
top of his liouse, that august office, by the title of Mties* 
sinti. 
These are the words of the Ezann : Most high God I 
' ' ^' v^it high God ! mott high God I i acknowledge that there 
is no other except Qod ; I acknowledge that there it no other 
except God ! I acknowledge /AoflHohammed is the Prophet 
offtod ! come to prayer I come to prayer ! come to the 
temple of salvation t Great God I great God I there is no 
God except God, 

This declaration must be the same for each of the five 
canonical periods, except that of the morning, when the 
Muezxinn onght to add, after the words, come to the tempU 
ofsalvationy the following ; prayer is to be preferred to 
sleepy prayer is to he preferred to sleep. 

This addition was produced by the zeal and piety of 
Bilal Habeschy : as he announced one day the Ezann of 
the dawn in the prophet's antichamber, Aische, in a whis- 
per, informed him, that the celestial envoy was still asleep ; 
this first of the Muezzinns then added these words, prayer 
is to be preferred to sleep; when he awoke, the prophet 
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applauded him, and commanded Bilal to insert them iii 
all the morning Ezanns, 

The words muit be chanted, but with deliberation and • 
gravity^ those particularly which constitute the profes^ 
sion of the faith. The Mueszinn must pronounce them 
distinctly; he must pay more attention to the articnta- .., 
tlon of the words than to the melody of bis voice ; he 
must make proper intervals and pauses, and not pi€cipU. 
tate his words, but let them be clearly understoodfby the 
people* He must be interrupted by no other object 
whatever* During the whole Ezann, be must stand with 
a finger in each ear, and his face turned, as in prater, to« 
wards the Keabe of Mecca, As be utters these words, 
come to prayeVf come to the temple of salvation^ he must, , ^ 
turn his face to the right and 'left, because he is sap^..^ 
posed to address all the nations of the world, ijie whole ■ * 
expanded universe. At thislKne the auditors must recite, 
with a low voice, Um Tchhiil^ • . There is no strengtliy 
there isHio power, but what is in God, in that supremo 
Being, in that powerful Being.-^D'OAwn* 

In the Meidan now, S^c, — P. 84, 

In the Meidan, or Great Place of the city of Tauris^ 
there are people appointed every evening when the sun 
Mis, and every morning when he rises, to make during 
half amhonr a terrible concert of trumpets and drums. 
They stre placed on one side of the square, in a gallery 
somewhat elevated ; and the same practice is established 
10 every city in Persia. — Tavernier, 

Into the Chamber of the Tomb, ^-c— P. 84. 
If we except a few persons, who are buried withib 
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the precincts of tome sanctuary, the rest are carried oit 
at a distance from their cities and Tillagesy where a great 
extent of ground is allotted for that purpose. Each (^ 
liily bath a particular portion of it, walled in lilLe a gaiw 
den, where the bones of their ancestofs have remained on* 
disturbed for OKiny generations. For in these enclo- 
sores * the graves are all distinct and separate i haVla|t , 
each of them a stone, placed upright, both at the head 
and feet, inscrii>ed with the name of the person who lieth 
there interred ; whilst the intermediate space is either ^'« 
planted with flowers, bordered round with stone, or pa« 
red all over with tiles. The graves of the principal ci« 
tizens are fiirther distinguished by some square chamben 
or cupolas f ihat are built over them. 

Now, as all these differftit sorts of tombs and sepulchres, 
"With the Tcry walls lilwwise of the enclosures, mrt con* 
atantly kept clean, white-washed, and beautified, they 
continue, to this day, to be an excellent comment upon 
Aat expression of oar Saviour's, where he mentions the 
garnishing of the iepulchreSf and again where he compares 
the scribes^ pharisees, and hypocrites, to whitedsepukhres^ 
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* Tliey seem to be the same with the mgiCoXw of the 
Anci^ts. Thus Euripides. Troad. 1. 4141. 

AXX* am Jti^^ir 9riP(€oXAW TiXatvwt 
Ev rvH &a4a( iraioa» 

+ Such places probably as these are to be understood, 
when the Demoniack is said to have hU dwelling among 
the tomb$» 
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vfhkh indeed appear heeuUfitl oiitaNn*<l» hit mt wUlnnfuU 
rfdead men's bones and all nneleanness. For the ipace af 
two or three months after any person is interred, the fe- 
male relations go once a weeic to weep over the grave, 
wd perform their parentalia upeai iL-^Shaw. 

Abont a quarter of a mile from the town of Mylasa* is 
Aiepolchre of the species called by the ancients, Dislaya^ 
0r DeubU-roofed* It consisted of two square rooms. In 
the lower, which has a door-way, were deposited the 
vrai, with the ashes of the deceased. In the upper, the 
relations and friends solemnized the anniversary of the 
jFhneral, and performed stated rites. A hole made through 
the floor was designed for pouring libations of honey, 
milk, or wine, with which it was usual to gratify the 
Bianes or spirits. — Chandler^s Travels in Asia Minor, 

St Anthony the Great once Mtired to the sepulchiesy a 
lurother shut him in one of the tombs, and regularly 
Wought him food. One day he found the doors of the 
ton|b broken, and Anthony lying upon the ground as 
dead, the devil had so mauled him. Qoce a whole army 
of devils attacked him; the place was shaken from its 
foundation, the walls were thrown down, and the crowd 
of miljtlform fiends rushed in. They filled the place with 
the shapes of lions and bulls and wolves, asps, serpents, 
ficorpions, pards, and bears, jielling, and howling, and 
threatening, and fioggiog and wounding him. The bravo 
(»aint defied them, and upbraided them for their cowar- 
dice in not attacking him one to one, and defended him- 
self with the sign of the cross. And lo, a light fell from 
^bove, which at once put the hellish rabble to flight, and 
bi^l^d his woupdsi and streogtheued him i and the w»l|f 
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of the sepulchre rose from their roins. Then knew An- 
thony the presence of the Lord, and the voice of Christ 
proceeded from the light, to comfort and applaad him.— 
Acta Sanctorum^ torn, S. Jan, 17. P* 199* 
Vita S» Ant. auctare 8* Athanath* 
The Efryptlan saints frequently inhabited, sepalehres* 
St James the hermit found' an old sepulchre, made in the 
form of a caYe, wherein many bones of the dead had 
been deposited, which, by length of time, were now be- 
come as dust. Entering there, he collected tiie bones 
into a heap, and laid them in a comer of the moonment^ 
and closed upon himself the old door of the cave» 
Acta Sane. torn. 8. Jan. 98. P. 87t. 

Vita & Jacobi Eremita^ apud MetapJkrsftai* 



the vampim corpuy 4^.— P. 86. 



In the Lettra Jutoef, is the following extract f^om the. 
Mereure Historique et Politiquem Octob. 1736. 

We have had in this country a new scene of Vampi- 
rltm« which is duly attested by two officers of the Tribu- 
nal of Belgrade, who took cognizance of the affair on the 
spot, and by an officer in his Imperial Majesty's troops 
at Graditch {in ScUnonia) who was an eye-witness of the 
proceedings. 

In the beginning of September, tliere died at the vil- 
lage of Kisilova, three leagues from Gradisch, an old man 
of above threescore and two: three days after he was 
buried, he appeared in the night to his son, and desired 
he would give him somewhat to eat, and then disappear- 
ed. The next day the son told his neighbours these par- 
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ticularit That night the father did not come, bot the 
next eTenin; he made him another visit, and desired 
something to eat. It is not known whether bis son gave 
kim any thing or not, bat the next morning the young 
man was foond dead in his bed. Tbe magistrate or bai- 
liff of the place had notice of this ; as also that tbe same 
day five or six persons fell sick in the village, and died 
one after the other. He sent an exact account of this to 
tbe tribunal of Belgrade, and thereupon two commission* 
ers were dispatched to the village, attended by an execu* 
tioner, with instructions to examine closely into the affair. 
An officer in the Imperial service, from whom we have 
this relation, went also from GradUch, in order to ex- 
amine personally an affair of which he had heard so 
, much. They opened in tbe first place the graves of all 
who bad been buried in six weaks. When they came to 
that of the old man, they found his eyes open, his colour 
fresbi his respiration quick aud strong, yet be appeared 
to be stiff and insensible. From these signs, they con- 
cluded him to be a notorious Vampire, The executioner 
thereupon, by the command of the commissioners, struck 
a stake through his heart; and when he had so done* 
they made a bonfire, and therein consumed the carcase 
to ashes. There was no marks of Vampirism found on 
his. son, or on the bodies ofthe other persons who died so 
suddenly. 

Thanks be to God, we are as far as any people can be 
from giving into credulity ; we acknowledge that alt tbe 
lights of physic do not enable us to give any account of 
this fact, nor do we pretend to enter into its causes. 
fipweyer, we cannot avoid giving credit to a matter of 
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Ikct joridically attested by competent and nnsoipecteA 
witneises, especially since it Is far from being the only 
one of the kind* We shall here annex an instancie of the 
same sort in 1732, already inserted in the Gleaner, No* 18* 

In a certain town of Hungary ^ which Is called in La* 
tin Oppida Heidonum^ on the other side TtbUcut^ vnlgarly 
called the Teyi$e, that is to say, the river which washes 
the celebrated territory of Tokay ^ as also a part of Tr<m- 
iihaniay the people known by the name of Heyduka 
believe that certain dead persons, whom they call Vam» 
pires, suck the blood of the living, insomach that these 
people appear like skeletons, while the dead bodies of 
the suckers are so full of bloody that it runs out at all the 
passages of their bodies, and even at their very poKU 
This old opinion of theirs they support by a multitude of 
fiicts, attested in such a OMinner, that they leave no room 
for doubt. We shall here mention some of the most con* 
iiderable. 

It IS now about five years ago, that a ceHaiaHeydukef 
an inhabitant of the village of Medreigd, tvbote name 
was Arnold Paul, was bruised to death by a hay-cart 
which ran over him. Thirty days after his death, no leis 
than four persons died suddenly in that manner, wherein, 
according to the tradition of the country, those peoplo 
generally die who are socked by Vampires. Upon this 
a story was called to mind, that this Arnold Foul bad 
told in his life-time, viz. that at CouovOf on the fron* 
tiers of the TurkUh Servia, he had been tormented by a 
Vampire ; (now the establbhed opinion is, that a persoa 
sucked by a Vampire becomes a Vampire himself, and 
ittcks in his turn«} But that be had found a way to xkl 
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kinself of thii eril, by eating some of the eartlToat of thtf 
Tanpirei grave, and rabbiog himself with bta bloo4« 
This preeaation, however, did not hinder his becoming a 
Yanpire i insomach, that his body being talLcn up forty 
days after his death, all the marks of a notorious Van** 
pire were found thereon. His complexion was fresh, 
Jiis hair, nails, and beard, were grown ; he was ftill of 
fluid blood, which ran from all parts of his body upon hit 
•hroad* The Hadnagif or Bailiff of the place, wlpo was 
apenoa well acquainted with Vampirism, caused a sharp 
■tal^ to be thrust, as the custom is, through the heart of 
AvuM Paulf and also quite through his body i whereupon 
lie cried out dreadftilly as if he had been alive. This 
done, they cut off his head, burnt his body, and threw the 
ashes thereof Into Smave. They took the same measures 
with the bodies of those persons who had died of Vampi« 
riim, for fear that they should fall to sucking in their 
turns. 

An these prudent steps did not hinder the same mis- 
chief from breaking oat again about five years afterwards, 
when several people in the same village died in a very 
odd manner* In the space of three months, seventeen 
persons of all ages and sexes died of Vampirbm, some 
jaddenly, and some after two or three days sulforing* 
Amongst others, there was one Stmoikaf the daughter of 
• Heydwke^ whose name was JovUzo, who, going to bed in 
perfect health, waked in the middle of the night, and 
making a terrible outcry, affirmed, that the son of a cer* 
tain Heyduke^ whose name was BRUo, and who had been 
dead about three weeks, had attempted to strangle her in 
htr sleep* She contimed from that time in a languishing 
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condition* and in the space of three days died. IVhal 
this girl had said, discovered the son of MUlo to be a 
Vampire. They took up the body, and found him so in 
effect. The principal persons of the place, particularly 
the physician and surgeons, began to examine very nar* 
rowly, how, in spite of <ill their precautions, YampirisBi 
had again broke out in so terrible a manner. After a 
strict inquisition, they found that the deceased Arnold 
Paul had not only sucked the four persons l>efore men- . 
tioned, but likewise several beasts, of whom the new 
Vampires had eaten, particularly the son of Millo* In* 
duced by these circumstances, they took a resolution of 
digging up the bodies of all persons who had died within 
a certain time. They did so, and amongst forty bodies^ 
there were found seventeen evidently Vampires. Tbroagh . 
the hearts of these they drove stakes, cut off their beads, 
burnt the bodies, and threw the ashes into the river. 
All the informations we have been speaking oft were. 
taken in a legal way, and all the executions were so per- 
formed, a3 appears by certificates drawn up in full form, 
attested by several officers in the neighbouring garrisons, 
by the surgeons of several regiments, and the principal 
inhabitants of the place. The verbal process was sent 
towards the latter end of last January, to the council of . 
war at Vienna^ who thereupon established a special com* 
mission to eiamine into these facts.' Those just now-, 
mentioned were attested by the Hadnagi Barriarerg the 
principal Heydvke of the village, as also by BattueVf first 
lieutenant of Prince Alexander of Wirtemberg, FUcktten^ 
gtvy surgeon major of the regiment of Furstembergy three 
other surgeons of the same regiment, and several otheij 
persons. 
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This soperetitioo extends to Greece. 

The man, whose story we are going to relate, was a 
peasant of Mycone, naturally ill-natured and quarrel* 
some ; this Is a circumstance to be taken notice of in 
such cases. He was murdered in the fields, nobody knew 
how, or by whom. Two days after his being burled in a 
chapel in the town, it was noised about that he was seen 
to walk in the night with great haste, that he tumbled 
aboat people's goods, put out their lamps, griped them 
behind, and a thousand other monkey tricks. At first 
the story was received with laughter ; but the thing was 
looked upon to be serious when the better sort of people 
b^an to complain of it ; the Papas themselves gave cre- 
dit to the foct, and no doubt had their reasons for so 
doing ; masses must be said, to be snre : but for all this, 
the peasant drove his old trade, and heeded nothing thej 
eoold do. After divers meetings of the chief people of 
the city, of priests, and monks, it was gravely concluded, 
that it was necessary, in consequence of some musty cere- 
monial, to wait tilt nine days after the interment should 
be expired* 

On the tenth day, they said one ma^s in the chapel 
where the body was laid, in order to drive out the 0e* 
mon which they imagined was got into it. After mass^ 
they took up the body, and got every thing ready for 
polling out its heart. The butcher of the town, an old 
clumsy fellow, first opens the belly instead of the breast i 
he groped a long while aoiong the entrails, but could not 
find what he looked for ; at last, Bomq|l>ody told him he 
should cut up the diaphragm. The heart wai then pulled 
•uty to the admiration of all the spectaton* In the mean 
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time, tbe corpie stank so abominably, thai they wero 
obliged to burn firaokinceose ; bat the smoke mixing with 
the exhalations from the carcase, increased tbe stink, and 
b^;an to muddle the poor people's pericranies* Their 
imagination, struck with the spectacle before them, grew 
fliU of visions* It came into their noddles, thai a thick 
•moke came out of tbe body ; we durst not say it was th^ 
smoke of tbe incense. They were incessantly bawiiiy 
out Yroucolacas, in the chapel and place before it ; tbit 
iB the name they give to these pretended Redivivi, The 
noise bellowed through the streets, and it seemed to be a 
name hnveoted on purpose to rend the roof of the chapel. 
Sfreral there present averred, that the wretchV bloo4 
was extremely red i the butcher swore the body waf still 
warm ; whence they concluded^ that the deceased was a 
▼ery ill man for not being thoroughly dead« or, in plain 
terms, for suffering himself to be re-animated by Old 
Kick ; which is the notion they have of Vroocolacai» 
They then roared out that name in a stapendons mmn* 
oer. Just at this time came in a flock of people, loodly 
protesting, they plainly perceived the body was not grows 
ftlff, when it was carried from the fields to chorch to be 
buried, and that consequently it was a true Yroucolacas | 
which word was still the burden of the song. 

I don't doubt they would have sworn it did not stlnkf 
had not we been there ; so mazed were the poor people 
with this disaster, and so infatuated with their notioa of 
the dead being re^animated. As for us, who were got as 
dose to the corpie as we could, that we might be mora 
exact In our observations, we were almost poisoned with 
Mie intolerable stink that issued from it. When they 
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asked m what we thooicht of thb body, we told tbem we 
believed it to be very thoroughly dead : bat as we wera 
wlUini; to care, or at least oot to exasperate their pr^n* 
diced ioMginatioDSj we represented to tbem, tliat it waf 
no wooder the butcher should feel a little warmth when 
ke groped among entrails that were then rotting, that it 
BO extraordinary thing for it to emit fumes, since 
tamed op will do the same ; that as for the pre- 
tended redness of the blood, it still appeared by the bat- 
clMr*8 hands to be nothing but a very sthnking nasty 



After all oar reasons, they were ef opinion it would be 
tkeir wisest coarse to burn the dead man's heart on the 
a m sh ore t but this execution did not make him a bit 
aore tractable ; he went on with his racket more fhrl- 
oesly than ever ; he was accused of beating folks in the 
wijightf breaking down doors, and even root^ of houses^ 
idattering windows, tearing clothea, emptying bottlet 
nad vessels. It was the most thirsty devil ! I believe he 
dM aot spare any body but the Consal in whose house 
we lodged. JNothhig ceold be more miserable than the 
cendltloB of this Island; all the inhaWtants seemed 
IHghted evt of their senses: the wisest among then 
weie strkkea Uke the rest $ it was an epidemical disease 
of the l^ialBf as dangerens and infectious as the madness 
of dogs. Whole ffunilies quitted their houses,and brought 
their tent beds from the fkrthest pagts of the town Into 
the public plaoe, there to spend the night. They were 
every Iwtant complainlof of some myv Insult i nothlof 
was to be heard but sighs and groans at the approach of 
a^ht I the better sort of people retired into the country. 
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When the prepossession was so general, we thooght it 
oar best way to hold oar tongues. Had we opposed it,' 
we had not only been accounted ridicnloos blockhead^' 
but Atheists and Infidels ; how was it possible to stand 
against the madness of a whole people ? Those that be-- 
lieved we doubted the truth of the fact, came and ap»- 
braided us with our incredulity, and strove to prove that 
there were such things as Vroucolacasses, by citations - 
out of the Buckler of Faith, written by F. Richard, a 
Jesuit Missionary. He was a Latin« say they, and con-' 
sequently you ought to give him credit. We should have* 
got nothing by denying the justness of the consequence : 
it was as good as a comedy to us every morning to hear- 
the new follies committed by this night bird; they- 
charged him with being guilty of the most aliomloaUo * 
sins. 

Some citizens, that were most zealous for the good of - 
the public, fancied they had been deficient in the most ' 
material part of the ceremony. They were of opinioD ' 
that they bad been wrong in saying mass before they had ' 
palled out the wretch's heart : had we taken this pre- 
caution, quoth4|faey, we had bit the devil as sure as a ' 
gun ; he would have been hanged before he would ever - 
have come there again ; whereas, saying mass first, tho 
cunning dog fled for it awhile, and came back again 
when the danger was over. 

Notwithstanding these wise reflections, they remained * 
IB as much perplexity as they were the first day : they * 
meet night and mocning, they debate, they make proces* - 
sions three days and three nights, they oblige the Papai 
to fast i you might see them ruimiog from home to hwfao, - 



VIII. 117 

My*trBter-bnuh io hand| sprinkling it all about, and 
-WBsliiBg the doors with it ; nay, they poured it into the 
BOiith of the poor Vroucolacas. 

We so often repeated it to the magistrates of the town, 
that i9 Cliristendom we should keep tlie strictest watch 
a-nights upon such an occasion, to ohserre what was 
■ done, that at last they caught a few vagabonds, who nn- 
doobtedly had a hand in these disorders ; bat either they 
were not the chief ringleaders, or else they were released 
too soon* For two days afterwards^ to make themselTes 
amrmftr for the Lent they had kept in prison, they fell 
foul again npon the wine tubs of those who were such 
Ibols as to leave their houses empty in the night : so that 
the people were forced to betake themselves again to 
their prayers. 

One day as they were hard at this work, after liaviag 
. itnck I know not how many naked swords over the grave 
of this corpse, which they took up three or four times 
»>day9 for any man*s whim, an Albaneze that happened 
to be at Mycone, took upon him to say, with a voice of 
anthority, that it was in the last degre^ridiculous te 
.Bialu use of the swords of Christians in a^ase like this. 
Can you not conceive, blind as ye are, says he, that the 
bandies of these swords being made like a cross, hinders 
the devil from coming out of the body ? Why do >oa not 
rather take the Turkish sabres ? The advice of this learn- 
ed man had no effect : the Vroucolacas was iocorrigibie, 
and all the inhabitants were in a strange consternation ; 
they knew not now what saint to call upon, when of a 
fadden, with one voice, as if they had given eaeh other 
the hint, they fell to bawling out all through the city> 
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ihki it wai intolerabte to watt any loQger i tluit Hm orif 
way left was to burn the Yroacolacas entire $ bat after 
lo doiof , let the devil lork in It if be coabt ; that It wai 
better to have recoorse to thb extremity than to have 
the iBland totally deserted ; and indeed whole liuniKei 
began to pack op, in order to retire to Syre or TInos. 
The magistrates therefore ordered the Vroacolaeas to be 
carried to the point of the Island St George, where they 
prepared a great pile with pitch and tar» for fear the 
woiNly as dry as it was, should not born fiut enoogh of lU 
lelf. What they had before left of this miserable car- 
case, was thrown into this fire, and consumed presently* 
It was on the Ist of January, 1701. We saw the flame 
as we returned from Deios ; It might justly bO called a 
bonfire of joy, since after this no more.complaiots were 
beard against the Vroucolacas ; they said that the devil 
bad now met with his match, and some ballads were made 
to turn him into ridicule.— Toumefffrt. 

In Dalmatia, the Morlachlans, before a funeral, cut 
the hamstrings of the corpse^ and mark certain characters 
upon the b(]|^ with a hot Iron ; they then drive nails or 
pins into difrerent.parts of it, and the Sorcerers finish the 
ceremony by repeating Certain mys<||Baious words i after 
which, they rest confident tliat the deceased cannot re- 
turn to the earth to shed the blood of the living.* 



*< That Hemen hoM chostaCd thee. Behold ihig vine.*' 

P. 90. 

In these lines I have versified a passage in Bishop Tay- 
lor*s Sermons, altering as little aft possible his nnimprove* 
able language. 
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^ For 80 bave I known a Ininriant TtBe swell into In 
ffCgolar twig! and bold excrescences, and spend itself In 
lea? ei and little rings, and afford but triflion; clusters to 
tbe wine-press, and a faiot return to his heart which 
longed to be refreshed with a full vintage ; but when the 
Lord of the vine had caused the dressers to cut the wild* 
cr plant and inade it bleed, it grew temperate in its vain 
azpence of useless leaves, and knotted into fair and juicy 
branches, and made accounts of that loss of blood, by the 
jetnni of fruit." 

<* Amd difficult the way, rf danger fiilV-^P. 92. 

It appears from Hafiz, that the way is not easily found 
oat. He says, " Do not expect fikith from any one j if 
yon do, deceive yourself in searching for the Simorg and 
the pbilosopher's stone*" 

And away ! away I away /«*?• 100. 

My readers will recollect the liCnora. The unwiUing 
reseodilance has been forced upon me by tbe sulyect. I 
cooki no%tarn aside from tbe road, becau^Burger had 
travelled it before. The " Old Woman oflKrkely" has 
been foolishly called an imitation of that inimitable bal- 
lad : the likeness fil^bf tbe same kind as between Mace* 
don and Monmouth* Both are ballads, and there is a 
hone in both. 

Mohareh in the robet of royalty y ($>c.— P. lOf, 

How came Mohareb to be Sultan of this Island ? Every 
one who has read Don Qnizotei knowfi that there are al* 
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ways islandfl to be had by adventurers* lie killed the 
former Sultao, and reigned in his stead* What could 
not a Domdanielite perform ? The narration would have 
intemipted the flow of the main story* 
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CouKtence ! 

Toor plodding Priests and preaching Friars may make 
Their hollow pulpits^ and the empty aisles 
Cff churches ring^ with that round word: hut we^ 
That draw the suhtUe and more piercing air 
In that sublimed region of a courts 
Know all is good we make so, and go on 
Secured by the prosperity of our crimes0 

B. JONSOK. MoRTiiCiai^B Faix; 
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THALABA THE DESTROYER. 



THE NINTH BOOK. 



1. 

M Gro up, my Sister MaimQiia, 
'* Go upi and read the stars !" 

2. 

Lo! on the terrace of the topmost tower 

She stands ; her darkening eyes, 

' Her fine face rais'd to heaven; 

Her white hair flowing like the silver streatiss 

That streak the northern night. 

a 

They hear her coming tread* 
8 
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They lift their asking eycB, 

Her &ce u serious^ her tmwillmg UpB 

Slow to the tie of ilL . 

<< What hast thou read} what hast thou read?" 

Qooth Khawk in alann* 

'' Danger* • death . .judgment!" Maimuna replied* 

4. 

** Is that the language of the lights of Hearen i^ 
Exclaim'd the sterner Witch. 
** Creatures of Allah, ihey perform his will, 
«r. ** And wUli their lying menaces would daunt 
** Our credulous folly» • • Maimuna, 
** I never lik'd this uncongenial lore ! 
'< Better befits to make the sacrifice 
. << Q£Oivinati<m; so shall I 
*< Be mine own Oracle. 
, ** Comniand the victims thou, O King f 
<< Mfiie and^male they must be^ 
<< Thou knowest tb^ needful rites. 
^ Meanwhile I purify the place." 
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5. 
The Sultan went; the Soreeren KMe» 
And North, and Sdcdhi and East, and West, 
She &c'd the points of Heaven ; * 

And erer whetfe she tum'd 

fihe had her hand upon the wsil; 

And up she look'd, and smote the air. 

And down she stoopt^ and smote the floor, 

« To Ehlis and his servants 

<* I consecrate the place, 

** Let none intrude but they I 

« Whi^ever hatih die breath oflift, 

<< Whaterar hath the sap of life^ 

«< Let it be blasted and dieT* 

e: 

Kow att 18 prqpar'd; 

Mohareb returns. 

Hie Circle is drawn. 

Hie Victims have bled. 

The Youth and the Maid. 

She in the circle holds in either hand^ 

Clendi*d bj the haor, a hi^ 
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10- 

She wakei as from a dreauj 

£3ie asks the uttered YoUce ; 

But when she heard, an anger and a grief 

Darkened her wrinkling brow. 

' ** Then let him live in long captivity !'' 

She answer'd : but Mohareb's quicken'd eye 

F^rus'd her sullen countenance^ 

That lied not with the lips* 

A miserable man ! 

What boots it, that, in central caves 

The Powers of Evil at his Baptism pledged 

The Sacrament of Hell ? 

His death secures them now* 

What boots it that they gave 

Abdaldar's guardian ring. 
When, through another's life, 
The blow may reach his own i 

11. 
He sought the dungeon cell 
Where Thalaba was laid. 
'Twas the grey morning twilight, and the voice 
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Of Thdaba in prayer, 

With words of hailow'd impoft, smote 

The King's alarmed sense* 

The grating of the heavy hmge 

Soiu'd not the Arabian youth ; *' - 

Nor lifted he his earthward face. 

At sound of coming feet. 

Nor did Mohareb with unholy vofce 

Disturb the duty : silent, spirit-aw'dy 

Envious, heart-humbled* he beheld 

The dungeon-peace of piety ; 

TiU Thalaba* the perfect rite performed, 

Sais'd his calm eye ; then spake the Island-Chid^ 

<^ Arab I my guidance through the dangerous Cave^ 

** Thy service overpaid, 

** An unintended friend in enmity. 

** The hand* that caught thy ring, 

^ Beceiv'd, and bore me to the scene I sought^ 

** Now know me grateful. I return 

^ That amulet, thy <mly safety here.** 

12. 
Artful he spake, with show of gratitude 

jr2 
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Veiling the selfish deed. 

Lock'd in his magic chain> . 

The powerless hand of Thalabtt 

Recei^'d again the Spell. 

BOBerabering then with what an ominous faith 

First he drew on the gem, 

The Youth repeats his words of augury; 

<* In God's name and the Prophet's ! be its power' 

'< Goodf let it serve the holy ! if for evil, 

<< God and my faith shall hallow iL 

*' Blindly the wicked work 

'* The righteous will of Heaven i" 

So Thalaba receiv'd again 

The written ring of gold* 

18. 

Thoughtful awhile Mohareb stood. 

And eyed the captive youth. 

Then, building skilfully the sophist speech, 

Thus he began. << Brave art thou, Thalaba ! 

^ And wherefore are we foes ? • • for I would buy 

<* Thy friendship at a princely price, and make thee. 

^^ To thine own welfare wise. 
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^ Hear me ! in Nature are tiro hostile Gods^ 

*^ Makers and Masters of existing things, 

*' Equal in power : . • nay» hear me patiently ! 

** Equal . . for look around thee I the same Etfrlh 

' ^' Bears fruit and poison ; where the Can4 finds 

** His fragrant food, the homed Viper there 

^ Sucks in the juice of death : the Elements 

^ Now serve the use of man, and now assert 

<< Dominion o'er his weakness : dt^ thoa hear 

'* The sound of merriment andLanptial song i 

<< From the next house proceeds the mourner's cry, 

^ Lamenting o'er the dead. Sayest thou that sin 

^* Enter'd the world of Allah ? that the Fiend,- 

** Permitted for a season, prowls for prey ? 

** When to thy tent the venomous serpent creeps^ 

'< Dost thou not crush the reptile ? even so, 

** Besure, had Allah crush'd his Enemy, 

^ But that the power was wanting. From the first, 

^* Eternal as themselves their warfare is, 

^ To the end it must endure. Evil and Good • • 

f ' Whirttare they, Thalaba, but words i in the strife 

« Of Angels, as of men, the weak are guilty ; 

^ Power must deqde. . The Spirits of the De^d 
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** Quitting their mortal nmnsion, enter not, 
** As falsely je are preached, their final seat 
^* Of bliss, or bale ; nor in the sepulchre 
^ Sleep they the long long sleep : eadi j(nns the host 
* Of his great Leader, aiding in the war > 
** Whose &te involves his own* 
f* Woe to the vanquish'd then ! ^ 
^ Woe to the sons of man who followed him ! 
*' Tbeyt with their Leader, through eterai^, 
** Must howl in central fires. 
^ Thou, Thalaba, hast chosen ill thy party ^ 
'* If choice it may be call'd, where will was not, 

r 

'* Nor searching dodbt, nor judgment wise to weigh* 

^ Hard is the service of the Power, beneath 

** Whose banners thou wert bom ; his discipline 

<^ Severe, yea cruel ; and his wages, tick 

^ Only in promise ; who hath seen the pay i 

** For us • • the pleasures of the world are our% 

** Riches and rule, the kingdoms of the Earth. 

^ We met in Babylon adventurers botl^ '^ 

<* Each zealous for the hostile Power he aerv*d f 

'* We meet again ; thou feelest what thou art» 

** Thou seest what I am, the Sultan here^ " 
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^ The Lord of life and Death. 

^< Abandon him who has abandoned thee» 

^ And be» as I am, great among mankind t" 

14.' 

The Ciqptive did noly hasty to coi^ute^ 

Break off that subtle speech ; 

But when the expectant silence of the King 

Look'd for h» answer, then spsike Thalaba. 

^ And this then is thy faith ! this monstrous creed ! 

** This lie against the Son, and Moon, and Stars, 

** And Earth, and Heaven! blindman,whocan8tnotsee 

<< How all things work the best i who wilt not know^ 

<^ That in the Manhood of the World, whatever 

<^Of fiilly marked its In&ncy, of vice 

** StiUied its Youth, ripe Wisdom shall cast off, 

** Stablish^d in good, and, knowing evil, safe. 

. ** Sultan M<^iareb, yes, ye have me here 

^ In chains ; but not forsaken, though opprest; 

f* Cast down, but not destroy'd. Shall danger daunt, 

'< Shall deatb dismay his soul, whose life is given 

" For God, and for his brethren of mankind { 

<< Alike rewarded, in that noble cause. 
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*< The Conqueror's and the Martyr's palm above 

** Beam with one glory. Hope ye Uiat my'blood 

Can quench the dreaded flame? and know y^ not> 

'^ That leagued against ye are the Just and WisOf 

** And all Good Actions of all ages pasty 

** Yea your own Crimes, and Truth, and God in Heaven/* 

15. i. ■ ' . 

^ Slave!'' quoth Mohareb, and his lips 

Quivered with eager wrath, 

<'I have thee,! thou shalt feel my power^ 

** And in thy dungeon loathsomeness 

<* Rot piece-meal, limb from limb !^' 

And out the T3rrant rushes, 

And all impatient of the thoughts 

That canker'd in his heart, ' 

Seeks in the giddiness of boisterous sport 

Short respite from the avenging power within* 

16. 

What Woman is she 

So wrinkled and old, 

That- goes to the wood i 



IX. 135 

She leans on ber staff 

With a tottering step> 

She tells her bead-string slow 

Through fingers dull'd by age. 

The wanton bojs bemock her ; 

The babe in arms that meets her. 

Turns round with quick afiright. 

And clings to his nurse's neck, - 

17. 

Hark ! hark ! the hunter's cry, 

Mohareb is gone to the chase I 

The dogs, with eager yelp. 

Are struggling to be free ; 

The hawks in frequent stoop 

Token their haste for flight ; 

And couchant on the saddle-bow. 

With tranquil eyes, and talons sheath'c^ 

The ounce expects his liberty. 

18. 
Propt on the staff that shakes 
Beneath her trembling weight, 
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The Old Woman sees them pasy. 

Halloa! halloa! 

The game is up ! 

The dc^ are loos'd. 

The deer bounds over the plam t 

The lagging dogs behind 

Follow ftom afitf ! 

Bat lo ! the Falcon o'er his head 

Hovers with hostile wings. 

And buffets him with blinding strokes ! 

Diszy with the deafening strokes 

In blind and interrupted course^ 

Poor beast, he struggles on ; 

And now the dogs are nigh I 

How his heart pants I you see 

The panting of his heart ; 

And tears like human tears 

Bon down, dong the big veins, fever-swoln; 

And now the death-sweat darkens his dun hUe 

His fears, his groans, his agony, his death. 

Are the sport, and the joy, and the triumph ! 

19. 
Halloa! another prey, 
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Tlie nimble Antelopel 

The ounce k freed ; one ipring^ 

And his talons are sheathed in her shouldersi 

And his teeth are red in her gore. 

There came a sound from the wood» 

Like the howl of the winter wind at m^^tki, 

Around a lonely dwelling; 

The ounce, whose gums were warm in his preyt 

He hears the summoning sound. 

In yain his master's yoice^ 

No longer dreaded now. 

Calls and recalls with threatfiil tonc^ 

Away to the forest he goes. 

For that Old Woman had laid 

Her ^rirdl'd finger on her shrivellM lips, 

And whistled with a long, long breath ; 

And that tong breath was the sound 

like the howl of the winter wind at night 

^ Around a lonely dwelling. 

». 
Mohareb knew her not^ 
As to the diaie he wenti 



IX. 138 

The glance of his proud eye 

Passu)g in scorn o'er ag& and wretchedness* 

She stands in the depth of the wood. 

And pantbg to her feet. 

Fawning and fearful^ creeps the charmed ounce. 

Well mayst thou fear, and vainly dost thou fawn ! 

Her form is changed, her visage new, 

Her power, her heart the same ! 
It 18 Khawla that stands in the wood. 

21. 

She knew the place where the mandrake grew. 

And round the neck of the. ounce, 

And round the mandrake's head 

She tightens the ends of her c^rd. 

Hier ears are closed with wax. 

And her prest finger &sten8 them^ . 

Deaf as the Adder, when, with grounded heady 

And circled form, her avenues of sound 

Barr'd safely, one slant eye 

Watches the charmer's lips 

Waste on the wind his baffled witchery. 

The spotted ounce so l^autiful. 
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Springs forceful from the scourge : 

The dying plant all agony. 

Feeling its life-strings crack. 

Uttered the unimaginable groaai 

That none can hear and liye. 

> 22. 

Then fr(Hn her victim senrant Khawla loos'd 
The precious poison. Next, with naked han^^ 
She fduck'd the boughs of the manchineeL 

Then of the wormy wax she took. 
That, from the perforated tree forced out, 
Bewray'd its insect-parent^s work within. 

28. 

In a cavern of the wood she sits. 

And mouldB the wax to human form; 

And, as her fingers kneaded it. 

By magic accents, to the mystic shape 

Imparted with the life of Thalaba, 

'In all its passive powers. 

Mysterious sympathy* ' 

With the mandrake and the manchineat 
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Sh6 buikU her pile eccimt 

She lays her finger to the p9e» 

And blue and green, the flesh 

Glows with emitted fire, 

A fire to kindle that strange fiid meet. 

Befi»re the fire she i^aced t^e imaged Wftt^ 

<* There^ waste awaj I*' the Endiaacress criedt 

<< And with thee waste Hod^rdi^s Sen 1*^ 

Fool 1 fool 1 gp thaw the everlasting !c^- 
Whose polar mountains bound thehiiflHm reign. 
Blindly the wicked work 
The ri|;hteotts will of Heavie&l 
The doomed Destroyer weans Abdaldar's ting I ^ 
Againtt the danger of his horoscope 
. Yourselves have sUMded him ! 
. Andonthesyn^athizingwaXf - 
The unadmitted flames play powerlessly. 
As the cold moon-beam on a phdn of snow. 
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^ Curse thee ! cone Uiee !'' cried the fiendly woinai)# 

** Hast thou yet a i^U of safety i^* 

And in the ragbg flames 

She cast the imaged wax* 

It lay amid the flamesy 

Like Polycarp of old, 

Wheni by the glories of die burning stake 

0'er-vaaUed» his grey hairs 

CurPd, life-like, to the fire 

That haloed round his saintly bioir* 

«7. 

<* Wherefore is this !*' cried Khawla, and she stampt 

Thrice on the cavern floor, 

^ Maimuna ! Maimuna !'' 

Thrice on the flck>r she stampt. 

Then to the rocky gateway glanced 

Her eager eyes, and Maimuna was there. 

<' N^i Sister, nay!'' quoth she, *< Mohareb's life 

<« Is Imk'd with Thalaba's ! 

^ Nay, Sister, nay ! the plighted oath! 

**- The oonmK>n Sacrament P'. 
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28. 

** Idiot I" «aid Khawla, ** one must die, or all! 

« Faith.kept with him were treason to the rest, 

** Why lies the wax like marble in the fire i 

** What powerfu! amulet 

" Protects Hodeirah's son T' 

29- 

Cold, marble-cold, the wax 

. Lay on the raging pile, 

.Cold in that white intensity of fire. 

The Baty that with her hook*d and leathery wings 

Clung to the cave-roof, loos'd her hold, 

• 

Death-sidcening with the lieat ; 

The Toad, who to the darkest nook had crawl'd^ 

Panted fast with fever-pain. 

The Viper from her nest came forth, 

(Leading her quidum'd brood. 

Who, sportive with the warm delight, roll'd out 

Their thin curls, tender as the tendril rings. 

Ere the green beauty of their brittle youth 

Grows brown, and toughens in the summer sub. 

Coldf marble-cold, tlie wax 
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Lay on the raging pile. 

The silver qmyering of the element, 

O'er its pale surface shedding a dim gloss. 

30. 

Amid the red and fiery smoke, 

:. Watching the strange portent. 

The blue-eyed Sorceress and her Sister stood. 

Seeming a ruined Angel by the side 

Of Spirit bom in helL 

Maimuna raised at length her thoughtful eyes^ 

^* Whence Sister was the wax, 

** The work of the worm, or the bee ? 

** Nay then I maryel not 1 

: ^ It were as wise to bring from Ararat 

'< The fore-world's wood to build the magic pile, 

** Andfesed it from thebalm bower, through whose veins 

** The Martyr's Uood sends such a virtue out, 

" That the fond mother from beneath its shade, 

^ Wreathes the Cerastes round her playful child. 

M This is the eternal, universal strife ! 

'' There is a Grave-nimx, • . I have seen the Gouls 

** Fight for the dainty at dieir banquettmg.'^ • . 
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^ ExceOenl witeh t" quoth Khawlas and she went 

To the owre-arch of entrance, and seowrd up^ 

Mocking the blessed Sun, 

^* Shine thou in Heaven, but I will shadow Earth i 

^ Thou wilt not shorten day, 

<< But I will hasten darkness !'' Then the Witch 

Began a magic song. 

One long low tone, through teeth hai^dos'd. 

Through lips slow-moving, mattered slow. 

One long^eontmued bieath. 

Tin to her eyes a darker yrilowness 

Was driven, and fuUer^swc^ the prominent vefais 

On her loose throat ^ew black. 

Then looking upward, thrice she breathed 

Into the ^nee of Heaven; 

The baneful breath infected Heaven ; 

A mildewing mist, H spread 

Darker and darker ; so the evening sun 

Pour'd his unentering glory on the mis^ 

And it was night below. 
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32. 

« Bring now the wax/' quoth Khawla, " for thou kno w'st 

** The mine that yields it !" forth went Maimuna, 

In mist and darkness went the Sorceress forth. 

And she hath reached the place of Tombs, 

And in their sepuldires the dead 

Feel feet unholy trampling over them. 

S3. 

Thou startest, Maimunai 

Because the breeze is in thy lifted locks ! 

Is Khawla's spell so weak ? 

Sudden came the brieeze, and strong; 

The mist that in the labouring lungs was felt 

So heavy late, flies now before the gale^ 

Thin as an InfiEmt's breath. 

Seen in the sunshine of an autumn frost. 

Sudden it came, and soon its work was done. 

And suddenly it ceas'd ; 

■ 

Cloudless and calm it left the firmament, 

And beautiful in the blue sky 

Arose the summer Moon. 

VOL. 11. o 
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She heard the quickened action of her bIoo4» 

She felt the fever in her cheeks. 

Daunted, yet deq>enitet in a tmnb 

Entering, with impious hand she traced 

Chrdes, and squares^ and trines^ 

And magic characters, 

TID, riven by her charmsi the grave 

Yawn'd and disclosed its dead ; 

Maimuna's ^es were open'd, and she saw 

The secrets of the grave. ' 

There sate a Spirit in the vaul^ 

In sh^>e» in hue, in lineaments^ like life. 

And by him couched, as if intranced. 

The hundred-headed Wonn that hever dies. 

96. 
** Nay, Sorceress ! not to-night P' jthe Spirit cried, 
** The flesh in which I sinn'd may rest to-night 
** From sufieriDg ; all things, even I, to-night, 
"^ ** Even the Damn'd, repose !'' 
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37. 

The flefth of Maimona 

Cnept on her bones with terror, and her Imees 

l^rembled with their trembling weight. 

'< Only this Sabbath ! and at dawn the Worm 

<* Will wake, and this poor flesh must gfbw to meet 

** The gnawing of his hundned poison-mouths ! 

^ God ! God ! b there no mercy after death !" 

38. 

Soul*8trucky she rush'd away, 

She fled the place of Tombs, 

She cast herself upon the earth, 

All agony, and tumult» and despair.. 

And, in that wild and desperate agony, 

Sure Malmuna had died the utter death, 

If aught o evil had been possible 

On this mysterious night; 

For this was that most holy night 

When all Created Things know and adore 

The Power that made them ; Insects, Beasts, and Birds^ 

The Water-Dwellers, Herbs, and Trees, and Stones, 

Yea Earth and Ocean^ and the infinite Sfeaven^ 
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With all its Worlds. Man only does not know 

The universal Sabbathi does not join 

With Nature in her homage. Yet the prayer 

Flows from the righteous with intenser love, 

A holier calm succeeds, and sweeter dreams 

Visit the slumbers of the penitent 

» 

S9. 

Therefore, on Maimuna, the Elements 

Shed healing ; every breath she breath'd was balm. 

Was not a flower but sent in incense up 

Its richest odours, and the song of birds 

Now, like the music of the Seraphimi 

Enter'd her soul, and now 

Made silence awful by their sudden pau8e> 

It seem'd as if the quiet moon 

Pour'd quietness, its lovely light 

Was like the smile of reconciling Heaven. 

40. 

Is it tlie dew of night 

That down her glowing cheek 

Shines in the moon-beam? oh! she weeps ••she weeps! 
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And the Grood Angel that abandon'd her 

At her hell-baptism, by her tears drawn down, 

Resumes his charge* Then Maimuna 

Recalled to mind the double oracle ; 

Quick as the lightening flash 

Its import glanced upon her, and the hope 

Of pardon and salvation rose, 

As now she understood 

The lying prophecy of truth* 

She pauses not, she ponders not ; 

The driven air before her fann'd the face 

Of Thalaba, and he awoke and saw 

The Sorceress of the silver locks. 

I 

41. 

One more permitted spell ! 

She takes the magic thread. 

With the wide eye of wonder, Thalaba 

Watches her snowy fingers round and roun4» 

Unwind the loosening chain. 

Again he bean the low sweet voice. 

The low sweet vdce so musical. 

That sure it was not strange, 
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I^ in those unintel%ibfe tone^ 

Was more than human potency^ 

That with such deep and undefined idiffit. 

Filled the surrendered souL 

The work is done^ the song hath oeas'd; 

He wakes as from a dream oiFamSdaef 

And feels his fetters gone» and with the buift- 

Of wondering adoration, praises God. 

42. 

Her charm hath loosed the chain itbound. 

But massy walls, and iron gates. 

Confine Hodeirah's son. 

Heard ye not, Grenii of the Air, her speU, 

That o'er her &ce there flits 

The sudden flush of fear ? 

Again her louder lips repeat the eharm^ 

He^ eye is anxious, her dieek pale. 

Her pulse plays fiist and feeble. 

Nay, Mainiuna ! thy power hath ceas'd, 

And the wind scatters now 

The voice vrfiich rul'd it late. 
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4S. 

<< Be comforted, my soul!" she cried, her eye 

Brightening with sudden joy ; <^ be oomforted ! 

** We have burst through the bonds which bound us down 

** To utter death; our covenant with Hell 

'< Is blotted out ! The Lord hath given me strength ! 

*^ Great is the Lordi and merciful ! 

'< Hear me, ye rebd Spiritsl in the name 

« Of Allah and the Prophet, hear the qpell !'^ 

A.A. 

Groans then were heard, the prison-walls were rent, 

The whirlwind wrapt them round, and forth they flew. 

Borne in the chariot of the winds abroad. 
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NOTES TO BOOK IX. 



*' Bii fragrant fooi the hormd Viper there^ 4>c.— P. ISl* 

. In this valley we found plenty of provender for our 
cattle : rosemary bnshety and other shrobs of nncommdn 
ftagrance, which, being natives of the desart, are still 
perhaps without a name. Though these scented plants 
are the nsnal food of the camel, it is remarkable that his 
breath is insufferably nauseous. But, when he Is poshed 
by hunger, he devours thbtles and prickles Indiscrimi- 
nately, without the least damage to his mouth, whick 
seems proof to the sharpest thorns.— Ej^/m Irann, 

Hovers vtith hostiU vjings\ j-c.—P* ISO. 

The hawk is used at Aleppo in taking the hare. ** Aa 
soon as the hare is put up, one, or a brace of the nearest 
greyhounds are slipped, and the falconer, galloping after 
them, throws off his hawk. The hare cannot run long, 
where the hawk behaves properly s but sometimes getting 

OS 
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the itart of the dop, she gains the next hill, and escapes. 
Jt DOW and then happens, when the hawk is fierce and 
▼oracious in an anasaal degree, that the hare is struck 
dead at the first stroke, but that is very uncommon ; for 
tlie liawlcs preferred for hare-huntiog are taught to 
pounce and bulTet the game, not to seize it $ and they rise 
a little between each attack, to descend again with fresh 
force. In this manner the game is confused and retarded^ 
till the greyikMmdl come io."— -BuJNreU. 

The Shaheen, or Falcon Gentle, fltes at a more dan- 
gerous game. Were there not, says the elder Russell, se- 
veral gentlemen now in England to bear witness to the 
truth of what I am going to relate, I should hardly ven- 
ture to assert, that, with this bird, which is about the 
size of a pigeon, they sometimes take large eagles. The 
hawk, in former times, was taught to seize the eagle un- 
der his pioion,*and thus, depriving him of the use of one- 
wing, both birds fell to the ground. together. But I am 
informed, the present mode is to teach the hawk to fix on 
the back between the wings, which has the same effect , 
only that the bird tumbling down more slowly, the fol- 
cooer has more time to come in to his hawk's assistance} 
but, in either case, if he be not very expeditious, the 
folcon is inevitably destroyed. 

Dr Patrick Russell says, this sport was disused in hb 
time, probably from its ending more frequently in the 
death of the falcon than of the eagle. But he had often 
seen the shaheen take herons and storks. ** The hawk, 
when thrown off, flies for some time in a horizontal lioe^ 
not six feet from the ground, then mounting perpendicn-t 
larly with astonishing swiftness, he seizes his prey nnde^ 
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ihe wingf said both together eoi*e tnmbliiiK to the groool* 
If the fiilcooer te oot ezpeditloiii« the game looo diatsiff^ 
gee itielf. 

We saw aboat twenty antelopes, which, howetor^ 
were tb very shy, that we coald not get tear enoagh to 
ha?e a shot, nor do I think it possible to take tlMm wltli* 
Oat hawlu, the mode asaally practised in those coonlrlei^ 
The swiftest greylioaads would be of no ase, tor the aate* 
lopes are much swifter Of foot than any aaiiMd I eveO 
saw belbre.-»Jacfcton*« Jomney over Laud, 

The Persians train their hawks thus s They take the 
whole skin of a stag, of the head, body, and logs, aad 
stair it with straw to the shape of the animal. After ix« 
Iqg it in the place where they nsaally train the bird, they 
place his food upon the head of the stoffed stag, and 
chiefly In the two cavities of the eyes, that the bird naj 
strike there. Haying accostomed him forsereral daye 
to eat in this manner, they fasten the feet of the stag to 
8 plank which runs upon wheels, which is drawn by cords 
ftrom a distance i and from day to day they draw it ikst* 
er, insensibly to accastom the bird not to quit hb prey | 
and at last they draw the stag by a hofse at ftill tpeei. 
They do the same with the wild boar, the ass, the ftnC| 
the hare, and other beasts of chase. They are eyen 
taught to stop a horseman at ftiU speed, nor will they 
quit him till the falconer recals them, and shows them 
their food.— TVHwmler. 

As the Persians are Tery patient, and not deterred by 
diflteulty, they delight in training the crow in the saiM 
manner as the hawlu<— Tavemier* 

I do not recollect In what history or romaace thete H 
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a tale of two dogs trained ia this manner to destroy a ty- 
rant i but I belieTC it is an liistorical fiction. Tlie same 
stratagem is found in Cliao-slii-cn*ely the Orplian of tiie 
House of Chaob . 

. . The farmers in Norway believe that the eagle will 
sometimes attack a deer. In this enterprize, he makes 
Qteof this stratagem ; he soaks his wings in water, and 
then covers them with sand and gravel, with which he 
flies against the deer's face, and blinds him for a time s 
the pain of this sets him running about like a distracted 
creature, and frequently he tumbles down a rock or some 
steep place, and breaks his neck ; thus he becomes a prey 
to the tag\e>*^Pontoppidan • 

In the arms of Garibay the historian, a stag, with an 
eagle or hawk on his back, is thus represented. Thia 
species of falconry has therefore probably bben practised 
in Europe. 

; And now the death'Sweat darkens his dun hide /-^P. 186^ 

I saw this appearance of death at a bull-fight, the de> 
testable amusement of the Spaniards and Portuguese. 
To the honour of our country* few Englishmen visit these 
spectacles a second time. 

The Ounce is freed ; one springs j^e. — P. 137. 

They have a beast called an Ounce, spotted like a 
tyger, but very gentle and tame. A horseman carries it, 
and on perceiving the gazelle, lets it loose ; and though 
the gazelle is incredibly swift, it is so nimble, that in 
three bounds it leaps upon the neck of its prey. The 
gazelle is a sort of small antelope, of which the country 
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is fulk The ooDce inmediately itranglet it with its sharp 
taloDB ; but if uolackily it misset Its blow, and the gazelle 
escapes, it remains open the spot ashamed aad confiisedy 
and at that moment a child might talM or kill it withont 
its attempting to defend itself.— Tooemter. 

The kiags of Penia are very fond of the chase, and It 
is principally in this that they display their magaifi- 
cence. It happened one day that Sha«Sefi wished to en- 
tertain all the ambassadors who were at his court, and 
there were then ministers there from Tartary, Moscovy, 
and India* He led them to the chase, and having taken 
in tlieir presence a great number of large animals, stags, 
does, binds, and wild boars, he had them all dressed and 
eaten the same day i and while they were eating, an archi- 
tect was ordered to erect a tower in the middle of Ispa- 
han, only wittk the beads of these animals : the remains 
of it are yet to be seen. When the tower was rahwd to 
its proper height, the architect came exultiogly to the * 
king, who was then at the banquet with the ambassadors, 
aod informed him- that nolhiog was wanting to finish the 
work well, but the head of some large beast for the point. 
The Prince, in his drunkenness, and with a design of 
showing the ambassadors how absolute he was over his 
sulyects, tarned sternly to the architect-^lTou are right, 
said he, and 1 do not know where to find a better hood than 
your own» The unhappy man was obliged to lose his 
head, and the royal order was immediately executed. 

Tcoemisr. 

WasU on the wind hU baffled witchery.'^ P. ISSi 

A serpent which that aspidis 
Is clepedi of his kinde hath this. 
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Tkmi he the stone^ noblot of iH, 
Tke wkiche that tten cariNtade call, 
Bcrelh Id his head above oa hight 
For whiche, whan that a aiaa by di|^t 
The ttone to wyoae, and him to dante^ 
With hb caiccte him wolde eachaMe^ 
Anooe as he percelTeth that 
Ho leyth dowae his one ear all plal 
Unto the groond, and halt it fiist. 
And eke that other eare ate faste 
He stoppeth with hte tallle so sore. 
That he the wordes, lane or more 
Of his enchantement ne hereth. 
And in this wise hiteself he sfciereth. 
So that he hath the wordes wayred. 
And thus his eare te nooght deceived. 

Ocwcfu 
Does not ** the deaf adders that iieareth not the voice 
of the cbarmery charm he never so wisely/' altade to 
some snake that cannot be enticed by masicy as they catch 
them in Kgypt? 

Tluttfrom the perforated tree forced out.<— P« ISO; 

As for the wax, it is the finest and whitest that may be 
had, thoogh of bees : and there is sach pleoty as serves 
the whole empire. Several provinces produce it, bnl 
that of Huqoam exceeds, all the others, as well In quan- 
tity as whiteness. It is gathered in the province of Xan- 
tung, upon little trees; but In that of Hnquam, npoa 
large ones, as big as those of the Indian pagods, or ches* 
avt trees In Eorope. The way nature has found to pro^ 
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doce ity to 08 appean ttraoge enough. There is ia thife 
proyioce, a creature or iosecty of the bignes of a flea, lo 
sharp at stiagthgy that it not only pierces the skins of men 
and beasts, but the booghs and bodies of the trees. Those 
of the province of Xantong are mach Talued, where the 
inliabitants gather their eggs firom tlie trees, and carry 
them to sell in the province of Hoquam. In the spring, 
there come from these eggs certain worms, which, about 
the beginning of the summer, they place at the foot of 
the tree, whence they creep op, spreading themselves 
wonderfhlly over all the branches. Having placed them- 
selves there^ they gnaw, pierce, and bore to tlie very 
pith, and their nonrbhmeot they convert into wax, as 
white as snow, which they drive out of the month of tlw 
hole they have made, where-it remains congealed in drops 
by the wind and cold. Then the owners of the trees ga- 
ther it, and make it into cakes as we do, which are sold 
about China. — GemelM Careri. 

Da Halde*s account is somewhat diflTerent from this ; 
the worms, he says, fasten on the leaves of the tree, and 
in a short time fbrm combs of wax, much smaller than 
the honey combs. 

Afirt to hindU that ttrangefuel maef.— P. 140. 

It being notorious that fire enters into the composition 
of a devil, because he breathes smoke and flames, thero 
is an obvious propriety in supposing every witch her own 
tinder-box, as tliey approximate to diabolic nature. I 
am sorry that I have not the Hlerarchie of the Blessed 
Angels to refer to ; otherwise, by the best authorities, I 
coald show that b the trick of BeeUebub to parody the 
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costnaie of religioa. The indamimbilitj of saiiiti any 
be abandandy exampled. 

It happened apoa a tyme, before St Elfled wai cfaosea 
Abbesse, that being io the church at mattus, before day, 
with the rest of her sisters, and going into ilie middett, 
according to the costame, to read a lesson, the candle 
wherewith she saw to read, chanced to be pat oat, aad, 
thereupon wanting light, there came from the fingers of 
her right hand soeh an exceeding brightoesse upon the 
suddaine, that not only herselfe, but all the rest of the 
quire also, might read by it— >Engiis& Mmrtyrolog^ 16(M). 

Dead saints have frequently possessed this phospborie 
quality, like rotten wood, or dead fish. *' St Bridget 
was interred at the towne of Donne, in the proyince of 
Ulster, in the tombe togeather with the venerable bodyes 
of St Patrickeand St Columbe, which was afterward mi* 
racolously reveyled to the bishop of that place, as he 
was pra>iog one night late in thj^ church, about the 
yeare of Christ, 1176, over which there shined a great 
light.**— Eng/ish Martyrologe. 

So, when the nurse of Mohammed first entered the 
chamber of A mena, his mother, she saw a coruscatiiq; 
splendour, which was the light of the infant prophet, so 
that A mena never kindled her lamp at night — Maracci. 

Another Mohammedan miracle of the same genus, is 
BO ways improbable. When the head of Hosein wi» 
brought to Gouffah, the governor's gates were closed, and 
Haula, the bearer, toolc it to his own house. . He awok» 
his wife, and told her what had so speedily brought him 
home. I bring with me, said he, the most valuable pre* 
ient that could possibly be made to the Caliph. And the 
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woman asking eagerly what it could be ? the head of 
HoseiOy here it is ; I am sent with it to the governor* 
Immediately she sprung from the bed, not that she was 
shocked or terrified at the sight, for the Arabian women 
were accustomed to follow the army, and habituated to 
the sight of blood and massacre. But Hosein, by Fati« 
tna, his mother, was grandson of the prophet, and this 
produced an astonbhing effect upon the mind of the wo- 
man. By the apostle of God, she exclaimed, I will never 
again lie down with a man who has brought me the head 
of his grandson. The Moslem who, accor ding to the ens* 
tom of his nation, had many wives* sent for another , who 
was not so conscientious. Yet, the presence of the he ad, 
which was placed upon a table, prevented her froAi 
sleeping, became^ she said, she iav a great glory playing 
around it all nighl^-^Maxlgay • 

After Affonso de Castro had been martyred in one of 
the Molucca islands, hb body was thrown into the sea* 
Bat it was in a few days brought back by Providence to 
the spot where be bad suffered, the wounds fresh as if just 
opened, and so straoge and beautiful a splendour flowing 
fh>m them, that it was evident the fountain of snob a light 
must be that body* whose spirit was in the eiyoyment of 
eternal happiness. 

The Moors interpreted one of these p^ospftoric miracles 
with equal ingenuity, to favour their own creed. A light 
was seen every night over the tomb of a Maronite whom 
they had martyred $ and they said the priest was not only 
tortured with fir^ in heU, but-his very body burnt in th« 
^jer^VatcmceUQip 
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'' There wtuu amay V* the Enchmtreu cried.'^P^ 140. 

A weil-kaown ceremony of witcbcraft, oldas claHleftl 
MipentitioB, aod probably not yet wholly disbelieved* 

It lay amidet theflama^ 4«-^P* 1^1* 

Beantifolly bath Milton painted this legend* ^ The life, 
when it came to proof, would not do his work; \mi^ 
tuning 9jf like a full $mlfirom the matt, did bnt reflect a 
golden light npoo hb nmriolated limbs, exhaling such a 
eweet odimr, as if all the Incense of Arabia had been 
bamiiig.'*— ()/' PreUMeel Episcopacy, 



** Thefere-world'e wood to kuild the magic piie.— P. 148» 

On Mount Ararat, which is called Lubar^ or the da* 
scendiog place, is an abbey of 8t Gregorle's Mottkil 
These Monks, if any list to believe them, say that there 
remaineth yet some part of the arke, kept by aqgelsf 
Which, if any seeke to ascend, carrie them backeas tent 
kk the night, as they have climbed in the day.*"l\frcA4fc 

^ ffreaihee the Cerattes round her playful clUlA^'^P. 149. 

A thicket of balm trees is said to hove sprtiiig up ttom 
the blood of the Moslem slain at Beder. 

.£iianas avoucheth, that those vipers which breed in 
the provinces of Arabia, although they do bite, yH ttidif 
bitii^ is not venomous, because they doe feede on the 
baulme tree, and sleepe under the shadow thereof. 

Treasury of Ancient and Modem Tfaisf* 

The balsam tree is nearly of the same sise as a sprig of 
myrtle, and lis leaves are lilie those of the herb i weet 
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marjoran. Vipers take op their residence about thtse 
plants, and are in some places more numerous tlian in 
othen I for the juice of the balsam tree is their sweetest 
foody and they are delighted with the shade produced by 
Its leaves. When the time therefore arrives for gathef* 
ing the juice of this tree, the Arabians come Into the sa« 
cred grove» eac h of them holding two twigs. By sbaktug 
these, they put to flight the vipers ; for they are unwil* 
linig to kill them, because they consider them as the sa* 
cred inhabitants of the balsam. And if it hiqipeas that 
any one is wounded by a viper, the wound resembles that 
Which it made by iron, but is not attended with any daa« 
gienms consequences ; for these aminals being fed with the 
jaice of the balsam tree, which is the most odoriferous of 
all trees, their pmsoa becomes chmiged ft'om a deadly 
quality into one which produces a milder eSeeU 



The Inhabitants of Helicon say, that none of the herba' 
•r roots which are produced in this mountain, are descnu> 
thre to maoldnd. They add« that the pastures here even 
debilitate the venom of serpents; so that those who are 
fteqneotly bit by serpents in this part, escape the danger 
with greater ease than If they were of the nation of the 
Fhylll^ or had discovered an antidote against poison. 

** There U a Chraee-maXf • • I have uen the QotUii 4f^ 

The common people of England have long been ac« 
qtlated with this chiEUtge which muscular flbre undor- 
gem. Before the circumstance was known to philo80» 
phen, I hAvie htard them express a dislike and loathiqg 
to spermacetly ** became It was dead men's fat." 
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. Feel/eet unholy trampling over tAtflit.*^P; 14&« 

■ The Penians are strangely sapentitious aboat the bv- 
rial of their kings. For, fearing lest by some magical 
arty any enchantments should be practised upon their 
bodies to the pr<yudice of their children, they conceal^ 
as mach as in them lies, the real place of Interment. 

To this end, they send to several places several cottoi 
of lead, with others of wood, which they call Taboaiy 
and bury all alilce with the same magniflecnce. In thif 
manner they delude the curiosity of the people, wh»caB* 
Bot discern by the outside, iu which of the coffins the real 
body should be. Not but it might be discovered by such 
as would pat themselves to the expense and trouble of 
doing it. And thus it shall be related in the life of Hai- 
bas the Great, that twelve of these coffins were conveyed 
to twelve of the principal Mosques, not for the sake of 
their riches, but of the person which they enclosed ; and 
yet nobody knew in which of the twelve the king's body 
was laid, thouglttbe common belief Is^ that it was depo- 
sited at Ardevil. 

It is also said in the lifo of Sefie I., that there were 
three coffins carried to three several places, as if there 
had been a triple production from one body, though It 
irere a thing almost certainly known, that the cQffin 
where the body was laid, was carried to the same city of 
Kom, and to the same place where the deceased king 
commanded the body of his deceased father to be car- 
ried.— -C&ardtn* 

They imagine the dead are capable of pain. A Foiw 
tvguese gentleman had one day igoorantly strayed among 
l^g tombs, and a Moor, after much wrangliflg, obligfd. 
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him to go before the Cadi. The geotlemao coinpiaioett- 
of violence, and asserted he had committed no crime i 
but the judge informed him he was mistalcen, for that the 
poor -dead soffered when trodden on by Christian feet. 
IMey Ishmael once had occasion to bring one of hto 
frives through a burial ground, and the people removed 
the bones of their relations, and mnrmutioj^, said, he 
would neither suffer the living nor the dead to rest in 
yeuct.-^Chcnier, Additional Chap, by the Translator, 

Were the Moorish superstition true, tbere would have 
been some monkish merit in the last request of St Swi- 
thioy ** when he was ready to depart out of this world, 
be commanded (for humilityes sake) his body io be bo* 
ried in tiie church*yard, whereon every one might tread 
with their teeV^Englith Martyrologe, 

There is a story recorded, how that St Frithstane was 
wont every day to say masse and office for the dead ; and 
oae evening as he walked in the church-yard^ reciting 
the said office, when he came to requiegcant in pace, the 
voyces in the graves round about made answere aloud^ 
and said, Amen. — English Martyrologe. 

I observed at Damascus, says Thevenoti that the Turlu 
leave a hole, of three fingers breadth in diameter, on the 
top of their tombs, (where there is a channel of earth 
over the dead body) that serves to cool the dead ; for the 
women, going thither on Thursday to pray, which they 
never foil to do every week, they 'pour in water by that 
bole, to refresh them, and quench their thiret; and at the 
end of the grave, they stick in a large branch of box, and 
leave it there, to keep the dead cool. They have an- 
other no less pleasant custom^ and ihaX is, when a wo* 
man hath lost her husband, she still asks bis counsel 
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^ort her aflbirs. For iostaocey ibe will fo to his graven 
and tell him that each a perMo hath wroofed her, or 
that such a man woold ouirry her, aad therei^D ailn hii 
coooMl what she sboald do ; having done so, ahe retaiM 
hone, expecting the anewer, which her late hmband ftJIi 
■at to coaie aad give her the oight fbUowiog. 

" TkM gtutmhg tf h\i hundred ptiMom-mouUti f fc* 

The Bf ohammedan tradition is even nore horrible than 
this. The corpse of the wicked is gnawed and stung tUl 
the resnrrection by ninety-nine dragons, with seven heads 
each ; or, as others say, their sins will become venomoas 
beasts, the grievous ones stinging like dragons, tlie smaller 
like scorpions, and the others like serpents ; circumslaa- 
ees which some understand in a figurative senBe^ 

Sale't Preliminary iHeeourtem 

This Bfobammedan tale may be traced to the Scrip* 
fare ; ** whose worm dieth not." 

They also believe, that after a man is buriad, the soul 
returns to the body ; and that two very terrible angels 
come into the grave, the one called Jfimfctr, and the other 
Gvanequir^ who take him by the head, and Inake him 
kneel, and that, for that reason, they leave a tuft of hair 
on the crown of their head, that the angels who make 
them kneel may take hold of it. Afler that, the angeh 
examine him in this manner : Who is thy God^ thy reU^ 
gimty and prophet f and he answers thus : My God i$ the 
true God ; my religion is the true religion ; and my prophet 
is Mahomet. But if that man find himself to be guHty, 
and being afraid of their tortures, shall say— You are 



IX. 167 

tny €r0d and my prophet, and it is in you tJiat I believe. At 
•nch an answer, these angels smite him with a mace of 
fircy And depart ; and the earth sqaeezes the poor wretch 
fp JbArd, that his mother's milk comes running out of lus 
opse. A^ter that come two other angels, bringing an 
iilgly creatiure with jthem, that represepts his sins and bad 
deeds, changed into that form ; then, opening a window, 
they depart Into hell, and the man remains there with 
that ugly creature, being continually tormented with the 
sight of it» and the common miseries of the dananed, uatil 
the day of judgment, when both go to hell together. 
But if he hath llyed well, and made the first answer aboye* 
mentioned, they bring him a lovely creature, which re- 
presents his good actions, changed into that form ; then, 
the aagels opening a window, go away to paradise, aod 
the lovely creature remains, which gives him a great 
deal of content, and stays with him until the day of judg* 
ment, when both are received into paradi8e.«-7%eoeNitf, 

Monkish ingenuity has invented something not iniliko 
the Mabommedan article of faith. 

St £lpheg, saith William of Malmsbury, in his tender 
years took the monastic habit at Dirherst, then a small 
monastery, and now only an empty monument of anti- 
quity. There, after he bad continued a while, aspirhog 
to greater perfection, be went to bathe, where, enclosing 
himself in a secret cell, he employed his mind in contem- 
plation of celestial things. To him there, after a short 
time, were congregated a great number of religious per- 
sons, desiring bis instructions and directions j and among 
them, being many, there were some who gave themselves 
to licentious feasting and drinking in the night time, their 
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tpiritnal fiither, St Elpbeg, not knowiof of it. But Ah 
iiii|;faty God did not a long time suflTer tliis tlieir licence^ 
buty at midoiglit, stracli witli a sudden death one who waa 
the ringleader in this licentionuiev, in the cluunber whcfe 
they practised such excesses. In the mean time, tiM 
holy man being at his prayers^ was Interrupted by a great 
nolle, proceeding out of the same chamber, and wonder* 
ing at a thing so unaccustomed, he went sofUy to the 
dore, looliing in through certain clefts, he saw two devihi 
of a vast stature, which, with frequent stroltesyas of ham- 
men, tormented the liveles carkeys; from whence, not- 
withstanding, proceeded loud clamours, as desiring help* 
But his tormentcurs answered. Thou didst not obey God, 
neither will we thee. Thn, the next morning, the holy 
man related to the rest ; and no wonder if his eompa* 
aions became afterward more abstemious,^— Cretoy. 

There Is another ceremony to be undergone at the 
time of death, which is described in a most barbaroot 
mixture of Arabic and Spanish. The original Is gi?eii 
for its singularity. 

Sepa todo Mosllm que quando viene a la muertet que len* 
via Allah ctnco Almalaques. El pirimero viene qwmdo 
lurruh (la alma) eita en la garganta, y dize fe, ye fijo de 
Adam que es de tu cuerpo elforqudo^ que tanfalaco etoyf 
y que et de tu lengua la fabfante^ coma se enmudereido el 
dia deoyfy que et de tu conpania y parientet 9 oyte deta* 
ran tolo» Y viene lalmalac segondoy quando le meten la 
ntartffa^ y dite le^ ye fjo de Adam^ que etdeloque teniaa 
de la requexa para la povreza ? y que et de lo que alfoste del 
poblada para el yermo ? y que et de lo que alqaste del tolago 
para la toledad 9 Y viene^ lalmalac tcrcero quando lo pa* 

10 
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iMi tn lanaat, (las andas) y dite 2e. Yejijo de Adam, 9$ 
emUmMrai camino qnt nunca lo camine$ mas luente qu*$lf. 
wl'dUi de ojf verai jtnte que nunca la vtyerle nunca jamoif 
el dia de oy entararai en cata que nunca entaraste en ma$ 
mtarecha qu'ella Jamae ni mat escura. Y viena lalmalac 
fwarttf, quando h meten en lafueisa y qoirida 5^ dite> Ye 
J^e de Adam, aticr erat tobre ia carta de Ul tierra alegre y 
g e y e t e, ay eerae en tu vientre ; y buen dia te vino *t tu tree 
«B I9 garofia de Allah, 5^ tnoi dia ie vino ti tu tree en la ira 
4% Allah. Y viene lalmalac cinqueno quando esta ioterrade 
y Ipllrida, y dixe. Yejijo de Adam oy quedaras tola y aii». 
fsa tptedmremot con tu no apurovejariamoe ninguna eoea ; m 
■polfgado eilalgo y desat lo para otri ; el dia de oy serat em 
layraaa (parayso) vieyuMO, en elfuego penoio, jlqueitoe 
ektC0 Almalaques vienen pur mandamiento de Allah a tode 
fereeonm en el paso de la muerte, Rogemot de Allah noe 
f ^fenga par la rogarye y alfadblla (merecimiento) de nueitore 
«]hU>| (profete) Mohammad (salla ailaho ala>hi vasallam) 
mo$ ponga de los siervoi obitUentet^ que merescanioi ter tegi^ 
^ee del eepanio de ia fueaa y destos cincos almalaques per 
t« emnio alrahma (miicrecordia) y peadad. Amen. 

Notices des Manuscrits de la Bibl. 
Nationale, t. 4. 636. 
Let erery Moslrm know, that ivbeo he comes to die, 
AU«jibeod« five Alroulaques. * The first romeo nhen the 
flool b io the throat, aod says to him) Mow, son of Adam^ 



* I mppoie this means angelsy from the Hebrew wor4 
Ibr king. 
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what it become of thy body» the strongs whieb k i»^y 
^ 80 feeble ? ^ nd w bat is bcceme of tby teagtie, the talker^ 
that k tbas made dumb to^ay i Aad where are Iky 
coapaoioDt and thy kia ? To«day they hmie left theaalnic^ 
Aod the second Almalac comes when they pot on the 
wmdingwsbeety aad says. Now, son of Adam» what k ba» 
come of the riches which tboa hadst, in thk poverty I 
Jind where are the peopled landt which were thiaey in 
thk desolatioa ? And where are the pleasoreswhiab 
thUie» in thk lolitarinem ? And the third Almalae 
when they place him upon the bier, and says^ M^m^ los 
of Adam, to-day tboa shalt traTcl a joaraey, than wbich^ 
tboa hast never travelled longer ; te-daiy thoa shak see m 
peoplCf such as tboa hast aever seen before 5 ta-day thorn 
shalt eater a house, than which, thoa hast aever eatereA 
a narrower nor a darker. And the ftmrth Almalac cornea 
when they pot him in the grave, and says, Now, sea of 
Akdam, yesterday tboa wert upon the Ukce of the earthy 
blHhe and J4»yoBs, to-day thoo art In its bowek ; a good 
day k to betide thee, if thoa art in the grace of Allah,* 
and an ill day will betide thee if thowart ia the wrath of 
Allah. And the fifth Almalac comes when he is interred, 
and says. Now, sen of Adam, to-day thou wilt be left 
aWme, and thovgb we were to remain with thee^ we 
iliould proAt thee nothing, as to the weahh which tiioa 
Imst gathered together, and must now leave to another. 
To-day thou wilt be rejoicing in paradise, or tormented 
i^tbe fire. These five Al malaqu e s come by the command 
of Allah, to every person in the pass of death. Let us 
I « pmy^ to Allah^ that, throagb the nediatioo aad OMrits of 
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•ir pniplKt Mabomned, be may place nt amoa^ kii ob^ ^ 
dieot servants, that we may be worthy to be safe ttem 
the terror of the graTe, and of these A^e Almalaqaefi 
throagb his holy coaipasiion and mercy. Abmd. 

F#r tAtt toof thai moii k^iy ^ightf j'«.— P. 147* 

Tbe night, L^lfetb-ul-cadr, is considered as being pai^ 
Hcalarly consecrated to ineirable mysteries. Tlwre is a 
pffetttfllag opinioiH that a thousand secret and iorisitile 
prodi|[ies are performed on this night ; tlmt aH the ioaal* 
fliate beii^ tbco pay tlieir adoration to God i tlmt all tbe 
waters of tiie sea lose tbeir saltncta, and become fresh at 
tiicse mysterions momcnti i that such, In flae, is its sane* 
tity, that prayers said daring this night, are eqaa( in Ta* 
Aie to all those which can be said in a thousand sacces* 
ihFe moaths. It has not iioweTer pleased God, says the 
aefthor of the celebrated theological work entlttod Fer» 
kmnh te rereal it to the feithAil : no prophet, no saint^ 
llBi been able to dtscoTcr It i hence this night, so aagost^ 
ID mysterioBS, so faroared by Heaven, has hitherto rc^ 
malaed andiscofcred.-— D'OAsfoa. 
■ They all hold, that some time on this night, the firma* 
ment opens for a moment or two, and tbe glory of God 
appears visible to the eyes of those who are so happy ai 
to beiiold it I at which juncture, whatCTcr is asked of 
God by the fortunate beholder of the mysteries of that 
critical minute, is infallibly granted. This sets many 
credulous and superstitious people upon the watch tdl 
ntght long, till the mombig begins to dawn. It is my 
opiidon, that they go on AiU as wise as they come oif ; I 
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mtBUi from stand log centinel for so many hours. Tboogli 
Biaoy stories are told of people who have enjoyed the 
privilege of seeing that miraculous opening of the Hea« 
▼ens; of all which, few have had power to speak their 
mind, till it was too late, so great was their ecstacy. 
But one passage, pleasant enough, was once told me by a 
grave elderly gentlewoman at Costantina, in Barbary. 
^here was, not many years before my time, said she, in 
this town, a Mulatta wench, belonging to such a great fa- 
mily > (naming one of the best in the town) who being quite 
out of love with her woolly locks, and imagining that she 
wanted nothing to make her thought a prett}' girl, but a 
good head of hair, took her supper in her hand presentlyr 
after sun-set, and without letting any body into her se> 
cret, stole away, and shut herself up in the uppermost 
apartment in the house, and went upon the watch. She' 
had the good fortune to direct her optics towards the 
right quarter, the patience to look so long and so stead- 
fastly, till she plainly beheld- the beams of celestial glory, 
parting through the amazing chasm in the divided firma- 
ment, and the resolution to cry out, with all her might, 
Ya Rabbi Kubbar Rassi ; i, e, Lord, make my head big I 
This expression is, figuratively, not improper to pray for 
a good bead of hair. But, unhappily for the poor gir), 
it seems God was pleased to take her words in the literal 
sense; for, early in the morning, the neighbours were 
disturbed by the terrible noise and bawling she made ; 
ani^they were forced to hasten to her asiiistance with 
tools proper to break down the walls about her ears, in 
order to get her head in at the window, it being grown to . 
a monstrous magoitudey bigger in circumfereoce than 
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▼eral bushels ; I doD*t remember etactly bow many ; nor 
am I certain whether she gurrived her mis^'ortane or not* 

Morgan. Note to Rahadan* ' 

According to Francklin, it i>» believed, that whatever 
Moslem die dorinx the month of Ramadan, will most as* 
luredly enter into paradise, because the gates of Heaven 
then stand open, by command of God. 

Tour from Bengal to Persia^ p. ISO. 

During the Asciur, the ten da}s of festive ceremony 
for Hosein, the Persians believe that the gates of paradisa 
are thrown open, and thnt all the Moi>lem who die find 
immediate admittance. — Pietro delle Valle. 

And the Good Angel that abandoned her, (f>c. — P. 149. 

The Turks also acknowledge guardian angels, but in far 
greater number than we do ; for they say, that God hath 
appointed threescore and ten angels, though they be invi« 
Bible, for the guard of every Mutulmanf and nothing be- 
fall any body but what they attribute to them. They 
have all their several offices, one to guard one member, 
and another another ; one to serve him in such an affair, 
and another in another. There are, among all these an* 
gels, two who are the dictators over the rest ; they sit 
one on the right side, and the other on the left; these 
they call Kerim Kiatiby that is to say, the merciful scribes. 
He on the right side, writes down the ^ood actions of tha 
man whom he has in tuition, and the other on the left hand, 
the had. They are so merciful, that they spare him if he 
commit a sin before he goes to sleep, hoping he*ll repCtat i 
and if be does not repent, they mark it down ; if he doet 
repent, they writedown, Eitig fouriUahf thatistotay. 
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God fiardon. Tbej wait upon him in ail places, exeept 
wlien be does bis needs, where tliey let him go alone, 
wtMyiag for him at the door till he come out, and then 
they take him into poceision again ; wherefore, when the 
Turlu go to the hooae-of-office, they pot the left foot fore- 
most, to the end the angel who registers their sins, may 
leave them first ; and when they come out, they set the 
right foot before, that the angel who writes down their 
good woKk% B»y bare tbem first ander bis protection. 



Clie Centd iBooft; 



And the Angel that was sent unto me said^ Thinkest 
thou to comprehend the way of the Most High / . . Then 
said I, Tea, my Lord, And he answered me, and said^ 
I am sent to show thee three ways, and to set forth three 
similitudes before thee ; whereof, if thou canst declare 
me one, I will shew thee also the way that thou desirest 
to see, and I shall shew thee from whence the wicked 
heart cometh. And I said, Tell on^ my Lord, Then said 
he unto me. Go thy way, weigh me the weight qfthefire^ 
or measure me tlie blast of the mnd, or call me again 
the day that is past, 

ESDRASi il 4k 



THALABA THE DESTROYER. 



THE TENTH BOOK. 



1. 

XiRB there was time for wonder or for fear. 

The way was past, and lo ! again 

Amid surrounding snows, 

Withi^ the cavern of the witch they stand. 

2. 

Th^n came the weakness of her natural age 

At once on Maimuna; 

The burthen of her years 

Fell on her, and she knew 

That her repentance in the sight of God 

Had now found favour, and her hour was x:ome. 

h2 
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Her death was like the righteous ; ** Tom my face 

** To Mecca !" in her languid eyes 

The joy of certain hope 

Lit a last lustre, and in death 

The snnle was on her cheek* 

a. 

No faithful crowded round her bier» 

No tongue reported her good deeds, 

For her no mourners wail'd and wept. 

No Iman o'er her perfumed corpse. 

For her soul's health intoned the prayeri 

No column rais'd by the waynside 

Impbr*d the passing traff eller 

To say a requiem for the dead. 

Thalaba laid her in the snow. 

And took his weapons jfrom the hearth. 

And then once more the youth began 

His weary way of soHtude. 

4, 

The breath of the East is in his face. 
And it drives the sleel and the snow. 
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The air is keen, the wind is keen. 

His h'mbs are aching with the cold. 

His eyes are aching with the snow^ 

His Tery heart it cold, 

His spirit dulPd within him. He looks (m 

If aught of life be near, 

But all is sky, and the white wildemeesi. 

And here and there a solitary pine. 

Its branches brdcen by the weigbl of snow. 

His pains abate^ his senses, dull 

With suffering, cease to suffisr. 

Languidly, languidly, 

Thalaba drags along^ 

A heavy weight is on his lidsy 

His limbs move slow with heaviness^ 

And he full fain would lAeep, 

Not yet, not yet, O Thalaba 1 

Thy hour of rest is come! 

Not yet may the Destroyer sleep 

The comfortable deep ! 

His journey is not over yet, 

His course not yet folfill'd ; * « 

Run thou thy race, O Thidaba! 

The priae is at the goaL 



X. 180 

5. 

It was a Cedar^rtree 

Which woke him from that deadly drowsiness ; 

Its broad round-spreading branches, when they felt 

The snow, rose upward in a point to heaven^ 

And, standing in their strength erect, 

Defied the baffled storm. 

He knew the lesson Nature gave. 

And he shook off his heavinessi 

And hope reviv'd within fainu 

6.. 

Now sunk the evening sun, 

A broad, red, beamless orb, 

Adown the glowing sky ; 

Through the red light the snow-flakes fell like fire* 

Louder grows the biting wind. 

And it drifls the dust of the snow. 

I The snow is clotted in his hair,- 

The breath of Thalaba 

Is iced upon his lips. 

He looks around, the darkness, 

The dizzy floating of the feathery sky 

Close in his narrow view. 
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7. 

At lengthy through the thick atmosphere^ a light 

Not distant far appears. 

He, doubting other wiles of enmity. 

With mingled joy, and quicker step« 

Bends, thitherward his way« 

S. 

It was a little, lowly dwelling-]^MR» 

Amid a garden, whose delightfi4^'gir 

Was mild and fragrant, as the evening wmd 

Passing in summer o'er the coffee-groves 

Of Yemen, and its blessed bowers of balm, 

A Fount of Fire, that in the centre play'd, 

Roli'd all around its wonderous rivulets. 

And fed the garden with the heat of life* 

Every, where magic ! the Arabian's heart 

Yearn'd after human intercourse* 

A light ! . . the door unclos'd ! • • 

^ AH silent • . he goes in* ' 

9. 
There lay a Damsel, sleeping on a couch^ 

< JB ■ 
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Hjb step awoke her, and she gazed at hmi 

With pleas'd and wondering )o6k^ 

Fearkfldy, like a yearling chiid^ 

Too ignorant to fear. 

With words of courtesy^ 

The young intmder s{Kk«. 

At the sound of his voice, a joy 

Kindled her bright black eyes ; 

She rose, and took his hand. 

But, at $be touch, the joy forsook her cheek, 

*< Oh ! it is cdd !'' she eried^ 

^ I thought I should have fsHt it warm, like mine, 

<< But thou art like Che rest P' 

10. 

Thalaba stood mute a winlOy 

And wondering at her words i 

^* Cold i Lady !" then he said ; *^ I have travelled long' 

^ In this cokl wilderness, 

« Till life is aUnost spent !'» 

11. 

Laila. 
Art thou a Man, then ? 
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THAX.ABA. 

Hay • • I did not MA 

Sorrow and toil coidd so lMi?e ritered me, 

Tliat I seem othcrwiso* 

Laila. 

And thou canst be warn 

Sometimes ? life-warm as I am ? 

Thalaba. 

Surely, Lady, 

As others are, I am^ to heat and cold 

Subject like all. You see a Trardler, 

Bound upon hard adventure, who requests 

Only to rest him here to«night, • • to-morrow 

He win pursue his way. 

Laila. 

Oh . . not to-morrow ! 

Not like a dream of joy, depart so soon ! 

And whither woukUt thou go ? for all around 

Is everlasting winter, ice, and snow. 

Deserts unpassable of endless frost. 

Thalaba. 

He who has led me here, will still sustain me 

Through cold and hunger. 



.'% 
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12. 
" Hunger >** Laila cried ; 
She clapt her lily hands. 
And whether from above, or from beloir^ 

It came, sight could not see, 
So suddenly the floor was spread with food. 

13. , 
Laila. 
Why dost thou watch with hesitating eyes 
The banquet ? 'tis for thee ! I bade it come« 

Thalaba. 

. Whence came it ? 

Laila. 

Matters it from whence it came ? 

My father sent it : when I call, he hears. 

Nay, . . thou hast fnbled with me !. and art like 

The forms that wait upon my solitude, 

Human to eye alone ; . • thy hunger would not 

, Question so idly else. 

Thalaba. 

I will not cat! 

It came by magic ! foo), to Uiink that aui>ht 
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But fraud and danger could await me here ! 
Let loose my cloak ! . • 

Laila. 

Begone then, insolent 1 

Why dost thou stand and gaze upon me thus ? 

Aye ! watch the featur well that threaten thee 

With fraud and danger ! in the wilderness 

' They shall avenge me^ . • in the hour of want^ 

Rise on thy view, and make thee feel 

How innocent I am : 

And this remembr^ cowardice and insult, 

With a more painfuT^sh'ame will burn thy cheek;) 

Than now heats mine in anger ! 

Thalaba. 

Mark me. Lady ! 

Many and restless are my enemies; 

My daily paths have. been beset with snaret 

Till I have learnt suspicion, bitter sufferings 

Teaching the needful vice. If I have wrong'di|fou, • , 

And that should be the face of innocence,. .' 
. I pray you pardon me ! In the name of God, • ^ 
And of his Prophet, I partake your food. 
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Laila* 

L0| now 1 thou wert afraid of sorcerj^ 

And yet bast said a charm ! 

Thalaba. 

A charm ^ 

Laila. 

And wherefore? • « 

In it nol delicate food ? • • . what mean thy words ? 

I hsve heard many spells, and many names. 

That rule the Genii and the Elements, 

But nev^-^^iese. 

Thalaba. 

How ! never heard the names 

Of God and of the Prophet i 

Laila. 

Never •« .nay, now. 

Again that troubled eye? ..thoa art a strange man. 

And wonderouB fearful • • • but I must not twice 

Be charged with fraud 1 if thou suspeeUpt stlil, 

Depart and leave me I 

Thalaba. 

And you do not know 

The Crod that made you i 
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Laila* 

Made me, man ! •• nay Father 

Made me. He made this dwellings and the grove^ 

And yonder fountain-fire ; and every morn 

He visits me, and takes the snow, and moulds 

Women and men^ like thee ; and breathes into them 

Motion, and life, and sense, . • but, to the touch. 

They are chilling eold ; and ever when night closes 

They melt away again, and leave me hera 

Alone and sad. Oh then how I rejoice 

When it is day, and my dear &ther comes 

And cheers me with kind words, and kinder looks I 

My dear, dear fiither !« • • Were it not for him, 

I am so weary of this loneliness, 

That I should wish I also were of snow, 

That I might melt away, and cease to be. 

ThAZ'AJBA. 

And have you always had your dwelling here, 
Amid this solitude of snow ? 

LAIIfA* 

I think SO. 

I can remember, with unsteady feet 

Tottering fiom room to room, and finding pleasure 
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In flowers, and toys^ and sweetmeats, things which long 

Have lost their power to please ; which^when I see theni) 

Kaise only now a melancholy wish, 

I were the little trifler once again 

Who could be pleased so lightly ! 

ThAIiABA. 

Then you know not 

Your father's art ? 

Laila* 

No. I besought him once 

To give me power like his, that where he weni 

' I might go with him : but he shook his head» 

And said, it was a power too dearly bought. 

And kiss'd me with the tendernesd of tears. 

Thalaba. 

And wherefore haUi he hidden you thus far 

From all the ways of humankind f 

Laila. 

'Twas fear. 

Fatherly fear and love. He read the stan. 

And saw a danger hi my destiny, 

And therefore placed me here amid the snowiji 

And laid a spell that never humane eye. 
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If foot of man by chance should reach the depth 

Of this wide waste, shall see one trace of grove^ 

Garden, or dwelling-place, or yonder fire> 

That thaws and mitigates the frozen sky. . 

And, more than this, even if the enemy 

Should come, I have a guardian. here^ 

Thalaba. 

A guardian ? 

Laila. 

^Twas well, that when my sight unclos'd upon thee^ 

There was no dark suspicion in thy face. 

Else I had called his succour ! wilt thou see him i 

But, if a woman can have terri6ed thee^ 

How wilt thou bear his unrelaxing brow, 

And lifted lightnings ? 

Thalaba. ' 

Lead me to him, Lady ! 

14. 

She took him by the hand. 

And through the porch they past. 

Over the garden and the grove. 

The fountain-streams of fibre 
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Poured a broad light like noon; 

A broad unnatural light. 

Which made the rose't blush of beauty pde. 

And dimm'd the rich geranium's scarlet blaze* 

The various verdure of the grove 

Now wore one undistinguishable %xef^ 

Checquered with blacker shade. 

Suddenly Laila stopt, 

'< I do not think thou art the enemy,'' 

She said, ^ but he will know ! 

^ If thou hast meditated wtong, 

<* Stranger, depart in time. • . 

<* I would not lead thee to thy death.^ 

15b 

The glance of Laila's eye 

Tum'd anxiously toward the Arabian youth. 

'^ So let him pierce my heart/' cried Thalaba, 

<< If it hide thought to harm you !'' 

Laila. 

•Tis a figure, 

Almost I fear to look at ! . . yet come on* 

'Twill ease me of a heaviness that seema 
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To siBk my heart ; and thou majr'at dwell here then 

la sa&ty ; . .for thou shalt not go to-morrow^ 

Nor on the aiter, nor the after d^^ 

Nor ever i It was only solitude 

Which made my misery herei • • 

Aiul now, that I can see a human &ce> 

And hear a human voices , • 

Ob no i thou wilt not leave me ! 

Thai^aba. 

Alasy I must not rest ! 

The star that ruled at my natifky. 

Shone with a strange and blasting influence^ 

O gentle Lady ! I should draw upon you* 

A killing cinrsel 

LAII.A, 

But I will ask my father 

To save you from all danger^ and you know not 

The wonders he can work; and when I ask^ 

It is not in his power to say me nay. 

Perhaps tbou knowest the happiness it is 

To have a tender &ther ? 

Thalaba. 

He was Qne» 



Whom, like a loathsome leper, I have tainted - 
With my contagious destiny. At evening ^^ 
He kissM me as he wont* and laid his handg 

Upon my head, and blest me ere I slept. 

His dying groan awoke me, for the Murderer 

Had stolen upon our sleep ! • . • For me was meant 

The midnight blow of death ; my father died ; 

The brother play-mates of my infancy. 

The baby at the breast, they perished all, . ; 

All in that dreadful hour ! . • • but I was sav'd 

. To remember and revenge. - 

< 

16. 
She answered not, for now. 
Emerging from the o'er-arch'd avenue. 
The finger of her uprais'd hand 
Mark'd where the Guardian of the garden stood* 
It was a brazen Image, every limb 
And swelling vein and muscle, true to life : 
The left knee bending on, • 
The other straight, firm planted, and his band 
Lifted on high to hurl 
The lightning that it grasp'd. 
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17. 

When Thalaba approach'd, 

The charmed image knew Hodeirah's 80ii| 

And hurrd the lightning at the dreaded foe. 

The Ring ! the saviour Ring ! 

Full in his face the lightning-bolt was driven^ 

The scattered fire recoil'd. 

Like the flowing of a summer gale he felt 

Its inefiectual force. 

His countenance was not changed, 

Not a hair of his head was singed. 

18. 

He started, and his glance 

Turn'd angrily upon the Maid. 

The sight disarmed suspicion ; . . breathless, pale, 

Agabst a tree she stood ; 

Her wan lips quivering, and her eye 

Uprais'd, in silent supplicating fear. 

]9. 

She started with a scream of joy. 

Seeing her father there, 

VOL. II* I 
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And ran and threw her arms around his neck, 

** Save me !" she oied, ** the Enemy is come ! 

*' Save me ! save me ! Okbal'' 

** Okba V repeats the youth. 

For never since that hour, 

When in the Tent ike Sjpitsit told his name. 

Had Thalid>a let slip 

The memory of his Father's murderer; 

« Okba !'' . • and in his hand 

He graspt an arrow-shaft. 

And he rush'd tm to strike him. 

?!• 
<< Son of Hodeirah !'* the Old Man replied, 

^' My hour is not yet came" 

And putting forth his hand 

Oently he repeU'd the Youth. 

** My hour is not yet come ! 

^* But thou may'st shed this innocent Maiden's bidbd, 

** That vengeance God allows thee !" 
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22. 
Around her Father's neck 

Still Laila's hands were dasp'd. 

• 

Her face was ti^rn'd to Thalaba, 

A broad ligjbtt 4q^^ o'er its marble paleness. 

As the wind m^y*d the fountain fire. 

Her large dilated lej^e, iu: horror rais'd, 

Watdi'd levery look and movement of the youth. 

« STot uponh^/^ said he, 

<< Not upon l^etf -Hodeisah^s blood cries out 

** For vengeance !'' and again his lifted arm 

Threaten'd;the Sorcerer; 

Again withheld, it ftit 

The harrier that ho human strength could burst. 

^< Thou dost not ^m the blow more eagerly,'' 

Okba replied, ^ than I would rush to meet it ! 

<* But that were poor revenge. 

" O Thalaba, thy God 

'^ Wj^eaks on the innocent head 

<< His vengeance ; • • I must suffer in my child ! 



X. 196 

^< Why dost thou pause to strike thy victim ? All 
*' Permits, commands the deed." 

*< Liar !»» quoth Thalaba. 
And Laila's wondering eye 
hookei up, all anguish^ to her father's face* 
** By Allah and the Prophet,'* he replied, 
*^ I speak the words of truth. 
^< Misery, misery, 
*^ That I must beg mine enemy to speed 
, *^ The inevitable vengeance now so near ! 
** I read it in her horoscope, 
*^ Her birth-star wam'd me of Hodeirah's race. 
** I laid a spell, and call'd a Spirit up, 
^ He answered, one must die, 
*< Laila or Thalaba. • * 
^' Accursed Spirit ! even in truth 
** Giving a lying hope ! 
** Last, I ascended the seventh Heaven, 
*' And, on the everlasting Table there, 
^^ In characters of light, 
** I read her written doom. 
10 
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** The years that it has gnawn me ! and ^e load 

** Of sin that it has laid upon my soul ! 

'* Curse on this hand, that in the only hour 

** The favouring stars allowed, 

** Reek'd with other blood than thine. 

** Still dost thou stand and gaze incredulous ? 

** Young man, be merciful, and keep her not 

" Longer in agony I** 

25. 

Thalaba's unbelieving frown 

Scowl'd on the Sorcerer, 

When in the air the rush of wings was heard^ 

And Azrael stood among them. 

In equal terror, at the sight. 

The Enchanter, the Destroyer stood^ 

And Lailay the victim maid* 

26. 

'< Son of Hodeirah !" said the Angel of Death, 

<* The accursed &bles not. 

^ When, from the Eternal Hand, I took 

** The yearly scroll of fiitey 



' *f Her name wttrwrM^ lMre>«» . 

'* Her leaf hatb irithered^dnr the'Trac 6f Lift. 

<< Thi» is llie hoii#^ afcid firom % han^ 
** Commisdon'd ta receive the MiSSi I come." 

'< Heiur me, O Aiigeir'^TtaariM replied; 

<' To Si69ig0: 10^ fMber'4 death, 

<* To work the will of Heaven, 

<< To rootjfrom earth the accursed sorcerer race, 

** I have'dsred dan^ undilttMi^'d, 

<< I have tost all n^y aeidf hdd dear, 

c «< I «n CQt off from all the ties idf life^ 

<< Unmurttittrhigi,' Foi^ whate'eri^wikiti^ me still, 

** PurJBOfaig to die end'th^ eistetprize, 

<<■ Peril or pain, I bear a l^eaAjr tfesfrt. 

** But sti^e tMs Maid ! this innocent ! • • . 

** Angel, I dare not do it.'* 

'* Remember,'* answ^i^ Azrael, ^* all thou say'st 

^' Is written down for judgment ! every word 
'< In the balance of thy trial must be weighed !" 



^ So belt 1" Mud the YotHii, 

'* He who can read the secrets of the hearty 

<< Will judge wiA righteousness ! 

<< Tin 11 tto Ailibtfi!d'{Mi^ 

** The voice of God witiifaijaanf cttinot lie* • • 

<< I wM not JMTiB tke InmN^ent/' 

90. 

He stfc^ rndtfiNnDFjadbsQive) v . 
As though it wtete Oh Vdiee of ifight^ 
The Btartfinj^aniBwar Game. '. 
<^ Scm of Hoddrtii, tfaii^ agaml 
** One npost depart froni' henoe^ 
** Laila, or ThaUbit^; 
<' She diciB for tfaeeip o^ tboa Arheif 

<< It mutt be^e «ir 1% I 
<< Sote of Hoddsahy weigh it welf, 
** While yet the choice is thine i^' 

He hesitsftitt liot^ 
But, looking upward, qpread hi^ hands to Heavei^ 
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Oneiza, in thy bower of Paradise, 
^* Receive me, still unstained I" 

S2. 
'< What !" exclaimed Okba, <' daiest thou disobej, 

*^ Abandoning all claim 
"To Allah's longer aid ?»' 



S3. 

The eager exultation of his speech 

Earthward recalled the thoughts of Thalaba* 

And dost thou triumph. Murderer ? dost thou deeiQ 

*' Because I perish, that the unsleeping lids 

" Of Justice shall be closed upon thy crime ? 

<* Poor, miserable man ! that thou canst live 

<' With such beast-blindness in the present joy, 

'< When o'er thy head the sword of God 

f^ Hangs for the certain stroke !" 



« 



34. 

** Servant of Allah, thou hast disobey'dt 

" God hath abandon'd thee, 

** This hour is mine !" cried Okbay 
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And shook his daughter off, 

And drew the dagger from his rest. 

And aim'd the deadly blow. 

35. 
All was accomplished. Laila rush'd between 

To save the saviour Youth. 

She met the blow, and sunk into his arms, 

And Azrael, from the hands of Thalabat 

Received her parting soul. 
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Nofaithfid crowded round her bi«r.<— "P* 178* 

When any person is to be baried, it is usual to bring 
ibe corpse at mid-day, or afternoon prayers, to one or 
titber of these Mosques, from wbeiice it is accompanied 
by the greatest part of the cdngregation to the gmyt. 
Tliftr processions, at these times, are not so slow and so- 
lemn as in most parts of Christendom $ for the whole 
company make what haste they can, singing, as they go 
along, some select verses of their Koran. That absol^ 
submission which they pay to the i?ill of God, allows 
them not to use any consolatory words upon these occa- 
sions ; no loss or misfortune is to be hereupon regretted or 
complained of 4 instead likewise of such expressions of 
swrow and condolence, as may regard the deceased, the 
compliments turn upon the person who is the nearest con- 
cerned, a blessing (say his friends) be upon your head. 

Shaw* 
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All Mahometans inter the dead at the hour set apart 
for prayer ; the defonct is not kept in the hoose, except 
he expires after sunset ; but the body is transported to 
the Mosqoe, whither it is carried by those iKrho are going 
to prayer ; each, from a spirit of devotion, u desirous to 
carry in his turn. Women regularly go on Friday to 
weep over, and pray at the sepulchres of the dead, whose 
memory they hold dear. — Chenier, 

This custom of crowding about a funeral contributes 
to spread the plague in Turkey. It is not many years 
since, in some parts of Worcestershire, the mourners were 
accustomed to koeel with their heads upon the cotBn du- 
ring the burial service. 

The fullest account of a Mohammedan funeral is in the 
Lettres sur fa Grece, of M. Guys. Chance made him the 
spectator of a ceremony which the Moslem will not suffer 
an infidel to profane by his presence. 

: About ten in the morning, I saw the grave-digger at 
work i the slaves and the women of the family were seat^ 
ed in the burial-ground, many other women arrived, and 
then they all began to lament. After this prelude, they, 
one after, the other, embraced one of the little pillars 
which are placed upon the graves, crying out, Ogloum^ 
0gloumi Sana Mussaphir gueldif My Son, my Son, a guest 
is coming to see thee. At these words, their tears and 
sobs began anew ; but the storm did not continue long ; 
they all seated themselves, and entered into conversation* 

At noon I heard a confused noise, and^ries of lamen- 
tation ; it was the funeral which arrived. A Turk pre- 
ceded it, bearing upon his head a smalPchest $ four other 
Turks carried the bier upon their shoulders, then came 



X. 205 

the lather, the relations, and the friends of tlie dead, id 
great numbers. Their cries ceased at the entrance of the 
borial ground, bnt then they quarrelled — and for this : 
The man who bore the chest opened it, it was filled with 
copies of the Koran : a crowd of Turks, young and old> 
threw themselves upon the books, and scrambled for 
them. Those who succeeded, ranged themselves around 
the Imaa, and all at once began to recite the Koran, al- 
most as boys say their lesson. Each of the readers re- 
ceived ten parats, about fifteen solsj wrapt in paper. It 
was then for these fifteen pence, that these pious assist- 
ants had quarrelled, and in our own country you might 
have seen them fight for less. 

The bier was placed by the grave, in which thegraTe- 
digger was still working, and perfumes were burnt by it. 
After the reading of the Koran, the Iman chanted some 
Arabic prayers, and his full chant would, no doubt, have 
appeared to you, as it did to me, very ridiculous* All 
the Turks were standing; they held their hands open over 
the grave, and answered Amen, to all the prayers which 
the Iman addressed to God for the deceased. 

The prayers finished, a large chest was brought, about 
six feet long, and three broad; its boards were very 
thick. The coffin is usually made of cypress ; thus, lite* 
rally, is verified the phrase of Horace, that the cypress if 
our la^t possession : 

Neque harum, quas colis, arborum^ 
Te, pfSBter invisas cupressus, 
Ulla brevem dominum sequetur* 
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The cemeteries of the Torks are imsUj plasM wttk 
tliese trees, to which they baTc a rellgiow atlHchiseat 
The chest, which was In loose pieces, haring keen pliM«l 
in the graTe, the coffin was laid in it; and abo?e^ pkMfci, 
with other pieces of wood. Then all tho Tnrk^ taktaig 
spades, cast earth upon the graTO to corer it; This if- a 
part of the ceremony at which all the bystaaden assisted 
la their tnm. 

Before the corpse is buried it is carried to tht MoSqM. 
Then, after hahriog recited the Fatka^ .(a prayer very sl- 
milar to our Lord's prayer, which is repeated by aH pre- 
sent) the Inian asks the congregation, what tliey hav^ to 
testify concerning the life and morals of the d ec eas e d ? 
Bach then^ is his torn, relates those good actions ^ith 
Which he was acquainted. The body is then wailied, 
and wrapped vp like a mommy, so that it cannot be seen. 
Drugs and spices are placed in the bier with it, aiftd It is 
etfrried to intermentr Before it is' lowered fiato the 
graTC, the Iman commands silence, naying^ ^ date yomr 
lamentations fat a moment, and let me instract this 3f oe- 
lem how to act, when he arrives in the other worM.'* 
Then, in the ear of the corpse, he dii^ts him how to an- 
swer the £vit Spirit, wiio will not fall to' ^[ttestioa him 
4vspecting his religion, &c. This kssomflnislied, be re- 
peats the Fatkay with all the assistaofsv and the body is 
let down into the grave. After they have thrown earth 
three times upon the grave^ as the Romans used, they re- 
tire. The Iman onlv remahn^ he approaches the grave, 
stoops down, inclines his ear^ and listens to hear if the 
dead disputes when the Angel of Death comes to take 
him : then he bids him farewell i and in order to be well 
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f&iiy Ae^er faili fo' r^poti to the famfly tbe best neWs of 
tife dead. ' 

As sOoii as iM ceremony of iotermeot is concluded, the 
Inumni, seated with his It^gd bent ander h\s thighs; repeats 
Sffaort prayer } he thencallff tbe deieeased three times by 
his nanjie, meMitehiy ateo that «/f his mother, bat without 
tM smaHf^t aUnriMT to th»t of hW fhther. What will be 
considered an Inilofieiy more extraiordinary is, that shohid 
tikf TmaMM be igaoratft^f the namO of the mother, it is 
Mat for'bim io sub^itote Aiat of Mary, io honour of the 
YirglDj protld<$d the deceased' he a male, imd that of Eve, 
fo casef fhli <IMeai«d b(f » female,- itfhOnOnr of tUl^ com- 
mon njothe^ Of mankind. ' Thil9 costOtik is so iftvariabM, 
thateren'at the hfterment of the ffaltai^s, it i& ikot ne^ect- 
<<d ; tiie l^matfrncalKng ovtit)h Mustaphaih I Son of Mary-I 
Mr, 6h FatfmiAi 1^ ]>adghter of Eve! 

• lm\iiedfaitely alterwa^As, he rep^sats^ prayer, caTM 
rell^V1irhieilf^c!0li«titf of thO following words: ** R^ 
lAiMMfeFtlie UOfaieiit of thy teav4og the world, in ibakitog 
tUf^reiMBlbif of. faith. €erttriitly there h no God bbl 
God. He is one, and tliore Iv ao astfociatloB in Him. 
HSiftataly Hf olammed U the prophet of God^ Xeftainly 
PMldte is real. ' Certainly the resurrectiob is real, ft H 
MlS^Mible* . certainly God will bring to life the dead, 
iill ttlake tlilem lehive their graves* Certainly thou haA 
fl^kflO^edgM' God for thy God ; Islamlsmfbr thy t^l* 
IJtOtf ; Mohammed for f by proph'et ;• the* Koran for thy 
|iffest J the sanctuary of Mecca for thy Kibla ; and the 
Adthfta for thy brethren. God is my God i there Is no 
Other God but he. He Is the master of the august aind sa- 
ered ihrone of Heaven* O Mmtaphah I (or any other 
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name) say that God is thy God (which the Imaum repeats 
thrice.) Say there is do other God bat God. (also .re^ 
peated thrice.) Say that Mohammed, is the prphet of 
God ; that thy religion is Islam, and that thy prophet ii 
Mohammed, upon whom be the blessing of salvatiofa^ and 
the mercy of the Lord. O God, do not abandon us." . Afr 
ter this «jaculation, the ceremony is concluded by a chap- 
ter of the Koran, and the party returns .home. 

As soon as the grave was filled up, eacfa/riend planted 
a sprig of cypress on the right, and another on the left 
hand of the deceased, and then toolL his leave. This was 
to ascertain by their growth, whether the deceased would 
enjoy the happiness promised by Mahommed to all true 
believers, or whether he would for ever be denied ^f 
bliss of the Houris. The former would occur should the 
sprigs on the right hand take root, and the latter would be 
ascertained if the left only should flourish. If both suc- 
ceeded, be would be greatly favoured in the next world $ 
or, if both failed, he would be tormented by black aogeb^ 
until, through the mediation of the prophet, he should be 

rescued from their persecutions. 

. The graves are not dug deep, but separated from each 
other carefully) that two bodies may not be placed to? 
gether. The earth is raised, to prevent an unhallowed 
foot from treading upon it; and, instead of a plain fla^ 
stone being placed over it, one which is perforated in the 
centre. is most commonly used, to allow of cypress trees,^ 
or odoriferous, herbs, being planted immediately over the 
corpse. Occasionally a square stone, hollowed out, an4 
without a cover, is preferred i which, being filled wltlv 
mould, the trees or herbs are cultivated in it, — Griffitht*, 
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No column raised by the way side^ j-c.<«P. 178* 

. Tbe Turks bury not at all within the walls of the citjr^ 
bat tbe great Turkish £mperors themselves, with their 
wives and children about them, and some few other of 
their great Bassaes, and those only in cliapels by them* 
selves^ built for that purpose. All tbe rest of the Turks 
are buried in the fields; some of the better sort, in tombs 
of marble ; but the rest^ with tomb-stones laid upon 
them, or with two great stones, one set up at tbe head, 
and the other at the feet of every grave $ the greatest part 
of them being of white marble, brought from the Isle of 
Marmora. 

. They will not bury any man where another hath been 
buried, accounting it impiety to dig up another man's 
bones : by reason whereof, they cover all the best ground 
about the city with such great white stones ; which, for 
the Infinite number of them, are thought sufficient to make 
another wall about the city, -^KnoUea, 
. Tbe Turks bury by the way-side, believing that the 
passengers will pray for the souls of the dead. — Tavemier, 

His eyes are aching with ths moio.— P. 179. 

All that day we travelled over plains all covered with 
snoW| as the day before i and indeed it is not only trouble* 
some, but very dangerous, to travel through these deep 
snows. The mischief is, that the beams of the sun, which 
lie all day long upM it, molest the eyes and face with 
such a scorching heat, as very much weakens the sight, 
whatever remedy a loan can apply» by wearing, as the 
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fieople of the country do, a thin handkerchief of green or 
hlack silk, which no way abate* the annoyance; 

When they have to traTel many days through a coaiH 
try covered with snow, travellers^ to preserve their sighty 
cover the face with a silk kerchief^ made on pwrpoutf 
like a sort of black crape. Others have large finrred 
bonnets, bordered with goat skin, and the loag goait-4ialf 
hanging over the face, is as servideable as the crsi^.- 

An Abyssinian historian says^ that the village, t$MiA 
Zinzeoam^ rain upon ralUf has Its name frenran^xtraor' 
dinary circomstance that once happened in these pairii t 
for a shower of rain felly which was not properly of the 
nature of rain, as it did not ran apon the groond, but fe« 
mained very light, having scarce the weight of feathef^ 
of a beaatifol white colour, like flour ; it fell in showers^ 
and occasioned a darkness in the akr more than irain^ aiii 
liker to mist. It covered the face of the whole ewototry 
for several days, retaining its whiteness the whole thne, 
then went away like dew, without leaving any smelly or 
unwholesome effect behind it. — J3ruc«. 

So the Dutch were formerly expelled from an East In- 
dian settlement, because their ConiMi, in natftatttg tw the 
Prince of the ^untry tlie wonders 6f Buf ople^ eli^kMiM 
to say, that in his own country, water betame-a wild hwdy 
once a-year, foY some time ; when n|pn, or eveo Imvmi^ 
might pass over it without sinkyiiP The Priaee^ iir a 
rage, said, that he ^d hitherto listed to hik tales with 
patience, but this was so palpable a lie, that he Woiild 
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■ever more be^ competed with EoropetiBSy who only eoiM 
assert snch moiMtroiis fiiisehoods* 

Ub ht9tf4y nfund'tpreadmg Prancli$tg when theyfeitf 4[ed 
. . P. 180. 

A strange aeeomiljof the cMwv of LelMiKMi is gWeif by 
Se la Rpqae. Fisyi^tf dt Syrie et Ak Jtfdjit lAhaa^ 1729. 

<< 1Uti» little forest is eom^osed of twenty cedars, of a 
prodigious sine ; so large indeed, that the iaest planes, 
syeanoici^ aod other laige t^ees which we had seen, 
coald'BOt be comj^ared with them. Besides tikestf prin- 
cipal cedars, there were a great nuinber of lesser on^, 
aad some very small, mingled with the lafge trees, or fak 
little clamps near theou They differed not In their 
folhige^ wiricb resemMos the janiper,aifd iiP^riMihrotagh- 
oot lie year i bill the great cedars spfead at th^lr smn* 
asit, and fotm a perfect ronnd, wliercMS the Amall oneiB 
rin In a^pyramidal form like the cyf^#ess» Both diffhse 
tisfc sanse pfeiisant odour « the large on^s only yit^d frsit, 
a lai^^e eone,- in shape almost like tluet of the pM; but of 
a.faBOwner. colour,' and compactor sh^l.' < It gtv^ a ireiry 
pleasant odoar> and contains' a' sort of thick and transpa- 
icnt baim,'Wbieh oove»oat thrown small apertures^ and 
Iklls drop by drop.^ This firait, which It Is diffi colt to se- 
parate from the stalk, contains a nut like that of tlb^ cy- 
pMH I H grows at the end of tho boughs, and turns its 
pofcit opwardi* J| y- 

The nature of un ittt H not to eletate its trunk, or the 
part betweien f te' ^oot and the lli<st branches ; for the 
largest cedars wldcb we saw, did not, in the height of 
their tmnks, exceed six or seven feet. From this low. 
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bat eaonDovsly thick body« prodigioos branelies riae^ 
tpremdiiii^ as they rise, and forming, by the disposition of 
tbeir boogfas and leaves, which point upward, a sort of 
wheel, which appears to be the work of art. The bari^ 
of the cedar, except at the tnink, b smooth and shining^ 
of a brown colour. Its wood white and sofi, immediately 
Oder the bark, bat hard and red within,, and ^ery bitter, 
.which renders it Incormptibie, and almost immortal. A 
fragrant gam issaes from the tree* 

The largest cedar which we measured, was seven feet 
in circumference, wanting two inches $ and tlie whole ez« 
tent of its branches, which it was easy to measure, from, 
their perfect roundness, formed a circumference of about 
180 feet 

The Patriarch of the Maronites, fully persuaded of the 
rarity of these trees, and wishing, by the. preservation of 
those that remain, to shew his respect for a. forest so ce- 
lebrated in Scripture, has pronounced canonical paios, 
and even excomnmnication, against any Christians who 
shall dare to cut them $ scarcely will he permit a little 
to be sometimes taken for crucifixes and little tabeiaa*-' 
cles in the chapels of our missionaries* 

The Maronites themselves have such a veneration for 
these cedars, that on the day of trapsfiguratioo, they ce« 
lebrate the festival under them with great solemnity ; the 
Patriarch officiates, and says mass pootificallyi and^ 
among other exercises of devotion, th|| particularly ho- 
nour the V irgin Alary there, and siqg h^ praises, because 
she is compared to the cedars of Lebanpn, and Lebaooa 
itself used as a metaphor for the mother of Christ. 
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The Maronites say, that the soows have no sooner be* 
gun to fall, than these cedars, whose boughs in their ioll- 
oite number, are all so equal in height, (hat they appear 
to have been shorn, and form, as we have said, a sort of 
wheel or parasol ; than these cedars, I say, never fail at 
that time to change their figure. The branches, which be- 
fore spread themselves, rite insensibly, gathering together, 
it may be said, and turn their points upward towards 
Heaven, forming altogether a pyramid. It is Nature, 
they say, who inspires this movement, and makes them 
aaame a new shape, without which these trees oerer 
couid sustain the immense weight of snow remaining for 
80 long a time. 

1 have procured more particular information of this 

fact, and it has been confirmed by the testimony of many 

-persons, who have often witnessed it. This is what the 

secretary of the Maronite Patriarch wrote to me in one 

of his letters, which I think it right to give in his own 

words* Cedri Libani quos plantavit Deut, ut Ptalmista 

loquitur y sitm sunt in planitie quAdam, aliquantulum infra 

aUiuitnum Montii'Libani cacumen, ubi tempore hyemali 

masima nivium quontitaa descendit, tribusque et ultra 

meniibus mordaciter dominatur- Cedri in altutn atcendunt 

exteniii tamen ramis in gyrum solo parallelis, conjicientibta 

sno gyro fere umbellam solarem, Sed supervenientenivef 

quia coacervaretur in magnd quantitate eos detuper, neque 

pMsenl pati tantum pondus tanto tempore premens^ sine cer^ 

to fractionis ditcrimine, Natura, rerum omnium provida 

mater 9 ipsis concessit^ ut adveniente hyeme et descendente 

nive, statim rami in altutn assurgantf et sscum invicem vnt* 

ti consiiiuttnt quan conum, ut melius sete ab adveniente 
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kotte tueantur, NmUitA enim ip$A verum ettf vhrtuUm fttcm- 
Ubet unitam simul reddfortiorem. 

The cedars of Lebanon, which, as the PsalmiBt sayti 
God himself planted, are situated in a little plain, som^ 
what below the loftiest summit of Mount Lebanon, where, 
tn the winter, a great quantity of snow falls, and ieonti* 
iiiiei for three months, or longer. The cedars are high, 
but their boughs spread out parallel with the grotnid into 
a circle, forming almost a shield against the sun. But 
when the snow falls, which would be heaped npoa tbem 
Ui so great a qntuitity, that they could not endure neh » 
weight so long a time, without the certain 'dagger of 
breaking ; Nature^ the provi dent mother of all« has eo* 
doed them with power» that when the winter comei, and, 
the snow descends, their bo ughs immediatelj rise, and, 
uniting together, farm a cone, that they may be the bet* 
ter defended from the coming enemy. Fokr ia^Natore it* 
self, it is true, that Yirtoe as it is united, becona stranger. 

Pasting in summer o*er the co^ee-grouei , 4^— P. 181* 

The coffee plant is about the size of the orange tree. 
The flower, in colour, size, and smell, resembles the white 
jessamine. The berry is first green, then red, in which 
ripe state it is gathered. 

01earius*8 description of coffee is «musing. ** They 
drink a certain black water, which they call cahwtt, 
made.of a fruit brought out of Egypt, and which is in ce* 
lour like ordinary wheat, and in taste like Turtcish wheat, 
and is of the bigness of a little bean. They fry, or rather 
burn it in an iron pan, without any liquor,- beat It to 
powder, and boiling it with fair water, they make this 
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ilriok thereof^ which hath as it were the taste of a barnt 
oinst, and is not pleasant to the palate." — Amb» Trmvelt»\ 
Pictra.^eila Valle liked it better^ and sa>s be sboald 
intrvdace it into Italy. If, said he, It were drank with 
wine instead of water, I should think it is the Nepenthe, 
wliieb,accordinxtoiifoBier, Helen brought from Egypt, 
Ibr it it certain tbatscoiree comes firom that country ; and 
■0 Hiape&tbe was.said to assuage trouble and disquietude, 
•9 does this serve tlie Turlu as an ordinary pastime, ma- 
kiQg them pasatj be ir hours in cooTer8ation,'and occaaion* 
img |4casaat dlacoufse, -which induces ISorgetfulness of 



Fatherbffear and love* He read the itan, 4^.r-P* 180. 

It is well known how jnuchthe Orientalists are addict- 
ed Ao thii pretended science. There is a curious instance 
of public foUy in Sir John Chardin*s Travels. " 

* ^^ Sepbie-Miiza was born: in the 3 ear of the Egire 
1067. For the superstition of the Persians wiH not let us 
know the month or the day. Their addiction to astro* 
logy M«ucb, that they cafefnUy conceal the moments of 
tiMir.priaees* birtl^ topreve&t the casting their nativities, 
where tiiey might meet perhaps with lomething which 
they should be laiwUiing to know^" • 

• At the coronation .of this prince, two astrologers wei« 
t0 be present, With an astrolabe in their hands, to take 
the fortunate honr» as .they term it, and observe the lucky 
moments that a happy constellation should point out for 

proceedings of that importance 

Sephie-Mirza having by debauchery materially iiyured 
liis health, the chief physician was greatly alarmed, ** In 
rega^ |it9 Ufe depended iupon the king*8, or if his life 
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were spared, yet he was sore to lose bis estate and his li- 
berty, as happens to all those who attend the Asiatic So^ 
yereigfe^y when they die under their care. The queen mo- 
ther too accused him of treason or ignorance, believing 
that since he was her son's physician, he was obliged to 
care him. This made the physician at his wits end, so 
that all his receipts failing him« he bethought himself of 
one that was peculiarly his own invention, and whfek 
few physicians would ever have found oat, as not being 
to be met with neither in Galen nor Hippocrates. What 
does he then do, but out of an extraordinary fetch of hli 
wit, he begins to lay the fault upon the stars and the 
king's astrologers, crying out, that they were altogether 
in the wrong. That if the king lay in a languishing con- 
dition, and could not recover his health, it was becaose 
they had failed to observe the happy hour, or the aspect 
of a fortunate constellation at the time of his coronation*" 
The stratagem succeeded, the king was recrowned,' and 
by the new name of Solyman ! — Chardin, 

It wot a brazen Jmage^ every limbf ^c,— P. lUiS. 

We have now to refute their error, who are persua- 
ded that brazen heads, made under certain constellations, 
may give answers, and be as it were guides and counsel* 
lors, upon all occasions, to those that had them in their 
possession. Among these is one Yepes, who affirms, that 
Henry de Villena made such a one at Madrid, broken to 
pieces afterwards by order of John II*, king of Castile. 
The same thing is affirmed by Bartholomew Sibillos, and 
the author of the Image of the World, of Virgil ; by Wil- 
liam of Malmsbury, of Sylvester ; by John Gower, of Ro- 
bert of Lincoln ; by the common people of England, of 



X. 2ir 

•f R^ger Baeon $ and by ToftatiiSy bishop of Avila, 
George of Veaice, Ddrio, Sibillos, Ragnsrus, DfUincre, 
and otkers, too many to mentioD, of Albertus MaipnQs; 
who, as the mofi expert, bad made an entire man of the 
•ane aietal, aad had tpeat thirty years witbont any loter* 
mptioo in forming him ander several aspects and constel* 
latioos. For example, be formed the eyes, aecording ta 
the said Tosiatas, in his Commentaries npon EzodoSy 
when the san was in a sign of the Zodiac, correspondeaC 
to that part, casting them oat of dhrers metals mixt to» 
gether, and marlied with tlie cluiracters of the same signs 
■ad planets, and their sereral aad necessary aspects. The 
lame method he observed in the bead, neck, shonldeiiy 
thighs, and legs, all which were foshioned at several 
tiaws, and being put and listened together in the form of 
m man, had the fecnlty to reveal to the said Albertns the 
folutlons af all bis principal difficnlties. To which they 
add (that nothing be last of the story of the statne,) that 
it was battered to pieces by St Tiiomas, merdy because 
he coald aot eadare its excess af prating. 

Bat, to give a more rational account of this Androides 
of AlliertBS, as also of all these miraculons beads, I con- 
ceive the original of this fable may well be dedaced from 
the Teraph of the Hebrews, by which, as Mr Selden af* 
irmSy many are of aplnion, that we mast understand what 
Is said in Genesis concerning Laban*s Gods, and in the 
first book of Kings eoncerniag the image which Mi* 
chol pat into the bed in David^s place. For JU Eleazav 
holds, that it was made of the bead of a male child, the 
first-bom, and that dead-bom, ander whose tongoe they 
applied a lamen of gold, whereon were engraved the 
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characters and inscriptions of certain planets, whicb the 
Jews saperstitiously wandered op and down with, instead 
of the Urim and Tbummim, or the £phod of the higli* 
priest. And that this original is true and well deduced, 
there is a manifest indicium, in that Henry D*As6ia« and 
Bartbolomaeus Sibillus afiirm, that the Androides of Al- 
bertot^ and the bead made by Virgil, were composed of 
flesh and bone, yet not by nature, but by art* But this 
being judged impossible by modern authors, and the ver- 
tue of images, annulets, and planetary Sigills, being ia 
great reputation, men have thought ever since, (taking 
their opinion from Trismegistus affirming in his Ascle- 
pion, that of the gods, some were made by the Sovereigo 
God, and others by men, who, by some art, bad the 
power to unite the invisible spiHts. to things visible and 
corporeal, as is explained at. large by St Augustine) that 
such figures were made of copper or some other metal, 
whereon men had wrought undeiisome favourable aspects 
of Heaven and the planets. . / 

My design is not absolutely to deny that be might com* 
pose some head or statue of man, like that of Memnon, 
from which proceeded a small sound and pleasant noise, 
when the rising sun came by his heat to rarify and force 
out, by certain small conduits, the air which, in the cold 
of the night, was condensed within it. Or haply, they 
might be like those statues of Boetius^ whereof Cassiodo- 
rus speaking, said, Met alia mugiunt Diomedis in tere gruet 
buccinantf tsneus anguis insibilat^ aves timulata Jritinni* 
lint, tt quce prcpriam vocem nesciuntg «& itradulcedinem pro* 
tantur emittere cantiUnof ; for such I doubt not but may 
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be made by the help of that part of natural magic wbf cli 
depends on the mathematics. — Davies*t History of Magic f 

And on the everlaiting Table there^ j-c* — P. 188. 

This table is suspended In the Seventh Heaven, and 
guarded from the Demons lest they should change or cor- 
rupt any thing thereon. Its length Is so great as is the 
•pace between Heaven and earth, its breadth equal to the 
distance from the east to the west, and it is made of one 
pearl. The divine pen was created by the finger of God ; 
that also is of pearls, and of such length and breadth^ 
that a swift horse could scarcely gallop round it in five 
handred years. It is so endowed, that self-moved it 
writes all things, past, present, and to come* Light is its 
inky and the language which it uses, only the Angel Sera- 
{ihael understands. — Maracci, 

The yearly tcroU offate^ jc. — P. 197. 

TKey celebrate the night Leileth-nl-beracth, on the 
16th of the month of Schabann, with great apprehension 
and terror, because they consider it as the tremendous 
flight on which the angels Kirameon-keatibinn, placed on 
«ach side of mankind, to write down their good and bad 
actions^ deliver up their books, and receive fresh ones 
for the continuance of the same employment. It is be- 
lieved also, that on that night, the archangel Azrail, the 
angel of death, gives up also his records, and receives an* 
other book, in which are written the names of all those 
destined to die in the following year.-^D'OAMon. 

Bet leitfhath withered on the Tree of Life,— 19S. 
Uerci in the Fourth Ueaveo, I beheld a most prodlgU 
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•US ugely of A adalraUe presence and aflpect, U mkmt 
svAil coaotcMiice there appeared aeitber mirtli aar aor* 
rowy but an ondescribable mixture of both. He neither 
tmiled in my ftiee, nor did be, indeed, scarce tarn Ills ejes 
tawards me to look apaa roe, as all tbe rest did, yet be 
reteracd my salatatioa after a ipery coarteaaa oUiginf 
■Nwaer, and said, '* Welcoaie to these maoslonS| O Ma* 
iMmet i thou art the person wham the Almighty hatlhca* 
dawed with all tbe anitcd perfections of aatare i aad 
apon whom he, of his immense § oodaess, hath beeo plea- 
ted to bestow the utmost of bis diviae graces.** 

There stood before bim a most beautiAil taUe, aC a 
mst magnitude aad extent, writtea all over, aknast firom 
the top to the bottom, in a very close, and scarce distia-' 
gnisbable character, upon which written table his ayes 
were continually fixed ; and so exceedingly Inteat he was 
upon that his occupation, that, though I stood stedfastly 
observing bis countenance, I could not perceive his eye* 
lids once to move. Casting my eyes towards the left side 
ef him, I beheld a prodigious large shady tree, the leafes 
whereof were as innumerable as the sands of the occ^ 
and Bpoa every one of which were certain cbaracien la» 
•cribed. Being extremely desirous of knowing the se- 
cret of this wonderfal mystery, I enqaired of Gabriel the 
meaning of what 1 was examiaiag with my eyes with so 
anxious a curiosity. The obligiag aagel, la satisfy my 
longiog, said, That person, coaceraing whom thoa art so 
very inqultitive. Is the redoubtable iisarasi, the Angel of 
Death, who was never yet known either to laugh, sulle, 
or be merry ; for, depend upon it, my beloved Mahomet, 
had he been capable of smiling, or looking pleasant upon 
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may cieatire ia nataref It woold aworedly have beea apon 
tlwa idooe. This ^able, apoa which thdu beholdeit hioi 
ao attentively lixiog bit loofct, is called Et Ltugh El Uth 
hofoudy and Is the register upon which are eograyea the 
oaaies of every iodivldaal soul breathlag ; aad, aotwltb- 
ataodiog the Inspection of that register taketh up the 
greatest pari of his time, 3ret he more particalarly lookr 
«ih it all over five timet a-day, which are at those voi7 
aame instants wherein the tme believers are obliged to 
offer ap their adorations to oar Omnipotent Lord. TlM 
means whereby be noderstandeth when the thread of 
«ach individual life Is ran oat and ezplred> is to look 
upon the branches of that vast tree tboa there beholdMt, 
apoa the leaves whereof are written the names of wX\ moiw 
4al«» every ooe having his pecnliar leafi tbere» forty days 
before the time of aay person's life is expired, his retpec* 
ttvo leaf beginning to fade, wither, and gfbw dry, and tiit 
letters of his aame to disappear; at the end of the foiv 
tieth day they are quite blotted oat, and the leaf falleth 
to the ground, by which Jiurael certainly koowetb that 
the breath of its owner is ready to leave the body, aad 
iHMteaeth away to take posnession of the departing sool* 
The size or stature of this formidable angel was so im 
aOBiprehensibly stopendost, so unmeasarably ^reat, that 
if this earthly globe of oars, with all that is tberfon coa^ 
tained, were to be placed in the palm of hid baod^ it 
would seem no more than one single grain of mastard-tced 
(though the smallest of all seeds) would do, if laid upoo 
tile surface of the earth. — Rabudan, 

Ja tU hmlaHC9 of thy trial musi be weighed /-—P. 198* 
The balance of the dead is an article in almost every 
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'creed. Mabommed borrowed it from the Persians. I 
know not from whence the Monies introdaced it ; proba- 
bly they were ignorant enough to have invented the ob* 
^▼ioas fictioot 

In the Vision of Thurcillos, the ceremony is accorately 
described. " At the end of the north wall, within the 
chnrchy sate St Panl, and opposite him, without, was the 
devil and his angels* At the feet of the devil, a burning 
pit flamed op, which was the mouth of the pit of hell. A 
balance, equally poised, was fixed upon the wall, between 
the devil and the apostle, one scale hanging before each* 
The apostle had two weights, a greater and a less, all 
shining, and like gold, and the devil also had two smoky 
and black ones. Therefore, the souls that were all black, 
came one after another, with great fear and trembling, 
to behold the weighing of their good and evil works; 
for these weights weighed the works of all the souls, ac* 
cording to the good or evil which they had done. When 
the scale inclined to the apostle, he took the soul, and 
introduced it through the eastern gate, into the fire of 
Pui|;atory, that there it might expiate its crimes. Bat 
when the scale inclined and sunk towards the devil, then 
he and his angels snatched the soul, miserably howling 
and cursing the father and mother that begot it to eternal 
torments, and cast it with laughter and grinning into the 
deep and fiery pit which was at the feet of the devil. Of 
this balance of good and evil, much may be found In the 
writings of the Holy Fathers." — Matthew ParU. 

'' Concerning the salvation of Charlemagne, archhU 
shop Turpin, a man of holy life, wrote thus : ** I, Tur- 
pin, archbishop of ftheims, being in my chamber, in tk« 
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€i(y of VieoDa, saying my prayen, saw a legion of deTi]i( 
ID the air, who were making a great noise. I adjured 
one of them to tell me from whence they came, and 
wherefore they made so great an uproar. And he re- 
plied that they came from Aiz la Chapelle, where a great 
lord had died, and that they were returning in anger, be* 
cause they had not been able to carry away his soul. I 
asked him who the great lord was, and why they bad not 
been able to carry away his soul ? He replied, That it 
was Charlemagne^ and that Santiago had been greatly 
against them. And I asked him how Santiago had been 
against them ? and he replied, We were weighing the 
good and the evil which he had done in this world, and 
Santiago brought so much timber, and so many stones 
from the churches which he had founded in his name, 
that they greatly over-balanced all his evil works ; and 
so we had no power over his soul. And having said this« 
the devil disappeared*" 

We must understand from this vision of Archbishop 
Tnrpio, that they who build or repair churches in thit 
world, erect resting places and inns for their salvation* 

Historic do Imperador Carlos MagnOf et dot Dox^ 
Pares de Franca, 

Two other corollaries follow from the vision. The 
deviPs way home from Atz la Chapelle lay through Vi* 
enna ; and as churches go by weight, an architect of Sir 
John Vaobrugh's school should always be employed. 

This balance of the dead was an easy and apt meta^ 
phor, but clumsily imagined as an actual mode of trial* 

*^ ^or take thy ballaunce, if thou be so wise, 
'' And weigh the winde that aoder heaven doth blow; 
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^ Or weigh the light that io the east doth rise t 
** Or weigh the thought that from maii'i mind doth 

flow t 
*< But if the weight of these thou canst notshow^ 
*< Weigh bat one word which from thy lips doth fall.*' 

Spinur^ 

And AwMl^fntm tAe Aoncb of Tkalaba, ^c.*-P, 201. 

This double meaning is in the spirit of oracular pre- 
diction. The classical reader will remember the equivo^ 
•ations of Apollo. The fable of the Young Man and tiie 
Lion in the Tapestry will be more generally recollected* 
We have many buildings in England to which this story 
has i>een applied. Cook's Folly, near Bristol, derives its 
name from a similar tradition. 

The History of the Buccaneers affords a remarkable 
instance of prophecy orcasioolng its own accomplisli* 
ment. 

*' Before my first going over into tlie Souik-Seat with 
Captain SJUrrp (and indeed before any privateers, at least 
since Drake and Osengham) had gone that way which w« 
afterwards went, except La Sound, a Drench captain, 
who, by Captain Wrighft instructions, had ventured as 
ftir as Cheapo town with a body of men, bat was driven 
back again j I being tlien on board Captain Coxon^ io 
company with three or four more privateers, alKMit foar 
leagues to the east of Portobel, we took the packeCa 
bound thither from Carthageua, We opened a great 
quantity of the merchants* letters, and found tiie conteatt 
of many of them to be very surprising ; the merchants of 
several parts of Old-Spain thereby informing their car- 
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retpondents of PanamOf and elsewhere, of a certain pro- 
phecy that went about Spain that year, the tenor of 
which was, that there would be "English privateert thai year 
in the West Indies, who would make such great discoveriesy 
at to open a door into the Sonth-Seasi which they snppo* 
fed was fastest shat ; and the letters were accordingly full 
of cautions to their friends to be very watchful and care* 
fill of their coasts. 

This door they spake of, we all concluded must be the 
passage over-land through the country of the Indians of 
DarieHf who were a little before this become our friends, 
and had lately fallen out with the Spaniards^ breaking off 
the intercourse which for some time they had with them. 
And upon calling also to mind the frequent Invitations we 
had from those Indians a little before this time, to pass 
through their country, and fall upon the Spaniards in the 
South-Seas^ we from henceforward began to entertain 
such thoughts in earnest, and soon came to a resolution to 
make those attempts which we afterwards did with Cap- 
tains Sharp, CoxoR, &c. So that the taking these letters 
gave the first life to those bold undertakings; and we 
took the advantage of the fears the Spaniards were in 
from that prophecy, or probable conjecture, or whatever 
it were ; for we sealed up most of the letters again, and 
•ent them ashor** to PortobeL — Dampier. 
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Those, Sir, that traffick in these seas, 
Fraught not their bark with fears. 

Sir Robert Howard. Blind Lady, 



THALABA THE DESTROYER. 



THE ELEVENTH BOOK. 



1. 

O FOOL, to tliink thj human hand 

Could check the chariot-wheels of Destiny ! 

To dream of weakness in the all«knowing Mind, 

That his decrees should change ! 

To hope that the united Powers 

Of £arth| and Air, and Hell, 

Might blot one letter from the Book of Fate, 

Might break one link of the eternal chain ! 

Thou miserable, wicked, poor old man, 

Fall now upon the body of thy child, 

Beat now thy breast, and pluck the bleeding hairs 
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From thy grey beard» and lay 

Thine ineffectual hand to close her wound. 

And call on Hell to aid. 

And call on Heaven to send 

Its merciful thunderbolt ! 

2. 

The young Arabian silently 

Beheld his frantic grief. 

The presence of the hated youth 

To raging anguish stung 

The wretched Sorcerer. 

** Aye ! look and triumph !" he exclaimed, 

" This is the justice of thy God ! 

*^ A righteous God is he^ to let 

^ His vengeance fall upon the innocent head ! • 

** Curse thee, curse thee, Thalaba !'' 

3. 

All feelings of revenge 

Had lefl Hodeirah's son* 

Pitying and silently he heard 

The victim of his own iniquities; 
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Not with the busy hand 

Of Consolation, fretting the sore wound 

He could not hope to heal. 

4. 

So as the Servant of the Prophet stoodj 

With sudden motion the night air 

Gently fanned his cheek. 

^was a Green Bird, whose wings 

Had waved the quiet air. 

On the hand of Thalaba 

The Green Bird perch'd, and tum'd 

A mild eye up, as if to win 

The Adventurer's confidence. 

Then, springing on, flew forward^ 

And now again returns 

To court him to the way ; 

And now his hand perceives 

Her rosy feet press firmer, as she leaps 

Upon the wing again. 

a 

5. 
Obedient to the call, 
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By the pale moonligfati Thalaba pursued. 

O'er trackleM snows, hk way; 
Unknowing he what blessed messenger 

Had come to guide his steps. 

That Laila's Spirit went before his path. 

Brought up in darkness, and the child of sin. 

Yet, as the meed of spotless innocence, 

Just Heavai permitted her by one good deed 

To work her own ?edemption, after death ; 

So, till the judgment day. 

She might abide in bliss, 

Green warbler of the Bowers of Paradise. 

6. 

The morning sun came forth. 

Wakening no eye to life 

Tn this wide solitude ; 

His radiance, with a saffron hue, like heat, 

SuffusM the desert snow. 

The Green Bird guided Thalaba ; 

Now oaring with slow wing her upward way ; 

Descending now in slant descent 

On out*spread pinions motionless ; 
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Floating noWf with rise and fall alternate* 

As if the billows of the air 

* Heav'd her with their sink and swell. 

And when, beneath the noon, 

The icey glitter of the snow 

Dazzled his aching sight. 

Then, on his arm alighted the Green Birdj 

And spread before his eyes 

Her plumage of refreshing hue. 

7. 

Evening came on; the glowing clouds 

Tinged with a purple ray the mountain ridge 

That lay before the Traveller. 

Ah ! whither art thou gone. 

Guide and companion of the youth, whose eye 

Has lost thee in the depth of Heaven ? 

Why hast thou left alone 

The weary wanderer in the wilderness i 

And now the western clouds grow pale. 

And night descends upon hit solitude. 
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8. 

Tlie Arabian youth knelt down. 

And bow'd his forehead to the ground. 

And made his evening prayer. 

When he arose, the stars were bright in heaveni 

The sky was blue, and the cold Moon 

Shone over the cold snow. 

A speck in the air ! 

Is it his guide that approaches i 

For it moves with the motion of life ! 

Lo ! she returns, and scatters from her pinions 

Odours diviner than the gales of moraing 

Waft from Sabea. 

9. 

Hovering before the youth she hung. 

Till, from her rosy feet, that at his touch 

UncurPd their grasp, he took 

The fruitful bough they bore. 

He took and tasted, a new life 

Flow'd through his renovated frame; 

His limbs, that late were sore and stifi^ 

Felt all the freshness of repose ; 
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His dizzy brain was calm'dy 

The heavy aching of his lids 

At once was taken oft; 

For Laila, from the Bowers of ParadisCi 

Had borne the healing fruit* 

10. 

So up the mountain steep. 

With untir'd foot he past, 

The Green Bird guiding him. 

Mid crags, and ice, and rocks, 

A difficult way, winding the long ascent. 

How then the heart of Thalaba rejoiced. 

When, bosom'd in the mountain depths, 

A sheltered Valley openM on his view ! 

It was the Simorg's vale, 

The dwelling of the ancient Bird. 

11. 

On a green and mossy bank. 

Beside a rivulet. 

The Bird of Ages stood, 

^o sound intruded o^ his solitude. 
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Only the rivulet was heard* 

Whose everlasting flow, 

From the birth-day of the world, had made 

The same unvaried murmuring. 

Here dwelt the all-knowing Bird 

In deep tranquillity. 

His eye-lids ever closM 

In full enjoyment of profound repose. 

12. 
Reverently the youth approached 

That old and only Bird, 

And crost his arms upon his breast. 

And bow'd his head, and spake* 

** Earliest of existing things, 

** Earliest thou, and wisest thou, 

** Guide me, guide me, on my way ! 

** I am bound to seek the caverns 

** Underneath the roots of Ocean, 

** Where the Sorcerer brood are nurst* 

*^ Thou the eldest, thou the wisest, 

** Guide me, guide me, on my way !" 
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13. 

The ancient Siniorg on the yoath 

Unclos'd his thoughtful eyes. 

And answer'd to his prayer. 

'' Northward by the stream proceed* 

** In the fountain of the rock 

*^ Wash away thy worldly stains^ 

^ Kneel thou there, and seek the Lord, 

** And fortify thy soul with prayer. 

** Thus prepared, ascend the Sledge» 

** Be bo]d> be wary, seek and find ! 

** God hath appointed all.'' 

The ancient Simorg th&a. let fall his lidi^ 

Returning to repose. 

Northward, along the rirulet. 

The adventurer went his way» 

Tracb^ its waters upward to their source. 

Green Bird of Paradise, 

Thou hast not left the youth ! . . 

With slow associate flight 

She companies his way. 

And now they reach the fountain of the rock. 
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15. 

iTierei in the cold clear well, 

Thalaba washed away his earthly stains, 

And bow'd his face before the Lord, 

And fortified his soul with prayer^ 

The while, upon the rock. 

Stood the celestial Bird^ 

Andy pondering all the perils he must pas8> 

With a mild melancholy eye^ 

Beheld the youth belov'd* 

16. 

And 16 ! beneath yon lonely pine, the sledgd • 

And there they stand, the harness'd Dogs, 

Their wide eyes watching for the youth. 

Their ears erected, turned towards his way* 

They were lean, as lean might be, 

Their furrowed ribs rose prominent, 

And they were black from head to foot^ 

Save a white line on every breast, 

Curv'd like the crescent moon. 

And he is seated in the sledge. 

His arms are folded on his breast^ 
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The Bird is on his khees ; 

There is fear in the eyes of the Dogs, 

Tliere is fear in their pitiful moan^ 

And now they turn their heads, 

And seeing him there, a\ray ! 

17. 

The Youth, with the start of their speed, 

Falls back to the bar of the sledge, 

His hair floats straight in the stream of the wind^ 

Like the weeds in the running brook. 

They wind with speed the upward way, 

An icey path through rocks of ice ; 

His eye is at the summit now. 

And thus far all is dangerless ; 

And now upon the height 

The black Dogs pause and pant ; 

They turn their eyes to Thalaba, 

As if to plead for pity ; 
They moan, and moan with fear. 

18. 
Once more away ! and now 
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The long descent is seen, 

A longy long, narrow path. 

Ice-rocks aright, and hills of snow^ 

Aleft the giddy precipice* 

Be firm, be firm, O Thalaba ! 

One motion now, one bend. 

And on the crags below 

Thy shatter'd flesh will harden in the frost. 

Whj howl the Dogs so mournfully ? 

And wherefore does the blood flow &st 

All purple o'er their sable hair I 

His arms are folded on his breast^ 

Nor scourge nor goad hath he, 

No hand appears to strike. 

No sounding lash is heard : 

But piteously they moan^ and moan. 

And track their way with blood. 

« 

19. 

And lo I on yonder height, 

A giant Fiend aloft, 

Waits to thrust down the tottering avalanch ! 

If Thalaba looks back, he dies ; 

8 
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The motion of fear is death. 
On • • on • • with swift and steady pace, 

Adown that dreadful way ! 

The Youth is firm, the Dogs are fleet. 

The Sledge goes rapidly. 

The thunder of tlie avalanch 

Re-echoes far behind* 

On • • on • . with swift and steady pace 

Adown that dreadful way ! 

The Dogs are fleet, the way is steep. 

The Sledge goes rapidly, 

They reach the plain below. 

20. 

A wide, wide plain, all desolate. 

Nor tree, nor bush, nor herb ! 

On go the Dogs with rapid step. 

The 8ledge slides after rapidly. 

And now the Sun went down* 

They stopt and look'd at Thalabai 

The Youth performed his prayer ; 

They knelt beside him as he pray'd. 

They tum'd their heads toMecca, 

VOL. II. !• 
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And tears ran down their cheeks. 

Then down they laid them in the snow. 

As closQ as they could lie. 

They laid them down and slept* 

And backward in the sledge. 

The Adventurer laid himself^ 

There peacefully slept Thalaba,' 

And the Green Bird of Paradise 

Lay nestling in his breast* 

21. 
The Dogs awoke him at the dawn, 

They knelt and wept again ; 

Then rapidlyfthey joumeyM on. 

And still the plain was desolate. 

Nor tree, nor bush, nor herb ! 

And ever at the hour of prayer, 

They stopt, and knelt, and wept; 

And still that green and graceful Bird 

Was as a friend to him by day, 

And, ever when at night he slept. 

Lay nestling in his breast. 



XL 243 

22, 

In that most utter solitude. 

It cheer'd his heart to hear 

Her soft and soothing voice ; 

Her voice was soft and sweet. 

It swellM not with the blackbird's thrill, 

Nor warbled rich like the dear bird, that holds 

The solitary man, 

A loiterer in his thoughtful walk at eve ; 

But if no overflowing joy 

Spake in its tones of tenderness, 

They sooth'd the softened soul. 

Her bill was not the beak of blood : 

There was a human meaning in her eye ; 

Its mild affection fix'd on Thalaba, 

Woke wonder while he gaz'd. 

And made her dearer for the mystery. 

23. 

Oh joy ! the signs of life appear, 

The first and single Fir 

That on the limits of the living world 

Strikes in the ice its roots. 
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Another, and another now ; 

And now the Larch, that flings its arms 

Down-curving like the falling wave ; 

And now the Aspin's scattered leaves 

Grey glitter on the moveless twig ; 

The Poplar's varying verdure now. 

And now the Birch so beautiful. 

Light as a lady's plumes. 

Oh joy ! the signs of life ! the Deer 

Hath left his slot beside the way ; 

The little Ermine now h been 

White wanderer of the snow ; 

And now, from yonder pines they hear 

The clatter of the Grouse's wings : 

And now the snowy Owl pursues 

The Traveller's sledge, in hope of food ; 

And hark ' the. rosy-breasted bird, 

The Throstle of sweet song! 

Joy ! joy ! the winter-wilds are left ! 

Green bushes now, and greener grass, 

Ked thickets here, all berry-bright. 

And here the lovely flowers ! 
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When the last morning of theur way arrived, 

After the early prayer, 

The Green Bird fixM on Thalaba 

A sad and supplicating eye. 

And with a human voice she spake, 

*' Servant of God, I leave thee now. 

** If rightly I have guided thee, 

** Give me the boon I beg P' 

25. 

<< O gentle Bird !'' quoth Thalaba, 

** Guide and companion of my dangerous wajTi 

'< Friend and sole solace of my solitude» 

^* How can I pay thee benefits like these ! 

** Ask what thou wilt that I can give, 

** O gentle Bird, the poor return 

'' Will leave me debtor still 1" 

** Son of Hodeirah !*' she replied, 

** When thou shalt see an Old IVIan crushM beneath 

** The burthen of his earthly punishment. 
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*' Forgive him, Thalaba ! 
^* Yea, send a prayer to God in his behalf!'' 

27. 

A flush o'erspread the young Destroyer's cheeky 

He tum'd his eye towards the Bird 

As if in half repentance ; for he thought 

Of Okba ; and his Father's dying groan 

Came on his memory. The celestial Bird 

Saw and renew'd her speech. 

** O Thalaba, if she who in thine arms 

** Recm'd the dagger-blow, and died for thee, 

^ Deserve one kind remembrance, . . save, O save, 

<* The Father that she lov'd, from endless death I'* 

28. 
*^ Laila ! and is it thou ?" the youth replied. 
** What is there that I durst refuse to thee i 

** This is no time to harbour in my heart 

'' One evil thought ; . • here I put off revenge, 

*' The last rebellious feeling ... Be it so ! 

<< God grant to me the pardon that I need, 

** As I do pardon him ! • • • 



XL 247 

** But who am I, that I should save 
** The sinful soul alive i** 

29. 

« Enough !'' said Laila. ** When the hour shall come, 

" Remember me ! my task is done. 

** We meet again in Paradise !'* 

She said, and shook her wings, and up she soared 

With arrow-swiftness through the heights of Heaven. 

30. 

His aching eye pursued her path. 

When starting onward went the Dogs, 

More rapidly they hurried on« 

In hope of near repose. 

It was the early morning yet;, 

When, by the well-head of a brook 

They atopt, their journey done* 

The spring was clear, the water deep^ 

A venturous man were he, and rash. 

That should have. probed its depths, 

For all its loosen'd bed below, 

Heav'd strangely up and down, 
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And to and fro, from side to ride. 

It heav'dy and way'd, and tost, 

And yet the depths were clear. 

And yet no ripple wrinkled o'er 

The &ce of that &ur WelL 

51. 

And on that Well, so strange and fair, 

A little boat there lay, 

Without an oar, without a sail ; 

One only seat it had, one seat, 

As if for only Thalaba. 

And at the helm a Damsel stoodi 

A Damsel bright and bold of eye^ 

Yet did a maiden modesty 

Adorn her fearless brow. 

Her face was sorrowful, but sure 

More beautiful for sorrow. 

To her the Dogs look'd wistful up» 

And then their tongues were loos'd, 

^' Have we done well, O Mistress dear ! 

** And shall our sufferings end f 
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The gentle Damsel made replj, 

** Poor Servants of the Grod I Berrtt 

** When all this witchery is destroyed, 

** Your woes will end with mine. 
** A hope* alas ! how long unknown i 

** This new adventurer gives : 
^ Now, God forbid» that he, like jou> 

** Should perish for his fears ! 
<< Poor Servants of the God I servei 

*rWait ye the event in peace.'' 

A deep and total slumber as she spake 

Seiz'd them. Sleep on, poor sufierers ! be at rest ! 

Ye wake no more to anguish ; . . ye have borne 

The Chosen, the Destroyer ! . • soon his hand 

Shall strike the efficient blow; 

Soon shaking off your penal forms, shall ye, 

With songs of joy, amid the Eden groves, 

Hymn the Deliverer's praise 1 

S8. 
Then did the Damsel say to Thalaba^ 
** The morn is young, the Sun is fiur, 

l2 
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^ And pleannUy, through plettHUift bt&kfl, 
** The quiet brook flows on • • 
<' WHt thou embark with me? 
H Thou knowest not the wat^s wsjr, 
** Think, Stranger, well ! and night muat comej 
'' Wilt thou embaric with me ? 
' ** Through fearful perib thou nrast pass, . • 
^ Stranger, the wretched ask thine aid ! 
<< Thou wilt embark with me !** 
She smil'd in tears upon the youth, • . 
What heart were his, wiio could gainsqr 
That melancholj smile ? 
** Sail on, sail on,*' quoth Thalaba, 
'< Sail on, in Allah's name 1" 

34. 

He sate him on the single seat. 

The little boat mov'd on. 

Through pleasant banks the quiet brook 

Went winding pleasantly ; 

By fragrant fir groves now it past, 

And now, through alder-shores. 

Through green and fertile meadows now 
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It silenUy ran by. 
The flag?flower bloesom'd on its Aie, 

The willow tresses wav'd. 

The flowing current furrow'd round 

The waterrlily's floating leaf. 

The fly of green and gauzy wing. 

Fell/sporting down its course. 

And. grateful to the voyager, 

The freshness of the running stream, 

The murmur round the prow. 

The little boat falls rapidly 

Adown the rapid brook. 

35. 

But many a silent spring meantime. 

And many a rivulet and rill 

Had swoki the growing brook ; 

And when the southern Sun began 

To wind the downward way of heaven. 

It ran a river deep and wide. 

Through banks that widened still. 

Then once again the Damsel spake, 

«< The stream is strong, the river broad, 



** 
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** Vrat thou go on with me ? 

** The day is fiur, but night most come • • 

** Wilt thou go on with me ? 

*< Far, far away, the sufferer's eye 

** For thee haUi long been looking, • • 

** Thou wilt go on with me!" 

** Sail on, sail on,*' quoth Thalaba, 

** Sail on, in Allah's iteme 1" 

Tlie little boat falls n^idly 

Adown the river-stream. 

S6. 

A broader and a broader streamt 

That rockM the little boat i 

The Cormorant stands upon its shoals. 

His black and dripping wings 

Half open'd to the wind. 

The Sun goes down, the crescent Moon 

Is brightening in the firmament ; 

And what is yondar roar. 

That sinking now, and swelling now. 

But roaring, roaring stiU, 

Still louder, louder, grows? 
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The little boat Mi» rapidfy 

Adown the rapid tidei 

The Moon is bright above. 

And the wide Ocean opens on their waj* 

87. 

Then did the Damsel speak again, 

** Wilt thou go on with me ? 

** The Moon is bri^it, the sea is calm, 

** And I know well the oceui-paths; 

** Wilt thou go on with me ? • • 

** Deliverer ! yes 1 thou dost not fear! 

*^ Thou wih go on with me I" 

** Siedl on, sail on 1*' quoth -Thalaba, 

** Sail on, in Allah's name I'' 

3S. 

The Moon is bright, die sea is calm. 

The litUe boat rides rapidly 

Across the ocean waves; 

The line of moonlight on the deep, 

Still follows as they voyage on ; 

The winds are motionless; 
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The gentle waters gently part 

In murmurs round the prow. 

He looks above, he looks around. 

The boundless heaven, the boundless sea^ 

The crescent moon» the litUe boat, 

Nought else above, below. 

39. 
The Moon is sunk, a dusky grey 

Spreads o'er the Eastern sky. 

The Stars grow pale and paler ; . . 

Oh beautiful I the godlike Sun 

Is rising o'er the sea ! 

Without an oar, without a sail. 

The little boat rides rapidly; • • 

Is that a doad that skirts the sea ? 

There is no cloud in heaven ! 
And nearer now, and darker now . • 

It is • . it is • . the Land! 
For yonder are the rocks that rise 

Dark in the reddening mom. 

For loud around their hollow base 

The surges rage and roar. 
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The little boat rides rapidly, 

And now with shorter toss it heaves 

Upon the heavier swell ; 

And now so near, they see 

The shelves and shadows of the cliffy 

And the low-lurking rocks, 

O'er whose black summits, hidden-half. 

The shivering billows burst ; . . 

And nearer now they feel the breaker^s spray. 

Then spake the Damsel, '' Yonder is our path 

*^ Beneath the cavern arch. 

*< Now is the ebb, and till the ocean-flow, 

** We cannot over-ride the rocks. 

** Go thou, and on the shore 

<< Perform thy last ablutions, and with prayer 

'^ Strengthen thy heart • . I t6o have need to pray.'' 

41. 
She held the helm with steady hand 

Amid the stronger waves ; 

Through surge and surf she drove. 

The adventurer leapt to land. 
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Green Warbler of the Bowert of ParadUe.^^. f St. 

The souls of the blessed are supposed by some of the 
MahommedanB to animate green )>irds in the groYes of 
paradise. Was this opiolon invented to conciliate the 
Pagan Arabs, who believed, that of the blood near the 
dead person^s brain was formed a bird named Hamah^ 
which once in a hundred years visited the sepulchre ? 

To this there is an allusion in the Moallakat " Then 
I knew with certainty, that, in so llfa'ce a contest with 
them, m^ny a heavy blow would make the perched birds 
of the brain fly quickly from every skull." 

Poem of Antaru, 

In the Bahar-Danosh, parrots are called the green- 
Tested, resemblers of Heaven*8 dwellers. The following 
passages In the same work may, perhaps, allude to the 
■ame superstition, or perhaps are merely metaphorical, 
iki the mal style of its true oriental bombast. ^* The bird 
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af understanding fled from the nest of my brain.** ** My 
joints and members seemed as if they would separate 
fhim each other, and the bird of life would quit the nest 
of my body." " The bird of my sool became a captite 
in the net of her glossy ringiets,'* 

I remember in a European Magazine two similar lintt 
by the author of the Lives of the Admirals : 

My beating Bosom it a weU^^trought cage. 

Whence that sweet Gold-finch Hope shaU ne*er elope ! 

The graves of Francisco Jorge, the Maronite martyr, 
was visited by two strange birds of unusual size. JNo one 
knew whence they came. They emblemed, says Yascon- 
cellos, the purity and the Indefbtigable activity of his 
soul. 

The inhabitants of Otabeite have assigned a less re- 
spectable part of the bod> as the seat of the soul* 

The disembowelling of the bod}' there, is sJways per- 
formed in great secrecy, and with much religloot wper- 
stitioo. The bowels are, by these people, coosldefed as 
the immediate organs of sensation, where the first impres* 
sions are received, and by which all the operations of the 
mind are carried »n : it is therefore natural to concladey 
that they may esteem and venerate the intestines, as bear- 
ing the greatest affinity to the immortal part, f have 
frequenti> held conversations on this subject, with a view 
to convince them that all intellectual operations were 
carried on in the bead ; at which they would generally 
smile, and intimate, that they had frequently seen men 
recover whose siculls had been fractured^ and whose headi 
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had otberways httn much injured ; bat that, in all cases 
in which the intestines bad been wounded, the persons ob 
a certainty died. Other arguments they would also ad- 
▼anoe in faYOur of their belief; such as the effect of fear, 
and other passions, which cauiied great agitation and un- 
easiness, and would sometimeft produce sickness at the 
stomach, which they attributed entirely to the action of 
the bowels. — Vancouver. 

Hud borne the healing fruit.-^P. 836. 

When Hosein, the son of Alt, was sick of a grievous 
disorder, he longed for a pomegranate, though that fruit 
was not then in season. Alt went out, and diligently en- 
quiring, found a single one in the possession of a Jew. As 
be returned with it, a sick man met him and begged half 
the pomegranate, saying It would restore his health. All 
gave him half, and when he had eaten it, the man request- 
ed he would give him the other half, the sooner to com- 
plete his recovery, Ali benignantly complied, returned 
to his son, and told him what had happened, and Hosela 
approved what his father had doue. 

Immediately behold a miracle I as they were talking 
together, the door was gently knocked at. He ordered 
the woman servant to go there, and she found a man, of 
ail men the most beautiful, who had a plate in his hand, 
covered with green silk, in which were teii pomegranates. 
Tbe woman was astonished at the beauty of the man and 
of the pomegranates, and sht* took one of them and hid 
it, and carried the other nine to Ali, who kissed the pre- 
sent. When he had counted them, he found that one was 
wanting* and said so to the servant ; she confessed that she 
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bad taken it ooaccount of its ezcelleDce, and Ali gave 
her her liberty. The pomegranates were from paradise ; 
Hoseln was cared of hit di&ease only by their odoor* and 
rose np immediately, recovered, and in fall strength* • 

Maroeci. 

I suspect, says Maracci, that this is a true miracle 
wrought by some Chrktian saint, and falsely attributed 
to Ali. However this may be, it does not appear absurd 
that God should, by some especial favour, reward an act 
of remarkable charity even in an infidel, as he has Bome« 
times, by a striking chastisement, punished enormous 
crimes. But the assertion, that the pomegranates were 
sent from paradise, exposes the fable. 

Maracci, after detailing and ridiculing the Mahomrae* 
dan miracles, contrasts with them, in an appendix, a few 
of the real and permanent miracles of Christianity, whkh 
are proved by the testimony of the whole world* He s&> 
lects five as examples. 1. The chapel of Loretto, brooghi 
by angels from Nazareth to lliyricum, and from lUyri* 
cum to Italy ; faithful messengers having been aeot to 
both places, and finding in both its old fonndationsi, ia di* 
mensions and materials exactly corresponding. 

8. The cross of St Thomas at Mdiapor. A Bramioy 
as the saint was extended upon his cross in prayer^ slaw 
him. On the anniversary of his martyrdom, during tiia 
celebration of mass, the cross gradually becomes lomis- 
ous, till it shines one white glory. At elevating the baflt, 
it resumes its natural colour, and sweats blood profusely., 
in which the faithful dip their clothes, by whic)i many 
miracles are wrought. 

3. Certiuimwn quia evUenHssimtmh^^At Bari, on the 
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Adriatic, a liqaor flows from the bones of St Nictiolas; 
tliey call it St Nicholases manna, which, being preser- 
ved in bottles, never corrupts or breeds worms, except 
the possessor be corrupt himself, and daily it works mi- 
racles. 

4. At Tolentino in the March of Anconia, the arms 
•f St Nicholas swell with blood, and poor oot copious 
streams, when any great calamity impends over Chris* 
tendom. 

6. The blood of St Januarios at Naples. 
These, 8a38 Mararcl, are miracula peneverantia, per- 
manent miracles; and it cannot be8ald,a8of theMabom- 
medan ones, that they are tricks of the devil. 

From th6 birih'day of the worlds 4'C.-*P. 230. 

The birlh-iiay of the world was logically ascertained 
In a provincial council held at Jerusalem, against the 
Qnartodecimans, by command of Pope Victor, about the 
year 1200. Venerable Bede {Comm. de JE^inoct Vem.) 
Mpplies the mode of proof. '* When the multitude of 
priests were assembled together, then Theophylus, the 
bishop, produced the authority sent unto him by Pope 
Victor, and explained wtmt*had been enjoined him. 
Then all the bishops made answer. Unless it be first exa- 
mined how the world was at the beginning, nothing salu- 
tary can be ordained respecting the observations of East- 
er. And they said, what day cao we believe to have 
been the first except Sunday? And Theophylus said. 
Prove this which ye say. Then the bishop said, Accor- 
ding to the authority of the scriptures, the evening and 
the morning were the first day ; and, in like manner, 
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iktj were the second and the third, and the fourth aad 
the fifth, and the sixth and the seventh ; and on the se- 
venth day, which was called the Sabbath, tlie Lord resl> 
ed from all his worlu : therefore, since Saturday, which 
is the Sabbath, was the last day, which bat Sunday 
can have been the first? Then said Tlieophylns, Lo, 
ye have proved that Sunday was the first day i what 
say ye now concemioi; the seasons^for there are four 
times or seasons in the year, Sprini^, Summer, Aotomo^ 
and Winter ; which ot these was the first ? The bbhops 
answered, Sprlogi And Theophylus said. Prove this 
which ye say. Then the bishops said. It is written, tlw 
earth broogbt forth grass, and herb yielding seed after 
his iLiod, and the tree yielding fruit, wlioseseed wa» in it- 
self, after hb Itind ; but this is in the spring. Then said 
Theophylus, When do you believe the beginning of the 
world to have been, io the beginning of the season, or in 
the middle, or in the end ? And the bishops answered, 
at the Equinox, on the eighth of the kalends of April. 
And Theoph>1u8 said, Prove this which ye say. Then 
they answered, It is written, God made the light, and 
called the light day, and he made the darkness, and call* 
ed the darkness night, and he divided the light and the 
darkness into equal parts. Then said Theophylus, Lo 
ye have proved the day and the season — What think ye 
now concerning the Moon ; was it created when increa- 
sing, or when full, or on the wane ? And the bishops an 
swered. At the full. And he said, Trove this which ye 
say. Then they answered, God made two great lumiin* 
ries, and placed them io the firmament of the Heavens, 
that they might give light upon the earth ; the greater 

10 
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lamioary in the beginoiiig of the day, the lesser one in 
the begiDDiDg of the night. It conld not have been thus 
nnlefls the moon were at the foil. Now, therefore, let us 
see when the world was created : it was made opon a 
Sondaj, in the spring, at the Eqainox, which is on the 
eighth of the kalends of April, and at the foil of the 

BOOD.*' 

According to the form of a Border-oath, the work of 
'creation began by night. *' Yon shall swear by Heaven 
above yon. Hell beneath you, by yout part of Paradise, 
iy all that God made in tis dayt and uvea nighttf and by 
God himself, yon are whart out sack less of art, part, 
way, witting, ridd, kenoinji, having or recetting of any of 
the goods and cbattells named in this bill 80 help you 
God." (NicoUoH and Bum, 1. xxv.) This, however, is 
assertion without proof,and would not have been admitted 
by Theoph>lu8 and his bishops. 

That old and onljf Birrf.— P. fS6. 

Simorg Anka, says my friend Mr Fox, in a note to his 
▲chmed Ardebeili, is a bird or griifon of extraordinary 
strength and size, (as its name imports, signifying as large 
as thirty eagles,) which, according to the Eastern writers, 
was sent b> the Supreme Being to subdue and chastise 
the rebellious Dives. It was supposed to possess rational 
faculties, and th<* gift of speech. The Caherman Nameh 
relates, that Simorg Anka being asked bis age, replied, 
this world is very ancient, for it has already been seven 
times replenished with beings diiferent from man, and as 
often depopulated. That the age of Adam, m which we 
aow are, Is to endure seven thousand years, making a 
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great eyclei that himself had seen twelve of these reve- 
lations, aod knew not how many more he had to see« 

] am afraid that Mr Fox and myself have fidlen into 
a gri evons heresy, both respecting the unity and the sex 
of the 8imorg. For this great bird is a hen i there is in- 
deed a cock aitfo, hot he seems to be of some Inferior spe- 
ties, a sort of Prince George of Denmark, the Slmorg*! 
consort, not the cock Simorg. 

In that portion of the Shah-Nawnh which has been pat 
into English rh^me by Mr Champion, some anecdotes may 
be foun d coucerning this all-kitowing bird, who is tliere 
represented as posbessing one species of knowledge, of 
which she would not be readily suspected Zalzer, the 
father of Rustum, U exposed in his inftuicy by his own 
father, Saum, who takes bim for a youug deviling, be* 
cause his bod> is black, and bis hair white. The infant is 
laid at the foot of Mount Elburs^ where the Simorg has 
her nestf and she takes him up, and breeds him with her 
young, who are ver.i desirous of eating him, but she pre- 
serves him. VI hen Zalzer is grown up, and leaves tlie 
nest, the bimorg gives him one of her feathers, tellhig 
him, whenever he is in great distress, to born it, and 
she will immediately' come to his astiistance Zalzer mar- 
ries Kodahver, who is likely to die in childing | he then 
burns the feather, and the Simorg appears and orders the 
Cesarean operatiitn to be performed. As these stories 
are not Ferdusi's inveniion, but tbeoid tra<fitl»ns of the 
Persians, collected and arranged by him, this is, perhaps, 
the earliest fact conrerning that operation which is to be 
met v»itb, earlier prf babl^ than the fable of Semele. 
Zalzer was ordered first to give her wine, which acts as 
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li powerfal opiate, and after sewing ap the incisioD, to 
anoint il with a miztnre of millc, musk, and gral?^ 
pomded together, and dried in the shade, and then to mb 
it with a Siniorg*8 feather. 

In Mr Fox's collection of Persic books, is an illumi-* 
nated copy of Ferdosi, containing a picture of tlie Simorg, 
who is thefe represented as an ngly dragon-looking sort 
of bird. I should be loth to believe that she has so bad 
a physiognomy ; and as, in the same Yolume, there arc 
blue and yellow horses, there is good reason to conclude 
that this is not a genuine portrait. 

When the Genius of the Lamp is ordered by Aladin to 
bring a roc's egg, and hang it up in the hall, he is violently 
enraged, and exclaims, Wretch, wouldst thou have me 
hang up my roaster! From the manner in which rocs 
are usually mentioned in the Arabian Tales, the reader 
feels as much surprised at this indignation as Aladin was 
himself. Perhaps the original may have Simorg instead 
of roc* To think, indeed, of robbing the Simorg's nest, 
either for the sake of drilling the eggs, or of poaching 
them, would, in a believer, whether Sbiah or Sunni, be 
the height of human impiety. 

Since this note was written, the eighth volume of the 
Asiatic Researches has appeared, in which Captain Wii- 
ford identifies the roc with the Simorg. ** Sinbad,'' he 
says, *' was exposed to^maoy dangers from the birds call- 
ed Rocs or Simorgs, the Garudas of the Fauranics, whom 
Persian Romancers represent as living in Madagascar, ac- 
cording to Marco Polo." But the Roc of the Arabian 
Tales has none of the characteristics of the Simorg; and 
it is only in the instance which I have noticed, that any 
mistake of one for the other can be suspected, 

VOL. II. M 
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^ The tpriug wai clears the mater deepw— P. 947* 

Some traYellere may perhaps be glad to know, that 
the fpring from which this description was taken, is near 
Bristol, about a mile from Stokcs-Croft tarnpike, and 
known by the name of the Boiling* Well. Other, and 
larger springs, of the same kind, called the Lady Pools, 
are near Shol>don, in Herefordshire, 

It ran a river deep and wtile*— P. 851. 

A similar pictarc^ occurs in Miss Bai!lie*s Comedy, 
«* The Second Marriage.*' ** By Heaven, there is nothing 
so Interesting to me as to trace the course of a prosperous 
man through this varied world. Pirst, he is seen like a 
little stream, wearing its shallow bed through the grass, 
circling and winding, and gleaning up its treasures from 
every twinkling rill, as it passes ; further on, the brown 
sand fences its margin, the dark rushes thicken on its side ; 
further on still, the broad flags shake their green ranks, 
the willows bend their wide boughs o*er its course; and 
yonder, at last, the &ir river appears, spreading his 
bright waves to the light,*' 
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Why should he that loves me^ sorry he 
For my deliverance^ or at all complain 
My good to hear, and toward joys to see f 
I go, and long desired have to go, 
I go with gladness to my wished rest. 

Spenser's Dafhkaipa. 
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THALABA THE DESTROYER. 



THE TWELFTH BOOK. 



■• 



1. 

Then Thalaba drew off Abdaldar's ring, 

And cast it in the sea, and cried aloud, - 

" Thou art my shield, my trust, my hope, O God ! 

** Behold and guard me no!^, 

** Thou who alone canst sare. 

^* If, from my childhood up, I have look'd oa 

<< With exultation to my destiny ; 

** If, in the hour of anguish, I have felt 

<* The justice of the hand that chasten'd me ; 

<< If, of all selfish passions purified, 

** I go to work thy will, and firom the world 

** Root up the ill-doing race, 
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** Lord! let not thoa the- weakness of my ana 
** Make Yain the oiterprize !'* 

2: 

Tbe Son was dsing all magniflcenC^ 
Ocean and heaven rejoidng in his beams. 

And now had Thalaba 

Perfinrm'd his last ablutionsy and he stood 

And gaz*d upon thoiitde boat 

Riding the billows near, 

Where» like a sea-bird breasting the broad wavesy 

It rose and fell upon the singe ; 

Tilly from the glitterance of the sunny main. 

He tum'd his aching eyes» 
And then upon the beach he laid him down. 

And watch'd the rising tide. 

He did not pray> he was not calm for prayer; 

His spirit, troubled with tumultuous hope* 

ToU'd with futurity ; 

His brain, with busier workings, felt 

The roar and raving of the restless sea. 

The boundless waves that rose and roU'd and roek'd ; 

The everlasting sound 
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Opprest him, and the heaving infinites 
He closed his lids for rest. 

3. 

Meantime, with fuller reach, and stronger swells 

Wave after wave advanced ; 

Each following billow lifted the last foam 

That trembled on the sand with rainbow hues ; 

' The living flower, that, rooted to the rock. 

Late from the thinner element 

Shrunk down within its purple stem to sleep^ 

(^ Now feels the water, and again 

Awakening, blossoms out 

All its green anther-necks. 

4f. 

Was there a Spirit in the gale 

That fluttered o'er his cheek? 

For it came on him like the gentle sun 

Which plays and dallies o'er the night-clos'd flower. 

And wooes it to unfold anew to joy; 

For it came on him as the dews of eve 

Descend with healing and with life 
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Upon the summer mead; 

Or liker the first sound of seraph song 

And Angel hail, to him 

Whose latest sense had shuddered at the groan 

Of anguishy kneeling by his death>bed sidcb 

5. 

He starts, and gazes round to seek 

The certain presence. *^ Thalaba !" exclaimed 

The Voice of the Unseen ; • • 

** Father of my Oneiza ?' he replied, 

« *' And have thy years been numbered ? art thou to% 

•; Among the Angels?" . . . « Thalaba!" 

A second and a dearer voice repeats, 

** Go in the favour of the Lord, 

** My Thalaba, go on! 

<< My husband, I have drest our bower of bliss« 

" ©o, and perform the work, 
** Let me not longer suffisr hope in Heaven !" 

6. 

He tura'd an eager glance toward the sea, 

<< Come !" quoth the Damsel, and she drove 
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Her little boat to land. 

Impatient through the rising wave. 

He rush'd to meet its way, 

His eye was bright, his cheek was flushed with joy. 

'^ Hast thou had comfort in thy prayers ?" she cried^ . • 

<< Yea," answer'd Thalaba, 

** A heavenly visitation.** ** God be praised I** 

She uttered, ** then I do not hope in vain !** 

And her voice trembled, and her lips 

Quivered, and tears ran down* 

7. 

<' Stranger,*' quoth she, ^* in years long past 

** Was one who vow'd himself 

** The Champion cf the Lord, like thee, 

** Against the race of Hell. 

** Young was he, as thyself, 

** Gentle, and yet so brave ! 

<' A lion-hearted man. 

** Shame on me. Stranger ! in the arms of love 

** I held him from his calling, till the hour 

<< Was past; and then the Angel who should else 

^* Have crown*d him with his glory^wreath, 

m2 
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'^ Smote him in anger • • . Years and years are gone . ; 

** And in his place of penance he awaits 

^' Thee, the Deliverer, • • • surely thou art he t! 

^ It was my righteous punishment^ 

^ In the same youth unchanged, 

** And love unchangeable, 

'* And grief for ever fresh, 

■^ ** And bitter penitence, 

^* That gives no respite night nor day to woe, 

^* To abide the written hour, when I should waft^ 

** The doom'd Destroyer and Deliverer here. 

^* Remember thou, thai thy success involves 

*' No single fate, no common misery.' 
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As thus she spakcj the entrance of the cave 

Darken'd the boat below. 

Around them, from thetf ibgbh 

The screaming sea-birdrffe^^^ ^^ 

Wondering at that strange shape, 

Yet, unalarmM at sight of living man. 

Unknowing of his sway and power misus'd : 

The damours of their young 
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Echoed in shriller yelb. 

Which rung in wild disocNrdance round the rock. 

And farther as they now advanced. 

The dim reflection of the darkened day 

Grew fainter, and the dash 

Of the out-breakers deadened; farther yet, 

* And yet more faint the gleam, 

And there the waters, at their utmq|t bound. 

Silently rippled on the rising rock. 

They landed and advanced, and deeper in. 

Two adamantine doors 

Clos'd up the cavern pass* 

9. 
Reclining oQ^ie rock beside, « 
Sate a grey-headed man, 
^ "1f(^atching an hour-glass by. 

* "^ ; ■iStb him the Damsel spake, 

^'4HpM|hailir^^ ?'' The old man 
** Not answered her awhile, 
Nor lifted he his downw)ird eye. 
For now the glass ran low. 
And, like the days (^age, • 
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With speed perceivabley 

The latter sands descend; 

And now the last are gone. 

Then[^he look'd up, and rais'd his arm, and smote 

The adamantine gates* 

10. 

The gates of adamant 

Unfolding at the strokci 

Open'd and gave the entrance. Then she turned 

To Thalaba and said, 

** G0| in the name of God I 

** I cannot enter, ... I must wait the end 

** In hope and agony. 

** pod and Mahomjped prosper thee, 

" for thy sake and for ours !'* 

?. ♦■ 

11; 

He tarried not, • •"Se,^ 

The threshold, over which was no riturn* 

AH earthly thoughts, all human hopes 

And passions now put off. 

He cast no backward glance 




Xn. 277 

Towards the gleam of dajr. 
! There was a light within, 

A yellow h'ght» as when the autumnal Sun, 
Through travelling rain and mist 
, Shines on the evening hills. 

Whether, from central fires effus'd. 

Or if the sun-beams, day by day. 

From earliest generations, there absorb'd* 

Were gathering for the wrath-flame. Shade was none 

In those portentous vaults; 

Crag overhanging, nor columnal rock 

Cast its dark outline there ; 

For, with the hot and heavy atmospherei 

The light incorporate, permeating all. 

Spread over all iU equal yellowness. 

There was no motion in the lifeless air, 

He felt no stirring as he past 

Adown the long descent. 

He heard not his own footsteps on the rock 

That through the thick stagnation sent no sound* 

How sweet it were, he thought. 

To feel the flowing windl 
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With what a thirst of joy 
He should breathe in the open gales of heaven ! 

12. 

Downward^ and downward still, and still the wa^i 

The long, long, way is safe. 

Is there no secret wile^ 

No lurking enemy i 

His watchfiil eye is on the wall of rock, • • 

And warily he marks the roo^ 

And warily surveyed 

The path tliat lay before. 

Downward, and downward still, and still the way^ 

The long, long, way is safe ; 

Rock only, the same light, 

The same dead atmosph^e. 

And solitude, and silenoe like the grave. 

13. 

At length, the long desdent 

Ends on a precipice ; 

No feeble ray entered its dreadful gulph^ 

For, in the pit profound. 
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Black Darkness^ utter Night, 

Repell'd the hostile gleam, 

And, o'er the surface, the light atmosphere 

Floated, and mingled not. 

Above the depth, four over-awning wingSi 

Unplum'd, and huge and strong, 

Bore up a little car ; 

Four living pinions, headless, bodyless, 

Sprung from one stem that branched below 

In four down-arching limbs, 

And dench'd the car-rings endlong and athwart 

With daws of griffin grasp. 



14. 

But not on these, the depths so terrible. 

The wonderous wings, fix'd Thakba his eye ; 

For there, upon the brink. 

With fiery fetters fasten'd to the rock, 

A man, a living man, tormented lay. 

The young Othatha ; in the arms of love. 

He who had lingered out the auspicious hour, 

Fergetfulofhiscall. 

In shuddering pity, Thalaba exclaim'd. 
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** Servant of God, can I not succour thee V* 

He groan'dy and answered^ ** Son of Man^ 

'< I sinn'dy and am tormented ; I endure 

^< In patience and in hope. 

** The hour that shall destroy the Race of Hell, 

<< That hour shall set me free/' 

15. 

*< Is It not come ?** quoth Thalaba, 

<< Yea ! by this omen !'' • • and with fearless hand 

He grasp'd the burning fetters, *^ in the name 

« Of God !*' . . and from the rock 

Rooted the rivets, and adown the gulph 

HurPd them. The rush of flames roar*d up, 

For they had kindled in their fall 

The deadly vapours of the pit profound. 

And Thalaba bent on, and look'd below* 

But vainly he explored 

The deep abyss of flame. 

That sunk beyond the plunge of mortal eye^ 

Now all ablaze, as if infernal fires 

Illum'd the world beneath. 
Soon was the poison-fuel spenty 
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The flame grew pale and dim. 

And dimmer now it fadefl, and now is quench'd, 

And all again is dark. 

Save where the yellow air 

Enters a little in^ and mingles slow* 

16. 
Meantime, the freed Othatha claspt his knees^ 

And criedy " Deliverer!** struggling then 

With joyful hope, " and where is she,*' he cried^ 

** Whose promis'd coming for so many a year. . •** 

« Go I" answered Thalaba, 

" She waits thee at the gates.** 

<• And in thy triumph,** he replied, 

** There thou wilt join us ?" . .The Deliverer's eye 

Glanced on the abyss, way else was none • • 

The depth was unascendable. 

'^ Await not me,** he cried, 

** My path hath been appointed \ go.. embark ! 

" Return to life, . . live happy P* 

Othatha. 

But (by name, • • 

That through the nations we may blazon it, , , 
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That we may bless thee I 

Thalaba. 

Bless the Merciful ! 

17. 

Then Thalaba pronounced the name of God, 

And leapt into the car. 

Downi down, it sunk, • . down, down • • 

He neither breathes nor sees ; ' 

His eyes are dos'd for giddiness. 

His breath is sinking with the fallt 

The lur that yields beneath the car. 

Inflates the wings above* 

Down • • down • • a mighty depth ! • • • 

Was then the Simorg, with the Powers of ill, 

Associate to destroy ? 

And was that lovely Mariner 

A fiend as false as fiur i 

For still he sinks down • • down • • • 

But ever the uprushii^ wind 

Inflates the wings above, 
And still the struggling wings 
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Repel the rushing wincU 
Down • • down t • and now it strikes. 

18. 

He stands and totters giddily. 

All objects round, awhile 

Float dizzy on his sight ; 

Collected spon, he gazes for the way* 

There was a distant light that led his search; 

The torch a broader blaze. 

The unprun'd taper flares a longer flam^ 

But this was fierce^ as is the no(Hi-tide sun^^ 

Soy in the glory of its rays intensei 

It quivered with green glow. 

Beyond was all unseen, 

No eye could penetrate 

That unendurable excess of light. 

19. 

Jt veil'd no friendly form, thought Thalaba, 

And wisely did he .deem 

For, at the threshold of the rocky door, 

Hugest and fiercest of his kind accurst 
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Fit warden of the sorcery gate, 

A rebel Afreet lay. 

He scented the approach of human food. 

And hungry hope kmdled his eye of fire. 

Raising his hand to save the dazzled sense, 

Onward held Thalaba, 

And lifted still at times a rapid glance ; 

Till, the due distance gained, 

With head abas'd, he laid 

The arrow in its rest. 

With steady effort, and knit forehead then. 

Full on the painful light, 
He fix'd his aching eye, and loos'd the bow* 

20. 

An anguish-yell ensued ; 

And sur^ no human voice had scope or power 

For that prodigious shriek. 

Whose pealing echoes thundered up the rock. 

Dim grew the dying light* 

But Thalaba leapt onward to the doors 

Now visible beyond, 
And while the Afreet warden of the way 
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Was writhing with his death-pangs, orer him 
Sprung and smote the stony doors. 
And bade them> in the name of God» give way ! 

21. 

The d3dng Fiend, beneath him, at that name 

Tost in worse agony, 

And the rocks shuddered, and the rocky doors 

Rent at the voice asunder. Lo 1 within • • 

The Teraph and the Fire, 

And Khawla, and in mail complete 

Mohareb for the strife. 

But Thalaba, with numbing force. 

Smites his rais'd arm, and rushes by ; 

For now he sees the fire, amid whose flames, 

. On the white ashes of Hodeirah, lies 

Hodeirah's holy Sword, 

22. 

*fie rushes to the fire i 

Then Khawla met the youth, 

And'leapt upon him, and, with clinging arms, 

Clasps himi and calls Mdiareb now to aim 
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The eflfectual vengeance. O fool ! fool ! he sees 

His Father's Sword, and who shall bar his way? 

Who stand against the foiy of that arm 

That ^ums her to the earth i • • 

She rises half, she twists around his kneei^ • • 

A moment • • and he vainly strives 

To shake her from her hold ; 

Impatient, then into her cursed breast 

He stamps his croslmig heel. 

And from her body, heaving now in death. 

Springs forward to the Sword. 

2S. 

Tlie co-existent Flame 

Knew the Destroyer; it encircled him, 

Roll'd up his robe, and gathered round his head; 

Condensing to intenser splendour there. 

His Crown of Glory, and his Light of Life^ 

Hovered the irradiate wreath. 

The moment Thalaba had laid his hand 
Upon his Father's Sword^ 
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The Living Image in the inner care 

Smote the Round Altar. The Domdaniel rock'd 

Through all its thundering vaults ; 

Over the surface of the reeling Earthy 

The alarum shock was felt ; 

The Sorcerer brood, all, all, where'er dispersed, 

Perforce obey'd the summons; all, . • they came 

Compelled by Hell and Heaven ; 

By Hell compelled to keep 

Their baptism-covenant. 

And, with the union of their strength. 

Oppose the common danger ; forced by Heaven 

To share the common doom* 

25. 

Vain are all iq>ells ! the Destroyer 

Treads the Domdaniel floor ! 

They crowd with human arms, and human force. 

To crush the single foe ; 

Vain is all human force ! 

He wields his Father's Sword, 

The vengeance of awaken'd Deity ! 

But chief on Thalabai Mohareb prest. - 
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The language of the inspired Witch 

Announced one fatal blow for both» 

And, desperate of self-safety, yet he hdp'd 

To serve the cause of Eblisy and uphold 

His empire, true in death* 

Who shall withstand the Destroyer? 

Scattered before the sword Of Thalaba 

The sorcerer throng recede. 

And leave him space for combat. Wretched man. 

What shall the helmet or the shield avail 

Against Almighty anger ! • . wretched man, 

Too late Mohareb finds that he hath chosen 

The evil part ! • • He rears his shield 

To meet the Arabian's sword, • « 

Under the edge of that fire-hardened steel. 

The shield falls severed; his cold arm 

Rings with the jarring blow : • • 

He lifts his scymetar, 

A second stroke, and lo ! the broken hilt 

Hangs from his palsied hand I 

And now he bleeds I and now he flies S' 

8 
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And fain would hide himself amid the throngt 

But thej fed the sword of Hodeirah, 

But they also fly from the ruin ! 

And hasten to the inner cavey 

And M all fearfuUy 

Around the Giant UoVb Ibet^ 

Seeking salvation from the Power they senr'd* 

2T. 

It was a Liring Image, by the art .,f 

Of magic hands, of flesh and bones composed, 

And human blood, through veins and arteries 

That flowM with vital action. In the shape 

Of Eblts it was made ; 

Its stature such, and such its strength^ 

As when among the Sons of God 

Pre-eminent, he raised his radiant head, 

Prince of the Monikig. On his brow 

A coronet of meteor flames. 

Flowing in points of light. 

Self-pois'd in air before him. 

Hang 1^ Round .^tar, rolling like the World 

.. On its diunial axis; like the World 

veiM II. ' 
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Chequered with sea and shore^ 

The work of Demon art. 

For where the sceptre in the IdoPs hand 

Touch'd the Round Altar, in its answering realms 

Earth felt the stroke, and Ocean rose in storms, 

And ruining Cities, shaken from their seat. 

Crushed all their habitants. 

His other arm was raised, and its spread palm 

Up-bore the ocean-weight, 

Whose naked waters arched the sanctuary. 

Sole prop and pillar he. 

28. 

Fallen on the ground^ around his feet. 

The Sorcerers lay. Mohareb's quivering arms 

Clung to the Idol's knees ; 

The IdoPs face was pale, 

And calm in terror he beheld 

The approach of the Destroyer. 

29. 

Sure of his stroke, and therefore in pursuit 

Following, nor blind, nor hasty, on his foe^ 

8 
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Mov'd the Destroyer. Okba met his way^ 

Of all that brotherhood 

He only fearless, miserable man. 

The one that had no hope. 

^ On me> on me," the childless Sorcerer cried, 

** Let fall the weapon ! I am he who stole 

*' Upon the midnight of thy Father's tent; 

'* This is the hand that pierced Hodeirah's heart, 

^^ That felt thy brethren's and thy sister's blood 

** Gush round the dagger-hilt. Let fall on me 

f* The &ted sword ! the yengeance-hour is com^ ! 

*^ Destroyer, do thy work I'* 

30. 

Nor wile, nor weapon, had the desperate wretch. 

He spread his bosom to the stroke. 

<< Old Man, I strike thee not !" said Thalaba ; 

*^ The evil thou hast done to me and mine 

** Brought its own bitter punishment. 

** For thy dear Daughter's sake, I pardon thee, 

** As I do hope Heaven's pardon • • • For her sak« 

^ Repent while time is yet 1 . . thou hast my prayers 

** To aid the^ ; thou poor sinner, cast thyself 
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upon the goodnew of offended QodI 

** I speak in LaOa's name ; Mid what if now 

** Thou canst not think to join in Fnradise 

" Her spottets Spirit, • • hath not Allah made 

^ Al- Araf, in his wisdom ? where the sight 

^ Of Heaven Aall kindle in the penitene 

^ The strong and purifying fire of hope, 

f* nil, at die dq^ of judgment, he shall set 

« The Mercy-Gates unfold.'* 

81. 

The astonished man stood gating as he spake^ 

At length his heart was soften'd, and the tear^ 

Gush'd, and he sobb'd aloud. 

Then suddenly was heard 

The aU<^bdiolding Frophetli divine voice, 

^ Thou hast done weD, my Servant! 

** Ask and receive thy reward !'* 

S2. 

A deep and awful joy 

Seem'd to distend the heart of Thalaba ; 

With arms in reverence crost upoa his breatt» 
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Upseeking eyes suffus'd with transport-tears. 

He answered to the Voice, ** Prophet of God, 

*^ Holy, and good, and bountiful ! 

^ One onl earthly wish have I, to work 

*^ Thy wilJ, and thy protection grants me that. 

** Look on this Sorcerer ! heavy are his crimes^ 

<< But infinite is mercy ! if thy servant 

'* Have now found favour in the sight of God, 

** Let him be touch'd with penitence, and save 

^* His soul from utter death," 

33. 

f' The groans of penitence," replied the Voicei 

« Never arise unheard ! 

** But, for thyself, prefer the prayer ; 

^< The Treasure-house of Heaven 

f< Is open to thy will.*^ 

84. 
*' Prophet of God 1" then answered Thalaba, 

^^ I am alone on earth. 

*' Thou knowest the secret wishes of my heart! 

^^ Po with me as thou wilt ! thy will is best," 

w2 ^ 
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as. 

Thae oraed fiiftk do Voice to answer him ; 

But lo ! Uodfdnk^s Sfkit comes to see 

His^pcogctnoe^sndbesUlehiiD, aporefonn 

Of loseate l^t, his Ai^d mother hang. 

** Mj QiBdy mj dear, nqr ^orioos •• blessed •• Cbikl^ 

«< My pmyse is petform'd • . ftdfii tfay wdrk ! ^ 



IM 



IhaUba kaeir thai his death-hoor was come. 

And on he leapt, and spriDgiog up. 

Into the Idd's heart 

IClt deep he drove the Swoid» 

The Ocean-Yauk ISell in, and idl were crush'd. 

In the same moment, at the gate 

Of Paradise, Oneiza's Houri form 

Welcomed her Husband to eteinal bliss^ 



NOTES TO BOOK XIL 



A rtbtl Afreet lay.^P. 284* 

One of Uiete e?ll Genii is thii» described id the Baliai» 
Paowh : On his entrance, he beheld a black denMM 
leaped on the gronnd IIIlc a mountain, with two lai^ 
boms upon his head, and a long proboscis, ftist asleep* In 
his liead the Divine Creator had joined the lihenesses of 
tlie elephant and the wild bull. His teeth grew outai 
the tusits of a boar, and all over his monstrous carcase 
hong sbaggjT hairs» lil(e those of the bear. The eye of 
mortal-born was dimmed at his appearance, and the 
mind, at his horrible form, and frightfol figure, was cei^ 
founded* 
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Br as «B Jfitei^ ertaUd frmm m&idh U fioi hjf ths 



C rm k t r i rrf, mmd e rak h^d^mced; ht mi^teaeeaUd ai 
tke dnimmce rfm tktmnmdfenmmgt^ 

BiawmtriUmtrt lik» the awau rf bridc-htrmtn, md kk 
mttmik raewMed A£9mlofm dyer, 

Wbca kb breath cmme forth, from its yehemaice the 
4«t rate ap as in a whirlwiady so as to leave a chasm io 
the earth; and when he drew it in, chaff, sand, and 
pebbles, from the dbtance of some yards, were aUtractcd 
tohkaostrilk— BaftorDo asfc. 

AWAtmf ta Us mltdmm T f c— P. 892. 

Araf is a place between the Fkradise and the Hell of 
the Mahommedan ; some deem it a veil of separation, 
tome a strong wall. Others hold it to be a Purgatory, 
la which those believefs will remain, whose good and 
evil works hare been so eqoal, that they were neither 
Tirtooos enough to enter Paradise, nor gnilty enough to 
be condemned to the lire of Hell. From whence they see 
the glory of the blessed, and are near enoogh to coi^ra* 
talate them ; bat their ardent desire to partake the same 
happinem becomes a great pain. At length, at the day 
of jodgmrnt, when all men before they are jadged, shall 
be cited to render homage to their Creator, those who 
are here confined, &hall prostrate themselves before the 
face of the Lord, in adoration ; and by this act of reli- 
gion, which shall be accoaoted a merit, the number of 
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their good works will exceed their e?il oneSi and they 
will enter into glory. 

Saadi says, that Araf appears a Hell to the happy, bmI 
H Ptenulisc to the damned^— D'Her ^<et. 
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